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INTRODUCTION. 


AN in his original con- 

dition, when he firſt 

came out of the hands 
of his Maker , was a 
very noble and venera- 
| ble Creature, adorned 
| with many pecuhar ex- 
cellencies; and as the Pſalmiſt obſerves, 
Onely made a little lower than glori- 
 0us Angels : But of all his perfeCions, 
Holineſs, as it was the principal and moſt 
orieatal, ſo did it alſo give a beauty and 
tuſtre to the reſt 3 It made his Anthori- 
ty and Power lovely and defirable ,' his 
Wiſdom and Knowledge venerable , and 
every other attribute, which without this 
is terrible and dreadfui, to be comely 
and praiſe-worthy. This was that ſingle 
perfe&ion that raiſed Man above the —_ 
Se B that 
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that periſh, and made him Heavens great 
favourite and darling ; which it 1t had 
been carefully preſerved, had undoubted- 
ly ſecured our. firſt Parents in Paradiſe, 
and . prevented that dreadful calamity 
that hath ſeized upon their Poſterity. 

But alas! how are we fallen from Hea- 
ven to Earth ? from a Paradiſe of pure 
pleaſures, to a miſerable and painful Pri- 
ſon ? We have loſt that divite Image that 
was impreſſed upon Man 1a his primitive 
ſtate, which indeed compleated, and alone 
preſerved its beauty and comelineſs ; and 
with it have alſo loſt every ching that 
djd then contribute to make us happy 3 
and are now become vile and abominable, 
and as miſerable as we were formerly 


happy. 


How much a ſerious view of that pri- 


mitive felicity Man in. his innocent ſtate 
enjoyed, would contribute to plant in us 
a boly life, I know not : but I am ſure 
it could not but mightily inhaunce the va- 
lue of Holine/5, and make it lovely and- 
defirable. That man that refle&s upon 
the diſmal miſeries he 1s expoſed to in'this 
Japſed eſtate, to what an infinite number 
of inexpreſlible evils, of 1aſupportable 


pains) he lies .upon; how. he is. hurried - 
frqm.3 ſtate of perfect blils,, -to a woful 


hell 
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boundleſk goodnets.,that fnkt-breathed 
m:iu3the breattvotlife; and ftamed; uaan 
his own Jikepeſs:and image;:privpitied 
us: m {our low eſtate, and Aprovaided>dles 
moi valuable and, Sveraigdortrijedie!: td 
rFecoureriius from this - —— 
though: he has procured a:cotaplent: 

ſor toi berate us fram th&anfuppott 
{lavery..and tyranhy of: frm: ns off 
to reſtore our: formef beauneg tour 
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-3 ro indbtd,; marter:f 3 _ ſadneſs to 
conſider theddity and intolerable affronts 
that are:now: taſk ypor. Holineſs; how 
mense awived ar' that: te -piach of impietie, 

to {ſcorn:atd deride Rehgion, which for- 
mer ages(wereat:ifomepainsto advance; 
23if Hotiaoſb were ibconſiſteat with the 
principles'of:Generofity, :and onely becos 
ming mean'and moraſe\ſpitits; |. 
_ -> How tranſcendent a folly and madneſs 
this is, wilt eafily appear |by what I ſhall 
afterwards lay down. Methunks thei na- 
ked repreſentation of Holineſs, ſhould be 
motiveenough (if not to court it,:yet ) 
to:engage men to corre@ their unreaſo- 
nable prejudices they entertain againſtie5 
and ever :force its greateſt Antagoniſts 
to become its'Advocates. + But alas! vice 
hath caſ}:factra dark ſhadow uporo mens ! 
Judgemeants; that they are: become as un- |} 
fit Judges of its beauty, as blind men' are | 

of. colours. otherwiſe. we might yet ex- | 
pet to ſce/contemned Vertue much more 
i1-voguethan ever Vice was. 
L:70 &xcite our deſires; Scripture has re- | 
preſented ut: under the moſt comely' dreſs, | 
has diſcovered its beauty and excellen- 
gje'-, and recommended-it'by the moſt | 
endearing motives whickiare apt to: work | 
_— ufon our "_ and feat : - Upon our 
@2 hope, 
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; neſs :doubriads bat-ttiis {ode ſhould 
| be motive wongh to ckoudvelwemirobobb 
| practiſe offoline6; nk. (irexthem. fro 
- thoſe: ways of fin? PO 'VeadOdbwr t.60 
) | chamberrof., dg. ' = \ a\anill Nncg 
* | -ai:>vouldsmake' Cine wand: thidk 
the greateſt Senſualiſt. to reliaquiſh che 
momentary pleaſures he enjoys here, to 
be poſleſt of thoſe eternal joys that the 
/ purein ſpirit ſhall reap i- the Kingdom of 
| #heir Father : and the moſt hardaed and 
| # . impregaable (inner tremble, to think of 
; dwelling with devouring flames. 

Now the onely infallible way to attain 
thoſe celeſtial felicities, and to evite the 
| miſerable conſequences of vice, and thoſe 
| Ppainsand tortures that it expoſeth 1 Its VO- 

taries to,; is to abandon every luſt, be it 
never ſo impetuous, and to cleanſe our 
ſelves (as the Apolile adviſeth us) frome 


all filthineſs of the fie and ſpirit, andto 
B 3 "I | 
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phaijects bolionfiids chbe: ze: of God, 
21K on! :the, deter; direftivg. our. 7 
18quiſgeo, .3 Mall:pnfdpuigfty: repreſent 
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«branches of 
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upan.-Foatbd},hfal remove all theſe 
Sava andb Objet/ 
gainſt Holineſs. And Axl; .cooohde. 
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The beauty of Holineſs.” b 


CHAP. I. 
Of the nature of Holineſs. 


I Intend not here to deſcend to the:con- 
ſideration' of every particular branch 
of Holineſs, but to diſcourſe-of it in the 
general,as itis thecombination of all Cri- 
ſtian vertues : and as it is 'thus confide- 
red, I need not, I think, in the deſcription 
of it, accurately ſtudy all thoſe Logical 
rules Philoſophers require in, a good de- 
finition. For may part, it filly enoug ugh 
ſatisfies me to know, that holineſs is a om: 
formity to the Divine Law, anc a hearty 
and ſincere compliance with thoſe original 
diFates of humane nature, aud'the Com- 
mand:s revealed in ſacred Writ. _ 

So long as'Man remained' obedient to 
the Laws of his Maker, his'>lize fo Was 
untainted, and his Beauty\atid primitive 
corigenite comelineſs continue? bur by 
his woeful apoſtacy he Toft that? noble 
cmbelſſhment of bis nature, ' which are 
indeed give af "price to all his other ac- 
compliſhments, and is now .become ug! 
and deformed. ' Holireſs and « ric ft} 
Spirit are diftereht words ; the 
ſatne ſignificarion, 'and are promilcuoully 
uſed in Scripture' to expreſs 'the ſame” 
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thing. Oppoſite to which are $i» and 
Uncleanneſs : Sin,being'that which con- 
tamiaates the. Soul, and robs it of that 
beauty which formerly did of right belong 
tO 1t. 
Although 'tis not one -e good 
aQjoa that denominates'a man holy ; yet 
every wilful aberration from, and tranſ- 
greſſion of the Law, . conſtitutes man a 
finner, and makes. him liable to the de- 
erit of the offence. Wholoever there- 
rk intends to perfe@# holineſ7, muſt ( ac- 
cording tothe Apoſtle's advice ) cleanſe 
bimſelf from all filthineſs of. the fleſh and | 
ſpirit, abſtain from every appearance of | 
evil, and. (incerely endeavour to perform | 
' all good actions. 

In a word, Holineſs in its general no- 
tion, is the comprebenſi ve ſum of the moral 
Law 5 and may be very aptly deſcribed 
to be 4 ceaſing from evil, and doing good 3 
which in this lapſed eſtate conſiſts in the 
fiacerity. of our intentions and ations , 
and (hall: be perfefted when wort ality is 
ſwallowed up of life, when thoſe 1mper- 
fedtions and ſpots that attend our natural 
ſtate, ſhall Fo quite removed and done. 
Selb | $along as our ſouls aQuate their 

pure bodies, ſins and infirmities will 
dexve tothe beſt: an abſolute RAS: 
>, an 
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and perfect bolioaſs js reſerved for that 


| ſtate, where all things are become new. But 


yetſo far as the frailty of our nature, and 
the imperfe@ion of our. preſent ſtate will 


ſuffer, we ought fincerely ro ſtudy- to 


walk (as it is ſaid of Zacharias and Elz- 
Labeth) in all the Commandments of God 
blameleſs ; the general courſe and tenour 


of our lives ſhogld correſpond and keep- 


a conformity. with the divine precepts, 


- which, as I ſhall juſt now ſhew, are the 


rule of holineſs. 

Almighty God, who well conſiders the 
nature of man, does noteſteem men to be | 
either vicious or boly,, from the perfor-: 
mance of ſome particular a&s: There js 
not 4 juſt. man who liveth and ſinneth not. 
[r is the peculiar zxotto of our Lord: 
Chriſt, That he did no fir, neither. was 
there guile found in his mouth. But the. 
imperfect obedience of good men, . who: 


ta the .general courſe of. their life ſincere-: 


iy ſtudy an univerſal conformity and; re-! 
pect to the divine Laws, is eſteemed. by 
bm who judgeth righteouſly to be ſuffict- 
eat 1a order,to our acceptance with bim, 
upenthe account of the merits and; per-: 
fe& obedience of our bleſſed Sayiour. 
The wiſe God , who conſiders. the frail-; 
ties and imperfedtions. that attend, our; 
preſent 
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preſent ſtate, expects not more from us 
than we are able to perform. He is not 
ſo rigorous a Lord, to require Brick where 
there is no Straw : the terms of the Go- 
{pel are accommodated to our. capacities, 
and onely require a Holizeſs which 1s poſ- 
fible for the Greature to attain ; at leaſt 
it exacts and expedts no more , but that 
we endeavour fincerely and unfeignedly 
to obey all thoſe precepts he has enjoyn- 
ed; that we habituate our ſelves to per- 
form good actions; that the general pro- 
penſion and inclination of our wills and 
appetites be towards the doing of what 
1s impoſed npon' us, and abſtaining from 
| allkind of evil. 

By what hath been ſaid, it may appear, 
that holzneſs conliſts not 1n Speculation, 
butin Pradice : Tis not the knowledge 
of duty, but the actual performance of it {| 
that entitles metito be holy ; and that too, 

not ſuperficially, or in a good mode, and 
rarely performed ; but fi ncerely, and 
tbroughout the whole courſe 'of our lives. 
For men to know'their duty and not per- 
form'it, is to inhaunce'therr'own miſery, 
and to ſecure to themſelves double ſtripes? | 
and to perform ſome good ations, and þ 
abſtain from the grofſer pollutions of the 
world; and yet-to be victous in the ge-" 
nera 
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is | neral courſe of their lives, this is-ſuch a 
+ | babhne(si that; wul never profit: any. man. 
y | The rwleiofiholineſe,. to, which: we muſt 
| heatt}ly ſbudy an:actual canfarmity, does 


aotdiſpenſe,;; nonat with the commiſſion 
e{helcaid ſin, nar omiſſion of the ſmat- 
leftduty.7!: SUL 4 {fy 
| 1B: becauſe: general. adafiuipains; bes 
things: ate frequently. overlooked, | ſhall 
nQtthiok ot -unnecef{ary: taideſcend; tora 
more particular furvey, -and conſider Ho- 
lingſs in its ſeveral branches, as they are 
plainly deſcribed oy the Chriſtian rule:of: 
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r am a little confident, it will not aaeibs | 
expedted-I ſhould prove thiti the / New 
Teſtament is of Divine Authority: and | 
conſequently an infallible +w/e'to dire@&us | 
in the way of holineſs :+ the numerous | 
late Diſcourſes, which havei excelleatly | 
well performed this task, againlt.theipro- | 
digioully praphane Atheiſts tas icpure |} 
age hath tos laſting, reproach hatched, | 
makes me withoutrthe lea " of. cenſure | 
{ſuperſede this andertaking.:: ve 920 | 

Z ſhall take it then for. _——_— (it be-. 
ing acknowledged by all:rational 'men! % |; 
that the Goſpel is the great and certain |} 
Standard whereby we may truly judge 
of any man's” holizeſs ; and never doubt 
to conclude, that he who ſin the general 
courſe and- tenour of his life ,waJks con - 
trary to the Ryle, can lay no claim, plead 
no intereſt. to 'the' title of! Holineſa3 this 
being no other thing '(as I havealready | 
ſhewed) but a: combination of thoſe ver-; | 
tues the Goſpel- precepts enjoy. ' 3 

Now the precepts of Chriſtianity which | 
point us our duty, may, for: brevity, be: | 
reduced to; theſe three;:general Heads. | 
For firſt, they. are cithes ao as enjoyn . 
Piety towards. God. . .Serowdly,: or fach: | 
that require the good government of our: |} 


_ Or tir git thoſe that preſcribe. 


our 


CO ———_ 


Chap.2.* The beauty of Holineſs. I3 
our carriage and behaviour towards o- 
thers. - Of theſe I ſhall take a brief ſur- 
vey; and as I'go along, excite men to 
the practice of every particular duty, by 
rational motives and inducements ; and 
withal diſcover the perfection and com- 
pleatneſs of the Chriſtian Rule, above- 

| all the Inſtitutions that ever were or can 

| bedeviſed. | 

Firſt, amongſt thoſe Laws of Chriſti- 
anity which :enjoyn Fiery ' towards God, 
we find Love to him ſtanding in the froat, 
and claiming the precedency. This' is 
(as our bleſſed Savionr informs us): the 
firſt and yreat Commanealment, it being i0- 
deed the ſcoyrce and original. of all a&s 
of obedience: Meru : 

To exCite our Love, let' us but preſent 
to our view his infiatte and tranſcendent 
perfeQions, -the undeferved favours he 
every minute beſtows upon us, the'innu- 
merable: dangers and accidents we are 
daily'preſerved from : Arguments forci- 
ble:enough'to draw Love from the moſt 
rocky -and obdurate heart. 'Tis indeed 
an amazing thing, to ſce thoſe 1nto'whom 
he has breathed the! Breath of 'Life, on 
whom:he. has .rained:.ſo- many floods of 
favours, to rtemajry. notwithſtanding as 
frozen, asgrohad/whichthe- Sun-rays ne- 

"917 ver. 


. _— 


with contempt and: diſdain. 
Sxre lam, there,is a conturrence of all 
ſorts of motives and arguments to engage 
us to love God; and thoſe indeed ſo 
charming and endearing, that'it 1s ſtrange 
any body ſhould fail ia it, Methiaks the 
work it ſelf is ſo ſweet and dele@able, . 16 
raviſhing and lovely, that:men need not 
be courted toit by perſwafion.', /O-what a 
great deal of ſatisfaction, of ineffable des 
light, does the devour: foul find in thoſe 
atings of love: towards Gad ! ! And :if 
the Voluptuous and.Senſualift. would but 
abandon thoſe fiaful . delights he now 
findes ſo charming and bewitchtag,/ arid 
betake himlelf to the practice of koJligeſs: 
It he would ' change: the : obje&t of; his 
love, and place it where It. ought to be ; 
I doubt not but be ſhould' quickly; per+ 
ceive there is more pleaſure; Tore] con- 
rentment and. ſatisfaction 1n-theidoyt af 
God, than in CAN es jeg of gb garval 
plea aſures.” 3 bits. y3907 
That. man that Gall: make? Qi \jultreſti« 
mate-of things, ſhall-be eaftty-convinced 
taere-1s nothing. Oey of love-Ihicam- 
partſon- of / God:-::i Alas! the pleaſures 
of this: world- are' 'butt: ſhadows and fan? 
cies, 
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ver touch. Tis an;odd' and-ftrange ope> | 
ration ,- that ſtreams of Lave ofntly meet | 


BL, 


1 6 
+ 


” &w © wW i I.q4 © Q 


Me So een} 8 GE 2 GT: 


* G . - ONSET ny _ OR e _” = 
ets bn oi my Sh BIN AS th. 6; Ss Boo : Ny LN Es ni ar OO IE I"CY _ KY A £ : 
ONE T2 EE EEO. TOR NP: ne RE] SOIT BENS 5 UAE FOR I oo n t WNAne. —- 


Cha p.2. The beaut y of Holineſs. 


Is 


—— — 


cies, which will ſoon diſappear, Its beau- 
ty and ſplendour 1s but gilded and delu- 
ſory: and is it reaſonable, nay,is it not ex- 
tream madneſs,to place the ſ{trength of our 


afteftions Qn ſuch uncertain and quickly- 


removed vanities ? | 

The uſual arguments of love amongſt 
men, are Relation, Intereſt, or the Beau- 
ty.and Excellency of the Object. Now 
all theſe lay much ſtronger obligations up- 
on us to love God. For Relation, is he 
not our Lord and Maker, who gave us 
life and being, who as a tender Father 


kindely compaſiionates our condition , 


and 1n our low eſtate has caretully min- 
ded us, when ovr other Relations have 
accounted us aliens and ſtrangers * This 
the Royal Pſalmiſt experimented ; and I 
make no queſtion but many good men 
have been, and are living 1nltances of this 
truth. | 

And indeed, that man that conſults his 
own intereſt, cannot but be itrongly ex- 
cited to love that God who is the belt 
benefator, and equally willing and able 


{ . to beſtow favours upoa him. It is an 


argument of a very: baſe and mean ſpirit, 
to deſpiſe our benefaftors : but thus have 
we requited. God, who daily loadeth us 
with mercies,, and reneweth his bleſſings 
every 


"The Theany of Holineſs. "Chap: 2. 2. 


every gdyning: we have, God knows, | 
moſt infolently carried our ſelves, evea D 
then, when he has been diſplaying a ban- : 
nerof love OVer Us. 

As for Beauty and Excellency, what ; 
in the world can compete with him, who | 
is glorious in holineſs, and whoſe Name | 
7s excellent in all the earth How quick- , 
ly are all created beauties winked into | 
darkneſs? At the beſt they are but ſtreams | 
derived. from this glorious being; and | 
Is it not hugely reaſonable, that he who is | 
the original of theſe, ſhould be the chief | 
object of our love, and-make us with | 
the Pſalmiſt ſay, Whom have T in the hea- | 
ver but thee; and there is none upon the | 
earth I deere befic des thee? _ , 

7 know there is no man would take it | 
well, nay who would nat be highly incen- | 
ſed, andthink himſelf much wronged, to | 
have his Love called: n queſtion; but } 
God knows how little — the far grea- | 
ter part of Mankinde have to pretend 
love, who ſtand not to break his Laws, 
tocaſt behinde them and lightly eſteem 
his precepts, the obedience of which .is 
made the beſt and ſureſt charaQter of # 


Love. 


Would God'it were as eaſle to perfwade 


as It 1s to propoſe our duty. But how 
har 4 


{ Laws of Chriftianity enjoyn-:- whichibe-! 
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| hath himſelf preſcribed.” 54H 
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hard is it to convince men of the folly, 
the extream and ſtrange madneſs, of be- 
ing lovers of pleaſures more than lovers of 
God? But the truth is, there 1s-{uch a mire 
2nd puddle of p ollution 1n-our hearts,that 
it quite' choaks 6 extinguiſherh all f| -arks 
bf Love, makes us violate theprinciples.of 
humanity ,. and . become more ungueate 
than the beaſts who have no underftan- 
ding. ST 
- Bit if this Divine fame be kindled in 
our Hearts, if it be ſincere and ſuperla- 
tive as it ought to be,it will eafily employ: 
all the faculries: of our'Squlin his: ſervices 
it will engage, and'enable us too, to per» 
form the ſeveral ' Duties. of Picty- the 


cauſe they are" ſome of.: the -particular. 
branches of Holineſs, I ſhall briefly -:men- 
tion, with their encouragements 3 and for 
method and'order reduce to four Heads. 
Firſt, it will inſtru& and enable us to truſt 
and depend upon God. Secondly,to fub- 

mit and obey his Will. 74:rdly,.to ho- 
nour and: reverence his: great and ſacred. 
Name. And Laſtly, to: worſhip and a- 
dore him according to the method he Y 


I begin with the fir(t namely. That Love 


where 115 fincere, 1s a noble.and gene-. 
E rous 


fortleſs ſtate, our fears ought to give place 


to faith z we would do well to repoſe a | 
ſpecial confidence in him, who is here- | 
by become engaged to ſecure and defend | 
us. This method the excellent Plalmiſt | 
obſerved, and reſolved conſtantly to 5 
heed in times of imminent danger : What |: 
time I am afraid I will truſt in thee, | 


Pſal. 56. 3. and we find that faithful men 
in former times took this courſe alſo: We 
know not what to do, onely our eyes are to 

thee, 2 Chron. 20. 12. 
Tn this lapſed ſtate we lie open to a 
multitude of accidents ; every place is at- 
tended with dangers; our enemies are as 
ſubtile and cunning, as they are ſtrong aad 
numerous. The Prince of the power of 
the Air has his wit always upon the rack, 
in iaventing ſtratagems and devices to un- 
do us; and his Emiſlaries [lip no oppor- 
| tunity 


18 Ihe beauty of Holineſs. Chap. 2.]. 
rous paſſion, apt to excite and enable us 
to depend on God. This is, I confeſs, a | 
duty very uſeful, and never out of icaſon : 
the Pſalmiſt wiſely adviſeth us, #o truſ# in | 
him at all times, when weare in the mid(t | 
of all trouble, as well as when our condi- } 
tion is ſerene, and wholly exempt from # 
outward fears. When the divine Provi- | 
dence hath placed us in the moſt diſmal | 
circumſtances, even in this fad and com: | 
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; eunity I; our. ruine:; and js there a fafer 
! courſe than to! truſt in Jehovah, who e- 
12 vertafting ſfirength2 who's indeed; ;as the 
79 | Plalniſt ſays, '2 preſent help intime of 
ſt 5 »eed; Sure'[ am}, it is mans-greateſt mr- 
I- } tereſt to flee 10 the Divine: Providence; 
m | which is the beſt guard' agaitſt all dan- 
I- } overs; for we-need not Jerk to conclude 
al | with the- Apoſtle, -7f God be with ws, who 
l- | can be agdinftin ? - >: 
e | ''Tj3s alſo: theLaw of ama . char? if 
a | times of want we confide in God; T Pet. 
- | 5:56. Di all. your care upon bins , for 
d | he caret for your. I conftels, we muſt not 
t þ expect to. be'fed miraculouſly , to have: 
9 
2 


1 the Ravens to bring bread and fleſh. t6; 
| us morning-and-evening, or that the meal 
» J in- our Barrel ſhould increaſe and never 
1 | waſte, but be multiplied as the .Loaves 
| and F iſh were by our Saviour : We muſt; 
7 not fooliſhly. dream ''thas Manna. ſball 
{ fall about our Tents , when we may uſe 
= the lawful means; this ſure were rather. 
; 4tempting of, than trufting in God But 
yet, after we have experimented all law- 
ful means and probable ways , and. ks 
It utterly. impoſſible for us' to help 'v 
| ſelves; then may we ſafely repoſe our Fg | 
{ idence upon-him, who feeds the young ra-. 
Vens when they cry unto hind. Therefore 
G41 (lays 


WOE NS Fe on re IRE 


diſtruſt God-intimes of danger and-want.; 
h: wiſh. frch men would: conſider; how: 


ſhrewd a preſumption this isof Atheiſm ;at- | 


Kbe. beant y ofHGIEST. Chap ” 


Gays our-Lord): TI wnto you , 2Bake: m0. | 
thogg hb. for your kife-, what yon ;fhall- eat; | 
er 'what you: ſhallearinks neither for your | 
hody,aobat: ye Ralbputrons Tr wot the life | 
mare than. meat: and the body thantrass 
ment: r1B&holdi theifowls.of he air j\ for. | 
they./ow. nvt;netther: do they reap; nor gar | 
#hev .into: barns" yet your: heavenly. Fas | 
ther feedeth them.., Are gtinqt\mmch bets | 
ter than they? &c. Mattb6.-25, 26+ | 
Miis:rejected and! condentned;: as|a: Pagan # 
& featheniſh{n,:to be querulons and ſol: # 
ligitous of what-we ſhall eat ,' or what we | 
ſhall drink, or wherewithal we ſball beeole-. | : 
thed: for after all We thingeda the Germ: | 
telesr ſeek, v« 31, 32. i | 
', Fconfeſs,as hoannot ſufficiently enovgh d 
pity4be madneſs of: ſome rheh; -who. will { 
truſt God with their Sbuls, - \but not with | 
their) ſecular: Cancernss fo could 1 ne yer: | 
vte;project what may be theireaſon why. | 
batter: menthan; the former -are fo apt to: 


| 


leaſt df. eltaþliſhing/ the Epicurean notion: þ 


ak;. a {eity, who-1s: quite)/unconeerned a» | 
bout 1oferiour: beings, and-ſequeſtrated. 
from the care .of;\ublunary affairs, For: # 


oy we >. did indced. think that he-takes no- 


tice 


| Chap p- 2. -The bewity of bolindfe. 


rice of us, :we could mbe bur confident] y 
rely upowhis gre. CS Cr 
«-Seconuljþ>me are by the perfect rule of 
'Picry:ands Holineſs 1nftructed to ſubmit to 
the divine Wiland cotnply:with the:Go- 
1 el. precepts; whichicongerning alÞchings 
. ateripht! © Perhaps the'Jot infimice Wit 
I i Fran hatucarved rout no-ways re 
- | Sifhing oo flefwhand blob: Whilſt 6ikers 
* | 26 watirinhs amonglhro@s) enjoy all ſous 
| darativadtages)and are plated in theſun- 
* -fhineof proſperity 3' may beawe'are foregd 
'* | ito bungoay bars upon phowollows 1 and 
ſpend ourfew- days in vforow and grief. 
-However, Jet us not;.even.uader theſe:{ad 
vircumſtantes,dharge God-foolrffly, ori be 
-impatient-ynder the ſeverity: of, bis tor- 
refionz for this nvrargyment of iicke 
hatred of a Father. : ketuninarhertiotes 
caſe view the unſpeakable irewardysany 
the divine-promiles , \bhictrareiſuſewin 
"| argumentstoweviveour  faidoitly andrifet 
4 #anguiſhing:Hopes; andwable ko formNTour 
| fouls” to-erue -parienced 01 5505 /5Y91 93 
| - Philofophars;cit exctthyattainedtgh 
1 perfectionin @ny-»ereue7olr wisinwthetr 
| 
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patience ungey: cheinkability of worklly 
things; and yiet thair grounds and gibvives 
| 'tb-patiende? were ſanity artÞ jneffearu, 
_ wa ysbomparable t5 the arinakcods 
| 23 C 3 znd 
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and inducements laid dowa in the Scheme | 
of Chriſtian Religion. © Epicarss his &ab | 
ling to minde his former pleaſures,: was 


j 


| 
bur a weak plea to form him to patienck ® 


uader, the tornienting pains 'of the Gout. | 
And +the Sroicks notion: that-(ufferic 
were no real evils, was realy a fadcye 


ly conquerediby the extremity of: pain.!> | 


: # 
Is 


And as we are thus 'obliged to (abit ; 


tothe ſevereſt diſpenſationof Pravidence, | 
ſo we ought to comply with the divine | 


will exhibited in his Precepts; ' Obeds- | 
exce is undoubtedly the beſt evidence af | 


Love; for hereby is our love'manifeſted, 


that we do his will : and indeed the divine 


10junctions are ſo natural, 'ſo-equitable | 
and juſt, that:we can 'alleadge i no impoſ- | 


ſibility in 'performing them: His Com- | 


grievow, 1 Joh, 4 3. they require not 
things Mike oy us and burthenſome, 


as2he. molt of -other: Religions do. 


marnds, as the Apolile: informs us, are not 1 


Theithigd duty: we are 1oftructed in, :s ; 


to reverence and honour his ſacred N ame, 


tohaye apprehenfions and- affetions ſui- ; 


table'to bis glorious perfe&ions: When 
we ſeriouſly tefle& on the putity of - is 
Nature, and the infinity of his cognizance:; 


2: "PRE, 


_ oureſteem and: veneration of: him ſhould | 
be truely cleyated', and railed as high-as } 


—__m— 
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poſſible , and make us with Moſes (i (in a 
-holy rapture) ſay, Who is ike weto thee, 
as” OLord ,4mMong the Gods ! who is like thee, 
E | glorious in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, do- 
| ing wonders? Exod. 15. I1. 

How impious then and unlawful is it, 
to prophane and violate the facred Name 
of that God we ſhould adore, by a mul- 
titude of raſh and cuſtomary oaths! Sure 
thoſe who own any relation tothat God 
who is ſo diſhonoured, will be fo gene- 


rous as to expreſs their diſpleaſure, when. 


in company with thoſe who. thus” revile 
him. But if God be fo friendleſs as to have 
none to appear thus for him, yet ſech 
prophane wretches may know, that God 
himſelf will reſent thoſe injuries and af- 
fronts put upon him; he will viadicate 
| his owa glory of which he is fo jealous, 
and ſurely wil.not hold them guiltleſsthet 
take his Name' iv vain. | 

- Of all fins, thisof Swearing i is the moſt 
unreaſonable, and cannot-pretend the or- 
digary incentives of Pleaſure or Profit, 
that moſt of Vices lay ſome claim to, 
How deſperate a phrenſie then is it , for 
men without any. probability of allure- 
ments, to. draw down upaen themſc]ves 
the vengeance of an incenſed God? 'Tis 


ſure but a mean Apology, to alleadge an 
1 habit 


" 
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habit and cuftome; while this is the very | 
thing thet enhances their: guilt : acer x 
will it, - think, | awhitleflen:the Crime, | 
that Great pcifons have given 1t+ ſucks a | F 
vogue in the world. EI0 
The Name of God 1s a+ ſacred thing, ! . 
which muſt not” be appealed'to;, but-1a | + 
the moſ} weighty and'ſeriqus caſes : Thos * 
ſhalt ſwear (lays the Prophet) that the | - 
Lord liveth, in truth, juſtice, and judge- | 
ment. If we either affirm. or. promiſe |} 
- any thing by oath, it muſt:be-after mature | - 
deliberation, after we:have aſcertained | 
our ſelves of the truth: indiawfulncfs of | 
it : : this the very Fort could om : 


7 


Nec Dews interf it; if ; dignarvindice R's 
Inciderit---- x by 7) (£7, 1: 224407? 
It Wire to bowithid, IL the Hettors 
of this age wouid learwof ; the: Very\ keg: 
thehs more irevetence;-i:md::that thoſe 
men'that pretthd'to godd breeding,would 
be ſo civil, even ſometimes for.the compa- 
nies fake /, as'to forbear thofe Oaths that 
tender ears tannothear withour offence. 
7: the laſt'place, the Divine Love, it 
ſcartered in our Hearts, will>excite us--t0 
worſhip God after the ' method himſelf 
hath preſcribed . It will direct us'to the 
| | rule 


ne W a PF hag - Oey wo > 0 > 
Ca oo ©, OY OE RTE | 


VY 


> > — x. PEI ano te. 


| Ehap.2 2) "The beanty off FORTY 0 


” 9 — 2 or ooo ore Ho eno—__ — wrEog wo 


ry | | rule of Piety,. where we ſhall Gnde every 
Er | | tbiog that relates to ohr immediate tntep- 
28, ! courle with God, ia, Divine, Ondin 

: .and Worſhipexaftly ardered.. -1 ovale 

| the Heathen-world:, as:3hey;were conthh- 
8, 'l fed jn theit notions of «8 Deityi,:andiak 
1 | | -moſt quite 1gnorant; of: iahe: eternal -xe- 
x ! ward ; - ſo were they {uperitiousanthear 

| .Worſhip ;. agnd' ſometimes ignorant! yer- 
u | Qed Altars to. anwnknowy Add: 11T 
@ | Worſhip. was attended; with agreet f 
e | of ;external;pomp:-, was! vihy :4natchab dp 
d | their externah;ſenſesg odhutatirench 
xf | the. Heart, :Bbt:che- Cbrifiion rule: dir 
: || ſtrus.us toy warſhip:Go in-Spicit, aid 
: | puedes the;beſt-method:of-devotion: 

 It.xequires that #e worſhip and bow befare 

| be Lord .currgker, With all poſibleckuly 
| mility and reverence;;ithatewe poſſe our 
; | Hearts: with. the greetne{siand»-glerpot 
| thar'Majafly: we adareyjqithat wh he inp 
tent in our devotionyendl. yot- fufter-ſacne 
lar concerns tq\intritlejand interruptmes ; 
that we act» fajith upon him 80d; balieve o 
that he is. a rewarder df thofe thats rlts 
| gently ſeek, bims; and\ithatwe approach 
| . the.throne; of 'grace 4x the Naw 'of: xls 
I Lord Jeſas Chrijt. |; $0123} 430 
. .4f Devotion were nat a duty, yab m6 
thinks the advantages thereof ſhould in- 
1 -- ite 
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vite us 'to the performance ; Bur lice] 

God has coupled our duty and intereſt} 
-together , how amazing 1s 1t to thiak wep. 
ſbonld fo ne gle it 2 'How many attra-} 
Qives are hw to approach his preſence, || ! 
who dwells in light unacceſſible * Have) - 
we not”a- multitude of fins to confeſs? |j - 
many wants:we would fain have ſuppli'd?F| 


How many temptations does every place 
aſcent 2 How numerous are the dangers 


and accidents to which we lie open? and 


Mould not all theſe excite us to render} . 


e tothat omnipotent power, which | 
dlone-can guard-us from-inconveniences? || | 
But .befidesi our' dangers”! we are freed 


from, the mercies and favours he daily 


minute,require at leaſt a return of praiſe; 


coaſers. upon us , the. freſh. communica- | 
tions of his bounty every" morning, nay | 


and "a , grateful acknowledgment. But | 
yet alaſs! ia-ſpight of all theſe induce- | 
ments, how-is'Devotion' contemned by ; 


foe, and negleCted by moſt > 
' * But I dare notenlarge now on the par- 
ticular Branches of Holineſs, nor inſiſt in 


the recommendation \of every particular | 
duty,-leſt ſeem to digreſs from my pro» | 


per ſubje&. I ſhall therefore proceed te | 
the other two Branches of Holineſs,name- || 


ly, thoſe dutiesthat reſpect our elves and 
others, . As 


Qrairly. is chaſtity commanded? For thi 
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Ae whe firit-, we are bythe petfect 


| gle of Holineſs inſtructed tolive Sberly, 


to be woteratein all things, and eo ihin, 


; every! kinde-of: exceſs, agequally hurtful 
! to: Sool and Body. : it forbids complacen- 
! -cy in thoſe Jufts Som war: agaialt: -both-;; 
| reftrains: all-trregular and /impetuous in-. 
?Þ .clinations'3:retrenches all mnordinate:de- 
| -Gires:, The firſt motions to forbidden ob- 
Jets, and, ina word , enjoyns all thoſe 
| -yertues:: which reſpect exther onr': Bodlivs 
4 ve Zonls, ff 21.49 193 


'For thoſe'that relpe@'s our Bodies, how 


i the will of \Gdd , - even "Jour ſantHifics- 
tion, that ye: ſhould abſtain from fornica- 


J Fg: I Thef. 4. 3. We are urged; with 
the moſt affeftionate earneſtneſs, to ab- 


ſtain from the very firſt motions to -for- 
bidden objects,” from the- polluted glan- 
ces and wanton laſcivions fpeeches that 
are windows at which uncleanneſs enters ; 
and'that by fuck invincible and cogent 
argaments, as might prove effeQtual with 
men' who but-conſider what they do; 
Loſt being a Vice miſchievons to the bb» 
dy,\Prov.7. 26. hurtful tothe Soul,Pro, 
6. 32. caſting an everlaſting ſtain upow a 


1 "mans: good Name, Prov. 6. 33. undoing 


his: Subſtance, Prov. 6. 26, Job 31. 12. 
j po and 
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jani} thar'iwhich: finally excludes from thel ® 
Kingdoa of: Heaven, 'where-dothingchat y 
ates can, enter; 'a:Cor-6:9." Rev. 2D. 27:0 
{ut 2735 nidegd mo wonderithough theRe-!! © 
ligion of the:Genitites ;- which contatned} 
-ar\ prodigioys mixtive/vEivabity' 'and im-|j * 
_ptcty:,: gratified: the. inclinations of ium-y ; 
eteanneſs ::for if we conſult theirwritings, || 
we ſhall obſerve, -tharcthe imoſt abamind-}j | 
ble' vice wanted>not: a'Deityito patroftizel | 
wa6\amonglt them ;iwhich upon the : mat-| 
ter was ar eſtabliſhing iniquity .by:'Law,| 
and an.\argument more: fafficient -to.cn- | 
-durage © thamito:(corret tvide i And: ul- | 
though: theoWaitings efoſome.: Philoſo- | 
phers have.betni'moterefined., [yet.the | 
Livesieven of:ſuchwere full of. the foul- | 
eſt ations-+:/} Nay, the rule which the | 
-beft Maſters: of: Morality :atnongft them | 
Ppreſcribed;oqever reached fo) the my} 
ng ofthe Mearty io G10 } 
c 21D confef7: 3 bat man that ſhall-take na- | 
taee (and who, having-eyes10 his head, |} 
tan avoid ths:, when men proclaim their | 
ſiblike:8odo4e2 }) iof the prodigious un- 
geanne(s: this: prophane: age has arrivetd | 
at\ſhall beſtnangly temptedto-ſuſpett the 
purity of the Ghriftian Rule, if # make {| 
nafarther enquiry than:tothe: pradticesof | 
_ that are called Chriſtians, '- : We way 
et indeed 
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| the! radeed VETY - aptly wricte:to. the profef- 
that! fors'of this age;* 85 the: great Apoltledid 
! tothe Church of: Corinth 1t4rpreportod 
* | romimorly that: there is fornivativn 4m0ug 
1d} you; and ſuch fornication as'ir not ſommeh 
im.! ««: 2amed amongſt the Gentiley , T'Cor. 
in. 52.1. And-L am alirtle afraid, if che 
gs, Church {bould4{iriftly oblerve chav chargp 
24-8 that the Apoſtle gives there) and excom- 
izef| Municate all cich. wicked:perfins, that our 
1-5 Church ſhould not-need to; wy much 
» | of thenumberof* Chriſtians. 
n-# -:'T3s indeed matter'of 'great ſadneſbied 
' conſider how .much the: Chriſtian Reli- 
3 | gion' has ſuffered;npon-the account of the 
)e | foandalous practices of: Titular Chriſtians 3 
1. | and [make noidoubtbut this'age hasbeen 
e | at more: pains'/than Bay that. precedes ity 
n | to increaſe the ſcandal];  (Glepine: 'cisy-boe 
{ | a-(illy artifice:ts. challenge'the exaqnelFs 
 & of the Kule,abd with: Celywy im pudently: 
| alleadge that the Chriſtian Rell lonen- 
courageth men'to the: pradtice of immora- 
. | lity and vice ;.{ince of all Religions} the 
| & Chriſtian onely: can: produee' hc rite 
| | Eaws. againſt all: flthineſs' of fle tt 
8 ſpirit, *'Tis a Do@rzne,as te bleſ{ec gre 
(tle tells us,, -according to: eodlimeſy, and! 


lays, undiſpenſi ble. obligations upon\-its 


followers, both to.thin|t upon; and to do, 
e 7 17 hat- 


: ' 
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whatſoever things ar? honeſt, whatſoever | 
things arejuſt, whatſoever things are of y 
good report, and ſuchlike things , which | 
being general, include. all particulars | 
and yet it doth not onely preſcribe gene- | 
Tal rules, but defcendeth to the commans | 
ding of . all particular. vertues, and the es | 
qual prohibition of particular vices. . i; | 
Next to :Chaſtity , we might difconrſe , 
largely of the commendation of Modera= | 
tion in eating and drinking, and ſhew | 
that the exceſs of both is condemaed,; as | 
being mean: and ignoble ;' that it is the i 
tre cauſe of many loathſome diſeaſes, is | 
atrended with a prodigious multitude: of | 
temporal evils; Prov. 23.22; and threat=- |} 
ned-with laſting & eternal torments here- | 
after. Hence. our Royal Maſter fails not | 
to Exhore _ Diſciples , to Take heed to | 
themſelves; 1 ; Leſt rat any time they be overs. | 
charged with exting and drunkenneſs, F 
Luke 21.34, And one of his bleſled Apo- - 
{tles tells us, that Druzkards fhall not in- 
berit the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor.6:10;” | 
And indeed, daily experience puts it be- |! 
yoad all doubt, that thoſe ignoble ſins. | 
naturally terid: to impoveriſh men,' and. | 
ly verifie the wiſe mans prediqon,. | 
That the drunkard and the gliitton ſhall * 
come to poverty, Prov, 23. 21. | 


But 
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ver, ©" Byt paſling thoſe vertues that concern 
e of , our Bodies, | come now to conſider thoſe 
” that -adorn our Soxls; and I ſhall con- 
rs 5} fine-my diſcourſe to thoſe which are the 
ne | peculiar graces of Chriſtians, and which 
1 | the Chriſtian rule does more particularly 
e» | recommend : © Such as Humility , Meek» 
[*> # neſs, Contentment, and Self-denial. ' 
ſe | if weenquire narrowly into the "7 
4: | of Heathen Philoſophers, we ſhall finde 
w þ their pride and vain-glory. ſtained the beſt 
as | of. their ations. Self-denial was a ver- 
1e | tue never taught in their Schoolsz and 
is || for Contentment , the rules they preſcri- 
»f | bed "were bur ineffectual to recommend 
ts 6 It, | | 
= | But the Goſpel couples our Duty and 
t | Tatereſt together; it commands Humzlity, 
o | and recommends its advantages and al- 
- | luring attractives. It diſcovers the dan- 
gers that attend Pride; and the great 
olly of being vain of, Beauty, Strength, 
Wit, Riches, Honours, or Preferments:. 
# Of all theſe may uſe the Apoſtle's phraſe, 
ſh Tis. not expedient doubtleſs for men to 
glory, 2 Cor. 12.7. Are not theſe the 
free gifts of Divine goodaeſs ? and what 
| # can be more unreaſonable than for depen- 
| & deat creatures to be proud? 
Humility is indeed ſo amiable, ſo en- 
dearing 


"The heat if Holineſs. "Cay P- D © 
dearing 4 qua?iry” ad (Ae an raibe.| | A 
liſhinent of our® nattire;;"thit- where this \V 
1s wanting, all other advantayes are little} 13 
regarded; and 'not- onely 'men , but the} n 
great God alſo reſis the prod ;.it being a} 
vice which, belides C hriltianity, Morality 
alſocondemns;as univerſally uabecoming 
to Humane natures; .and>thatawhich not 
enuly diſturbs ones Calf, bur alſo diſquiers : 
whole focieries :*:Bur- God gives grace 19 
the-bnmzbles' he takes ſuch perſons into 
favour, as being more pliable fo-receive Þ 
the: impreſs of his love. | 1 

iiand as a humble, fo alfo'a' avech arid | 
quiet fpirit 7s i» the f echt of God of great 
price. And can there be a more convin*Þ 
cing 'mative than this, to recommend | 
meekneſs to Chriſtians ? And-indeed we 
cannot pretend to be the Diſciples of ho? 
Iy Jeſus, if we refuſc to lJearn'that leſſon 
he hath copied ont to us, Matth.t 1.29; 
Learn of me, for Tam meek and Oy: znt | 
heart. 

Although a. calm and quiet ſpirit 3 is F 
reward to it {e]f, as every vertue is; yet | 
it wants not a claim to a temporal felicity | 
alſo, Mutth. 5.5." Bleſſed are the meek, | 
for rhey fball inherit the earth. . Theſe be | 
the perſons to whom by right of pro- | 
miſe this {tately Fabrick of earth my : 

And-| 
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e-J And-it we now, view that unpleaſanc 
8 vice of Anger oppolite to it, this will yet 
> adde more to its Juſtre,and help to recqm- 
©} mend it the more effectually.. pkize, 
'a© ing .fuch an v 
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ch an unpleaſant humour, that it 
makes thoſe men.1t poſleſſes unhe for hu- 
mane ſociety, it being not unfitly defined 


by the Poet tobe 2 ſhort madneſs; which 


| 1ndeed. .agrees very well with the Wile 
! mans verdict of it, Eccl. Anger reſts irs 


p” 


| the boſom of fools. If then men would 
| but compare the' calm and happy ſereni- 
'|® ty of Meckneſs, with that inward and 
| outward tronble and diſquietment that is 
Þ the effect of: Anger, they could not but 
| 'eſteem the one,and declaim againſt the o- 
| ther. | 


.. In the next place,our Chriſtian rule re- 
commends Cortentmernt as the molt pre» 
cious Jewel in the Saints Diadem; *tis 
that noble ingredient that makes the moix 
bitter cup ſweet and pleaſant : . it renders 
things, otherwiſe uaſavory and, burthen» 
ſome , to be indeed reliſhing and ealle. 
This is it that ſeaſons the meaneſt meal z 
makes a diſhof herbs a feaſt,, and a cup 
of cold water pleaſe the palate : This 1s 
that vertue which makes men in the mjdit 
of. ſtorms repreſent a calm, . and in, the 
ſaddeſt circumſtances to fiag fweetly. He 

| D who 
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I e beauty of Hl Holipeſ, Chap. 2 ( 


W110 | has” tearned: 'St. Paul's leffon haw wa 
want, and A&D 10"abd 24, "is nor diſcs ms 
þoled eithe} By y Proſpe FE or 'Adveifit ole 
bup in both LES, cat Enave himſelf" 
hip it real, "THI 38 WR chisfnle# * 
Þatably: 268i 'with'Godfinels, is theh = 
ap thitis' vp fe ay Aﬀerene nat 7 
This i is 4. eft 5 1ok ove 19g and d lira, * 
dbntages, pt 
we Janus l the Ap teench yragerheiftsÞ | 


attended with" Io 
biel 
ly, hearken'to the' Apoſtles ae! "Hef. 
3. 5+ Be copfent wi th Tut th th Yhinge. 253 
THEE and in'the evil diy to! heed” thatÞ,* 
advice Chriſt gives his Di ptes,to polleſtl 
our ſouls with patience. © 
_ But how diſquieting and tormentingh 
are its contraries > "Ambition makes ment 
reſtleſs in raiſing their own value and e-F 
fteem Jbove.athds' 3 It rompts rhem' toÞ,- 
be always in diſlike with their own pre- b 
ſent condition ; the leaſt advancement 
of others. above them,gnaws and torments | 
their ſpirits, and oftentimes hyrries them | 
headlong: to the greateſt dangers. Mur- | 1 fl 
mmring 18 a moſt fretting evil,a moſt pain | 4 
fat diitemper},* a' fin attended with the | 
moſt danperous conſequents, and which þ 
inbitterech” the happieſt ſtate of life here. Þ&,.: 
Envy isa vice nothing leſs criminal,attens- | : 
ded: with as s diſmal effects as any, as'the | 
S | fs Apoſtle | | 
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2] Apofite Sr. James tells; Jam. 3-T 6. Wheye 


7 Es and ftrife is there is confuſion and 


: 3s (o\mean and ignoble a vice,that I think 
;Þlthough it were not (as the Apoſtle de- 
& cribes it) the roor of all evil; yet gal- 
5 Want ſpirits ſhould diſlike it, as being baſe 
*l and contemptible.. 
is ir the Jaft place, the Goſpel recom= 
mends Self-dewial as: the Chriſtians pe- 
uliar CharaGer : If any mar (fays our 
Maſter Chriſt) will come after me, let 
3} in deny himſelf, and take up his croſs 
rnd! follow me o / And this precept he 
packs,with the-moſt;-powerful incitement ; 
on whoſoever will ſave his life ſhall loſe 
, and whoſoever will loſe bis life for 
1 ſake, ſhall find.it, Mat. 16. 24, 25. I 
Houbt riot but fleſh-and bloud will cry 
put, as once.Chriſt's own Diſciples did: in 
Raother caſe, This: 3 a hard ſaying, who 
| ae. bear it 2 Tis indeed no1ſmall' matter 
*to.bring down. the carnal part of man to 
Jubmir tothe loſs of Relations, Intereſt, 
tand Life: Bur. ſince the advantage and 
Hangerof both caſes is fo clearly revea- 
Jed: ; what fools will men prove, if to 
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vain this life, they loſe the recompence of 


| Þ better rewad ? 


| | "As: the rule of Holineſs does thus 1n- 
D 2 {truct 


| pA evib work. And laſtly,Covetouſneſ 


"The beauty of Holineſs. — | 


ftruct us 1n thoſe duties that concern our: 
ſelves; ſo it alſo teacheth us how to; it 
carry towards others. And in the. fir þ 
place, it recommends the Royal Law of: 
love, as the ſpring and ſource of all other 
daties, Roe. 13. g. If there be any otherl 
commend ment, is briefly comprehendedy? 
in this ſaying, namely, Thou ſhalt love th t 
neighbour as thy ſelf. This, for its excel 
lency and comprehenſiveneſs, is ſaid ta 
be the fulfilling of the Law, as thoſe wha 
neglect 1t are Ld to ſin againſt hy 
E.4w, 

Now it this rule of Charity were we 
obſerved , it would help to correct, Fell I 
all undue Thoughts and Wiſhes. Second} 
ly , all injurious Words and Speeches® 
And thirdly, all unjuſt Actions and Deal 4 
liags towards our Neighbours. Js 

Firſt, it would very much conduce ta : 
the regulating of our wiſhes, and to the" 
xeeping of our mindes in a meek an C 
peaceable temper towards others. Chai” 
rity, if fincere, 1s a noble and generou! ' 
vertue, which believeth and hopeth th 
beſt of all men: I thinketh no evil, 4 
the Apoſtle amongſt many of its othel 
200d properties obſerveth, 2 Cor. 13.50 
it eradicates and ſupplants all cenforious 

thoughts, and is incompatible with thoſd 
Ms tormen$" 


It 


C 
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| Chap..2. The beanty of Holineſs. 177 
7 wa 'tormenting paſſions of Malice and Re- 
fir zvenge, which, as the Wiſe man deſcribes, 
> ofgſufſer not men to ſleep except they have done 
1g Fri/chief, Prov. 4. 16. 
bel And indeed this is but the leaſt part of 
Jea Chriſtians duty, *tis but an evidence of 
the loweſt degree of Charity, to retrench 
thoſe 1cregular and undue wiſhes, which 
toftentimes do more prejudice to our ſelves 
than others * If it be ſincere, it will have 
Fa further and more important 1nfluence ; 
Fit will help us to govern our tongues 
\falſo, that we may, as the great Apoſtle 
dviſeth us, ſpeak evil of no man, Tit. 
3.2. to lay aſide all malice, and all guile 
and Leonie te, and evil ſpeaking , 1 Pet. 
2. IT, and according to this precept did 
{primitive Chriſtians walk. 
tf, But alas ! we have degenerated i In n0- 
1Athing more conſpicuouſly from their pra- 
IEiile than in this : In place of their love, 
Ewe have ſubſtituted an induſtrious ſearch 
>y31nto the iniquities of others, Pſal.64.4, 'Y 
rh 2nd have fully verified the Apoſtles de- 
ofſeription of the tongue, Jam. 3. 8. that 
glt'is ar awnruly evil which no man can 
| tare ,eworld of iniquity that ſets ibewhole 
_ creation on fire. 

Neither Majeſty nor innocency can 
-n420W fa againſt its Tarts 5 its malignity 
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reacheth through all the'earth 3 nay in| 
deed it were good if it were bounded by | 
this. May not the Maje{ty:of: Heaven re+Þ 
ſume that ſame complaint he expreſleth | 
Mal. 3. 14.' Tour words have been ſtout | 
againſt me 5 and charge the propnane AB 
theiſts of this age, for opening their monthil 
againſt the Heavens £ 
As for Innacency, although it is cruelyl 
in it ſelf a ſtrong fence, yet it cannot e-# 
ſcape the aſl[aults of a licentious tongue ; 
but with the Pſalmiſt may complain ;/Be+Þ 
bold, they belch out with :heir mouths, | 
ſwards are in. their lips, Flal. 56. 7. and 
{ think there are few 'men ſo happy; wha 
cannot with the ſame holy man regret, | 
They lay to my charge things I hnow ot :| 
bur: how much this violates all the obli-| 
gations of Charity, and Jultice alſo every 
mans realon will ealily 1oſtruct him. : 
To ſecure men from bcing culpable in| 
this, it were enough onely to repreſent 
the meanneſs of it: but as a more nable# 
enforcement, the Goſpel preſcribes the 
{tricteſt. rules againſt it, Marth. 7. 1, 2. 
Judge not that ye be not judged; for with 
what judgement ye judge, ye ſhall bejudg-| 
ed. A ſeatence which methinks thuuld 
even ſtrike terrour 1n 1th= conſciences of | 
the guilty 5 aad ſare if,men would: but þ 
minde 
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| minds. cheiry Wa; concert and. .amtereſh, 

ll they ſhould, more attentively;NEarken,tg 

wy. the.coynlel of the. ApoltlegFa bd FT og.4e 
 Letjal bMterneſs, nd mr att. fd 4 


; 4 
ou 444. 'clamonre,and; evil.; Speaking, be e put 
Fl away from yvy5: with all malice. Ang be 
/ ye kinde one\to; quother:, gexder hearted 


Iv forgiving -0ue ayvther 9 ' £U6R, 4h; 2a Jan 
VE Chriſts ſake hath forgiven you, ; 1:1 1+ ni 
| . Sat our Fans ons not conſiſ}, in a word 
CY onely , but: inn deed and int þ. x-35,the 
50} bleſſed Apoſtle 'exhorts, ithe primitive, 
al Chriſtians, .1 Job. 3. 18. It 153 vaio thing 
| to pretend love » when -werefuſe to evis 


hol dence i it by aur. deeds : If a brother or ſe) 
vs. | flex be hr and. deſtitute. of.:; daily ford, 
4 } and one of you ſay unto them., Depart in, 


= peace, be you warmed , and ; filled, not- 
L q withſtanding ye give them aot thoſe things 
.* & mhich-are needfal ta the body, what doth. 
my itprofit? Jan, 2. 15,16. We mult make, 
"Ts our aCtions and dealings the teſt where- 
q by we may evidence our love, otherwiſe. 
nol the! (iacerity of it may be ;uſtly ſuſpe- 
23 &d.; and. thereforgin the ficit place we, 
th , muſt actually endeavour to ſupply the, 


4 # wants. of our iqdigeat Brethren : This 1s. 
1 above. all things. recommended to Chri-.. 
6 { ſtians, I Pet. 4.8.. eſpecially to, thoſe who; 


have received a large ailowance of out- 


D 4 ward 


| I-.-; —The beawy, of7 Folie, Chap. P-2- 2: | 
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ward bleſſings, V. IO. Su? tt is noted a EL 
an'e rr that the love of God dwelleth | 
ot inf fs ons, who" huving this 4 
worlts Jae f3 up thet* bowels of < Cote ; 

Puſfion from thoſe that have need, 1+ ; 
3*17. 'AlasÞ+ little do "men know how | 

Juickly the bilance may change'; how | 
foon the richeſt may be in'PovYerty*;” and. 
ſtand in'necedof that ſu pply*thi#tthey*now. 
in the days of their plenty deny 'others : 
the inſtances to prove”this, are more 
numerous than'that they tart be doubted, 
or need to be related; - 744 

- "T:deed" the performative of this davy 
paſſeth not withoiit/ a'teryporal reward; 
God, who zccouhts'it' "2Jending to him- | 
ſelf, bath promiſed to'repiy itz and ſure Þ 
there cannot be better \etyrity than his 
promiſe. And 1 queſtion'not but all a- 
ges can atteſt the*truth! of: what the wiſe 
man obſerveth, Prov.\ f1.24.- There i that 
ſcattereth, and yet increaſeth';, and there 
*« that witholdeth morethan is meet , but 
z tendeth to poverty. -* 

T confeſs, | know no' vertue more be- 
coming a Chriſtian ' than” "Charity , 'and 
ſcarce any more ſcandalotfly,'neglefted ; 
and I am forry to thidk that thoſe good 
men who compaſſionate the wants of the ' 


indigent, ſhould be ſo unworthily ſcan-- 
; -_ -- dalized;: 


% uh 
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dalized -;—asTt they were but lukewarm 
# Proteſtants," and eſtabliſhed the Popiſh 
© Merit': but this 1s a piece of madath [ 
| ſball rather pity than inveigh againſt; and 


Z although T be no friend to merit , yet I 
{ cannot but ſpeak honourably of thoſe 


whoſe charity and good works make 
them lovely 'in the fight of God , who 
has accounted it pure religion and unde- 
filed, to viſit the fatherleſs and widows in 
their affliGion, Jam. I. 27. 

Tz tne next place , the Chriſtian rule 


| requires Juſtice in our intercourſe and 


commerce , al 41'S that in our dealings we 
be exaRtly confcientious , according to 


' that great rule of equity , Matth. 7. 12. 


All things whatſoever ye would that men 


| ſhould do to you, do yeeven ſo to them; 


for this is the law and the prophets. In- 
Juſtice is a vice ſo mean and ignoble, that 
I cannot but admire how great men 
ſhould court it : and if men would but 
actuate theirReaſons,T am ſure they ſhould 
never become guilty of that which, if 
charged with, they cannot patiently en- 
dure, nor be reconciled with the perſons 
which freely reprove them. There is no 
man,[ think, that would be ſatisfied to be 
called a Cheat: z and 1s it not unreafona-, 
ble to think they ſhall evite this charaQer 
who praGiſe injuſtice ? The 
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| 7 {he great batt and 5." PLLA ro las | 
jalhice, is gaia and advantage; but how | 
vilibly bath Aſmi hty God by a wiſe pro: || 
yiden-e_ d: EE mens deſigns 41a this! } 
There 4s (as Eliphaz ary ak a fire that | 
conſumeth the tabernacles of bribery,Job | 
15.34. and as the wiſe man tells us, . Ars 
inheritance nay be gotten haſtily at the 
beginning, but the end thereof featt not be 
bleſſed, Prov.20.21.. | 
- Thirdly, The, Chriſtian rule is a molt 
com pendious: ad compleat direQory to. | 
men 19 every, {tation and; place: Pareats 
20 Children, Malters and Servants, Huſ: 
.and. Wife may fram: hence. learn: 
eheir dury.. AF t glves,0. .cncourage- 
ment to 1 {5ants, fo neither does 1 it allow 


13 ® # - 


Rebellion | in Subjetts ;..burt.condemns it 
as. a ſin. heigous aad unnatural, But I can- 

t ſtand to £niarge upon every particu-, 
lar. duty; onely [ball ioter,that from the. 
accompliſhment of thoſe duties en joyned 
by the Chrij#:2r rule, is formed. that Ho-. 
ligefs 1 would Lain perſwaie, mea to fol-, 
low. . my | 

To put a clolz to this > 4B it "will, 
not, I thiak, +b<;amils,ro ſhew, that the. 
Chriſtian rule of Hokaels is the moſt no-., 
ble. and moſt excellent that was; ever. ex-- 
tant 5 that it far exccls -the ; Schzmes of 
Mor- 
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Motality "drawn by the"beft and' moſt"e& 
lebrated ' Maſters 'of 'Pagan: Philofophy, 
and is more'tomprehetifive' and effectual 


to form''inefito true Holineſs thatl" ths 


Moſeical Law. ÞS] 
Tcorfeſ2;theHeathen Religion does not 
in the leaſt deſerve to be compared with 
the Chriſtian, no more (I may ſay, mth 
le) than the" light of the dimmieſt Can. 
dle ſhowvld be compared with the uti th 
its brightneſs, when all- miſts acid clouds 
are diſpelled, It were indeed too great 
an honour to; ame the' Alcorar with the 
New Teſtament; the one' being cottupt 
and imperte&, the other pute and petfect 
in its tendency , defighing to make niert 
truely vertudus and holy.” 7 
If we view the rules' which the belt 
and moſt refined Moraliſts preſcribe, we 
fhall finde 'miuch' Brafs among(t' their 
Gold, many things exceedingly fanlty, 
which, inſtead of forbidding: encouraged 
many foul Vices. Thus coticertning pie- 
ty towards God, what unbecoming 
thoughts did they entertain of him ? They 
changed (as the Apoſtle 'to the Romans 
oblcrves"the zlory of an incorruptible God 
iuto an Image made like corruptible man, 
Rom. 1. 23. and in thoſe moral 'dutics | 
that concerned themſelves and others, it 
= | were 


——{ we 


TTTTTn 
were eaſle to ſhew how miſerably they 
failed. The famous Peripatetick plea- 
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ded for the revcaging of Injuries : "The 1 
divine Plato. allowed the community of | 
Wives : The ſtri& Stoicks patronized the | 
lawfulneſs of Self-murther ; and thus pro- F 
feſſing themſelves to be wiſe; they became | 


fools. 

And yet (to the ſhame of Chriſtians) 
how conſpicuous was the moral gallan- 
try of the Rowars / how famous and glo- 
rious are they eſteemed for their Juſtice 
and Conſtancy in friendſhip by all ſuc- 
ceeding ages! their vertue did conquer 
reſpet and eſfeem from their Enemies, 
and made them beloved by thoſe who 
fear'd their power. And here I cannot 
but-take notice of St. Augnſiin's commen- 
dation of the old Romans : Becauſe God 
(ſays he) wonld not beſtow Heaven wpon 
the Romans, they being Pagans , he be- 
ſtowed the Empirt of the world upon them, 
becauſe they were vertnous. 

Ard yet the beſt rules thoſe INluſtrious 
Heroes and Law- givers. taught, are nat 
comparable to the Laws of Chriſtianity, 


upon theſe three accounts. Firſt, the Pa- 


gan Law is deficient in many things, and 
many particular Laws mightily tend to 
the promoting of vice; their Law-givers 
being 


Mr. 
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being i ignorant of the imrodution of fin, 
never: made any precepts againſt the firſt 
motions'to forbidden vbjedts. © Secondly, 
thoſe good Laws they taught , are more 
clearly revealed in the\ Goſpel, Which 
hath brought life and immortality tolight: 
As the Goſpel 'commands. onely 'fact 
things rhat are good, and: forbids-onely 
vice.z ſo\ it more conſpicuouſly manifeſts 
what is good,that we may'do Ir, and'what 
1s evil, tkat we way evitet. "29" good 
Laws that Epaminondas mn: The! Lycur- 
gwus in Lacedemon, and 4rsftiderin in Athevs 
taught,are'in theGofpel-Occonomy more 
excellently. confirmed; 6d we are now 
undoubtedly! fecured , 'that we do well 
in obſerving what is-commanded , andin. 
abſtaining 'from what is prohibieed;whichi 


Nama Pompilinr, Marcus Antonizs,and 


all the 'Law-givers either: 'of \Greeps or. 
Rome,could: neyer\bei futty: aſcertajned'of. 
Thitdly,.'\we-have better: encouragements 
and inducemeats. ro- obey the Goſpel- 

precepts, than any other: Religion /pre- 
ſcribes.:': The' beſt motive” to virtue a- 
mong(t the Heathens was; that vertwe 3s 4 
reward to it ſelf ; that'it is the means to 
be celebrated by after-ages,and (uch-hke;z 
which were but inflate encourape- 
meuts, if compared with the eternal] and 
unſpeak- 
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of: which I ſhall-ſpeak-anon.. ©). 
to\theC 


It 10atitd be darpated with, :itibeing fo 
t-exceeded bythe. Golpel :: #irſ?, the 


war, 
RO 


ing.1%:0f24 letter:hope.; is:more; fpiritual 


trirety: of |a-bettercnovenant;, v.22: $0.that 
Wirtnay, angutoes the: Apoltie:intherith 

— pterdothy Ff there- 
ere 


engAken Prieſt ſhorbd ariſe #:; heonfels, the 
legal :Sacribges:9id ſhadow. forth: the fa; 
tsfagiton off Gbrifics but yet d make-na 
daobs: but-we may now; underſtand the 
tiotent and-meaningatalliholeGyermuch 
better,'than;they: could. -- Second!y, the 
Cerezaorial Law, av it; was. very-burthen- 
lome, {0.did ;it chiefly tend:to make the 

+£9217 obſer vers 


Moleibal difperfation. 15 not unfitly cal- Þ 
Is by the greatiApoſtle, 4 law of acars Þþ : 
omiauarndments Fleb..7..46. anil 4 law |} * 
a. made.apthing perfe@®. 9:19, but || * 
the Gelpel, which igthere called:the brings || - 
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un{Peakably, plumaus reward whoch Chris vL 
fianity; :holds: forth ,-, and: theſe ſevere! © 
tincatoings bywhich it ſecures its Laws; | E 


| T8 


> Aator, the\dMyſaral Lam;cwhich, next 


camparihle ,:therearethireggeaſons why | 


py 
Y 


tad rEhined 3..and, Jeſ1as-,18 ſaid--to; be a | 


4 
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perſonne wereby the Levitical Prieſt» | 
hendsn(;farandetuit.the peojfilt:: received | 
the Law) mbat further ineed wasthere.that. | 
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w__ | ehſernen  thereat ex erally .,7 righteous 
ere $ and , nat- fo lt rongly,, enfo CE. t he 
vs3 | £ ea of the heart As for = Kio- 
q. ral Law, the Chriſtian rule as- it dues 
*s | 4 as (tritly enjoyn it, ſo, it does much mote 
n. J powerfully excite med to the pertormance 
wy | ! of it, promiſivg not * a; temporal -battal 
ſo | eternal ping Thirdly:: the Moſpcal 
ze © diſpenſatipn id indulge Bany, practices 
|. © Which the C Can rule} ly condenmas 3 
| fuch as Poly amy and Di voice, and ſeye; 
ral Marriages allowed by bo other Law: 
« | and Jndeed he whole cqntexture of the 
- | Jewiſh Religion feemsth he onely calcy- 
1 | late as it did well carreſp ond with, the 
; | humour and getiius of that cop ſe, 9 
> | conld not therefore be*a' ek neral L 
| 


| agreeing with, and well” Roeopenty ly 
the inclinations and humoyrs of all Na- 
 F ions, as the Chriſtian rule is. 
| Ary manthat ſhall compare the Jewiſh 
7 Religion with the Chriſtian, ſhall be eafi- 
# Iy convinced that this does more eti:&1+ 
! ally conduce to the purifying of us from 
& all filthineſs both of the fleſh and of the 
E ſpirit than the former ; and, that of all 
{ the Schemes of Religion that' ever were 
: for none does deſerve to be paral- 
Z leI'd with Chriſtianity ; nor can adopt ta 
# them that noble charadterthe great Apo- 
i {tle 
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ftle g gives of the Goſpel, Roz. I. 16; That : 
zt is the power of God to ſalvation. 
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CHAP. III. F. 7 
Motives and inducements to the praice 4 
of Holineſs. = 


S the naked propoſal and RTE Io | 
A ration of an excellent and: beauty 
ful objeq, ts motive enough'to excite our | 
love, and draw out our affetions to it: | 
ſo mcthiokFHoline/s , Which of all things 
1s the moſt noble, moſt excellent, and the 
moſt loyely,. ſhould, even abſtracted from 
the conſiderations of its utility and ad- 
vantages,conquer our eſteem, But God 
knows how much our depraved natures | 
in this lapſed eſtate ſtand in need of en- 
couragements to excite us to our duty ; | 
and I wiſh common experience did not 
make it too certain, that all motives are 
little enough to form usto Holineſs. 

Tz the former Chapters I have onely | 
Jaid a foundation'to this : for I thought 
it fit to tell men what I underſtand by Ho- 
lineſs, before I ſhould excite them to it. 
Ja this dark age of the world we want 
not inſtances (God knows, too many) 
of mens too frequent miſtakiag vice for 
vertue, 
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vertue'; to prevent which errour, it was 
thought neceſfary to ſhew men their du- 
ty ; and having done this, the next thing 
I propoſed, was to lay down everal mo: 
tivesand inducements to engage men to 
the practiſe of Holineſs , founded ſolely 
upon this, that all thoie endearing ar- 
guments that prevail with us to perform 
ary duty or aCtion relating to our ſecu- 
lar:conceras ,. do more. powerfully _— 
us. to be holy. 

-Thzs'1s, I confeſs, a ſubject which fot 
itsn6blenels deſerves' a better judge- 
ment, a more clear wit, ;and.a more en+ 
livened and quick fancy to handle it than, 
I'tan pretend” to;: yetif I'can but pre- 
vail with others to perfect what:I have be- 
gun, ſhall not think I have-much mif-em- 
ploy'd my time in writing this Diſcqurſe.- 

- This Chapter is like to be ſomewhat 


diſproportionable to the reſt .in length, 


it being at-fir{t.the onely deſigned (ub- 
ject to be diſcourſed on ;, I'tha)l therefore 
divide! It into-ſeveral Sections. 


The Noble Pattern of Holineſs. 


The great faclination of * Mankinde to 
Imitation , pave ground (l _ NO) 
E 


oO 
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to that old Maxime, Plas docent exempla 
quam precepts 5: our depraved natures are || 
very apt to contemn Precepts, ' and; to | 
court forbidden obje&s: Fhe tye of a | 
Commandment is become (by our 1n- | 
creaſed guilt) too weak to binde us to 
our duty,& 1s made as light'of as Samepſor 
made of thoſe ropes with which he was 
bound before his locks were cut. But 
.O what a ſecret and powerful influence 
have Examples on the ſpirits of men! I | 
have ſeen Servants and Children 'who Þ 
have contemned Commands, yet ſhamed | 
to. their duty by the Example of their 
Maſters and Parents, The . courage and 
valour of a Captain, -proves frequently 
more powerful to inſpirit inferiour Souk 
diers, thag'the moſt forcible injunRions 
and helps. to make even cowards ſtout; 
whileas a timerons Commander diſhear- 
tens the bravelt Souldiers,and by his flight 
will make' them who feared no danger 
turn their backs. 
Common experience makes it paſt donbr, 
that the patrociny and example of great 
men 1s enough to render any thing fa- 
ſhionable. - We daily have proofs of this 
before our eyes: nay, ſo powerful doex: 
amples ſometimes prove, that not onely 
the (i]ly modes and geſtures of men have 
been 


3 we. 


Writ we read, 
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been imitated , but alſo their natural | 
imperfeCions, 2s Nero's wry. Neck was at 
Rome. It is the Poets obſervation : 2 


Regis ad exemplum totus componitur bi, 


Upon which account , I heartily wiſh the 


. Nobles and Great men of this age would 
illuſtrate Holineſs by their Examples ; and 


T. doubt not but, confemned . Holineſs 
ſhould be as faſhionable'as they have now 
made Vice by their patrociny. In ſacred 
- that when the Rulers of 

Judah and Iſrael werereligious, and ex- 
amples of Vertve, . that the. whole people 
iniitated their footſteps, and worſhipped 
the Lord God. of their Fathers : : But 


When the Rulers became patrons of Vice, 


then the whole people” ſacrificed in the 
high places, and wotſhipped their Calves 


At Dax ahd Bethel. 


-"F isindeed a caſe that well « Jeſcivin't to, 


'be regretted- with  flouds of. tears , that. 


the footſteps of thoſe who. tranſpreſs 
ſhould prove more efficatious-and'effe- 
-&ual,y and' have a greater influence on. 


| COT thafthe' preſidents of good men : 


! but mote lamentable is it ,/ that deſpiſed 
verrue lies tike'the: cotitenned aſhes. oa 
the level, ant has fo feWto raiſe upits e- 


fem: wYy their examples." *- 
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And now , ſeeing Examples have. ſo | 
much force, methinks I hear the Captain 
of our ſalvation ſaying, as Abimeleck (aid | 
to the men that were with him, Judg. | 
9. 48. Make'haſte, and do a5 T have done. | 
Chriſt Jeſus . hath by his example taugbt 
us Our duty, 'I Pet. I.15,16.. As he which 
hath called you is holy, ſo be ye holy in all 
manner of converſation; becauſe it is 
written, Be ye holy as T am holy. Upon 
which account we are ſerioully exhorted | 
in Scripture to look unto Jeſus, and'to | 
walk as he walked; and can any conſi- 
deration more abundantly ferve to inſpi- 
rit and excite us to live holy, than this? 
Methinks our having fo brave an example 
ſhould. provoke us to follow: his footſteps, 
who did no fin, weither was guile favne. in 
Þis mouth. 

There are two chief ——_— that ans | 
1y prevail with us to.1mitate gther exam- 
ples. Firſt; . the dipnity and greatne(s-ot 
the perſon. | Secondly , Intereſt and;ad- 
varitage. Now both theſe motives ſhould 
moſt powerfully prevail with. us to make 

Chriſt the copy of our lives 2, For: firſt, 
1f,, we conſider the dignity and worth:of 
his perſon, is he not the-Son of the /li- 
ving God, whoin. the days;of his humilia- 
tion thought it n9. robbery.;fo be cated 
equal 
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equal with God # He was not a perſon of 
a mean and low extraction, how meanly 
ſoever he lived here, but one of extraor- 
dinary worth, who by partaking of hu- 
mane nature elevated it to the higheſt 
degree off honour : He'was not onely the 
ehiefeſt among ſt ten thouſands, but the 
delight of Heaven and Earth, before 
whom the Princes of the Earth muſt ap- 
pear, and the great men, to give him an 
account of their works. And as for 7-- 
tereſt, (hall afterwards make it plain, that 
we 1a nothing 'more croſs our advantage, 
than ia walking contrary to Chriſt. 

But alas! how little are we moved by 
this noble preſident to minde Holineſs ? 
how ſeldom do weexpreſs in our actions 
the vertues of our ſpiritual King?although 
there 1s: nothing more rational, more e- 
quitable and juſt, than to follow his foot- 
ſteps who hath called us to his Kingdom 
and Glory; nothing more hononrable, 
nor can advance our happineſs more,than 
to be conform to the image of Chriſtz yet 
iQ oppoſition to the moſt cadearing en- 
couragements , we have as much ſet at 
nought his examvle, as Herod and his men 
of war did his perſon, Lake 23.11. Alas ! 
'what tears ar2 ſufficient to expreſs and 
ſet forth this exc<<di12 great madn({: 2nd 
1({olency ? E 3 Ole» 


_ 
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jadge more rationally, prove a thouſand 
times wiſer 3 for who amongſt you does 
not make diligent enquiry for the moſt 
exatt pattern, that ye may conform what 


ters of eyerlalting moment, how careleſs, 


If I had not been held forth as the moſt 
deſirable copy, as a pattern moſt accom- 
modate to your ſtate, your caſe had been 
more tolerable; but ſince you can pre- 
tend no rational excuſe for your rejeqting 
of me, Behold, Je aqſpiſers, wonder and 
$5 

: T confeſs, our bleſſed Prince cerformed 
many extraordinary and miraculous a- 
tions, which could have no other author 
but one inveſted with omaipotency 3 and 
although we cannot, are not required 
to ſet Chriſt as our preſident i in theſe, as 
ikewiſe in many other ſpecial aQions he 
performed, as his taltiog forty days, &*c. 
yet even theſe we are called to admire:5 
8nd mult 1a ſo far imitate , as they were 
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Methinks 1 hear our bleſſed Prince | 
ſpeaking thus in his own vindication 5 Ye, Þ 
unwiſe and fooliſh ſons of men, how long | 
will ye prefer imperfe&t and ignoble pat-, 
terns to one that 1s every whit perfet and; | 
compleat 2 In your ſecular concerns ye, 
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ye deſigne according to it > but in mat- | 


how negligent and fooliſh doye prove? | 
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E expreſſions of his great.charity and kind- 
© neſstomen, andof his truſt and depen- 

 dancy upon his Heavenly Father. Butas 
# for thoſe moral -aftions he-performed, we 
| areextreamly,culpable if we do not make 


him our pattern, if we walk not as he 
walked: And it is ſure the moſt nnac- 
countable thing that can be ,. to profeſs 
our ſelves tobe his Diſciples, and to de- 


| ſpiſe the leſſons he hath. copied out to 
S us. 


The whole life of Chriſt being one con- 


| tinued lectureof Holineſs, preſents to our 
{ view a large field to diſcourſe upon : but 


my intended brevity will not allow me 
to: mention all thoſe particular actions 
and vertues of his, which. we ought to 
imitate. [I ſhall therefore contract my 
diſcourſe to thoſe more remarkable -1n- 
ſtances , wherein we ſhould induſtriouſly 
endeavour to imitate the holy Jeſus 1n his 
ſpirit and aftiong : and ſure there cannot 
be. a more powerful motive to form.us to 
holineſs than his moſt excellent life, which 
1s a pattern abſolutely perfe&.,-and de- 
ligned as a fair copy after which we ſhould 


| write. 


I the firſt place, our-bleſſed Leader 
(for ſo he-is called, Iſa; 55» 4.) hath by 
his precept, as well as his praQtice,eojoyn- 
E 4 
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ed'us 10 learn mecknek atddhumilicyof. | 
him; Mat; x 14 29. 'Leio4-bf met, for T am. 


plea and Towly ir heavt: Throughout the | 


whole covrſe of ©his life he did evidence a: 


ſpirit full of calmneſs and-quictneſs.: If : 


we trace his foorteps from-rhe Cradle'to 
the Croſs, we ſhall nor fined him either 
by thts words *6f a&ions; diſcovering the 
teaft expreſſion of wrath or revenge'5 

but 'the moſt” admirable: diſpoſition of 
gentleneſs and meekneſs, even then when 
his inſultiog Enemies endeavoured to caſt 
upon him the moſt ignomiaious affronts. 
We read, Numb: 12.3. of Moſes his great 
iſbeknels : > but how was he once and a- 
gain tranſported” with paſſion ! but ne- 
ver did our meek-Jeſus., "by the- moſt in- 
ſiifferable abuſes he received, [ever diſco- 
ver a diſcompoſed fpirit. ' 7ſa. 53. 7. He 
was oppreſſed, and he'was afflifed, yet he 
opened not his: month : he is brought as 
2 lamb to-the ſlaughter, and as a ſheep be- 
for# her fhearers ks dumb, ſo he oepeneth not 


his mouth. He" did indeed frequently | 


whe: eWith extraordinary - provacations to 
anger; but yet how ſweet were his re- 
proals 2 when the Samaritans refuſed to 
recewe hin. Crke 9. 53. be did norereat 
then with. coptumelious ſpceches , inor 
FeVenge hIavlele % 5 pon them; :lhough he 
wp Al could 
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could have done i it with eafe ; .but being: 
deſired by his exaſperated Diſciples to call 


 forfirt from Heaven to conſume them, he 
E rebuked their revengeful motion with 
| The Son of' man is not come to deſtroy. 


mens lives, but to ſave' them. It would 


{ betoo prolix'a buſineſs to inſtance the'fe- 


veral examples of his Gentleneſs 'and 


\ Meekneſsz only let us view the laſt ſcene 
of hislife, where we ſhall behold lively 


inſtances to confirm this. When he did 
finde his three Diſciples, whom he had 
commanded to watch , leeping, he did 
not upbraid them for their negligence, 
but gently'aſks them, hat, conld not ye 
watch with me one hour © and when he 
was treacherouſly accoaſted by his own 
Diſciple , who became leader to a great 
multitude who came out with Swords 
and Staves toapprehend him, with what 
aſtoniſhing mildnefs did he entertain this 
Traytor, who had the unpudence to be- 
tray him with a kiſs? Friend, whereſore 


art thou come £ Mat.26. 50. or,as another 


of the Evangeliſts expreſlcth it, pm 
trayeſt thou the Son of man with a kiſs # 

This was al! the hard Janguage he treated 
him with. And after he was apprehended, 
with what horrid contumehes anJ affronts 
did 
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did-bis barbarous Enemies entertain him8Þ 
they did ſpit in his face, and buffet him;Þ"1 
( the higheſt affronts imaginable) they Þ 
{tripped him of his ordioary cloaths, and 
put upon him a fools robe, and a Crown*! 
of Thorns ; and being thus diſguiſed, theyſ{L 
expoſe himto the mockery and contempt|if V 
of the Spectators. Notwithſtanding of allſſ} 
which , he opened not his month; but 
with a molt ſedate and ſerene temper he re. 
ceived all theſe abuſes,as the Apaltle Peter 
expreſlethit, 1 Pet. 2. 23. When he wat 
reviled he reviled not again , when he ſuf. 

ered he threatned not , but committed 


himſelf to hime that Judgeth righteouſ:- 
"i | 


 Meekneſs, IT confeſs, is fo noble a ver- 
tue, accompanted with ſo many admira- 
ble and charming advantages,that 1t needs 
(as one would think) but few words to 
recommend it to men 5 but noargument 
is like to prevail more with generous 
mindes, than the example of ſo excellent 
and perfect a Pattern. Sure I am, it is the 
moſt unaccountable thing imaginable, for | 
the Diſciples of ſo meek a Maſter to be 
of a diſpoſition and temper quite oppo- 

ſite to his, 
' But as his meekneſs, (o is his humility 
alſo recommended to our imitation : As 
he 
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imM#he was of a meek, fo alſo of a lowly :ſpk 
rit. His firſt appearance upon earth was 
} but- mean and deſpicable; he was. born 
(Cas the Scripture informs us) 1n a low 
eſtate , more fit for the meanelt of his 
Diſciples, than for ſo great a Prince. He 
was not brought forth in ſome ſtately Pa- 
Jace, nor. born in a Chamber curiouſly 
deckt, bug in a vile Stable where the 
bruit beaſts had their reſidence. Nay,aft- 
ter he had diſcovered himſelf by his 1}lu - 
ſtrious works to be a great Prophet, the 
true Meſſiah who enlightneth every one 
that cometh into the world,yet how hum- 
bly did he walk! his Companions he did 
| chuſe were bat mean Fiſhermen ; his Oc- 
cupation and Employment was no ways 
honourable ; and his Revenues were but 
ſmall, as he himſelf did teſtifie, 7he foxes 
oÞ Save holes, and the birds of the air neſts, 
it but the Sor of man hath not where he may 
of lay his head. 
ef Although his deſcent and extraQion 
e | was 1ncomparably great, yet he rather en- 
xr & deavoured to conceal than to brag of it; 
- | and fo humble was he, that he choſe 
rather to attribute the praiſe of his admt- 
red works to his Father , than take the 
honour of them to himſelf, Joh. 8, 28. 7 
do nothing of my ſelf , but as my hy 
TEE at 
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bath ranght me I ſpeak theſe things. 
- He was not;ambitious of Rule and Go- 


vernment , but. modeſtly refuſed to be a 
Ruler and Judge. Nay, when the mult1- 
tude thought to make him a King, he 
fhunned their- ſociety by an inviſible re- 
mova], it being quite contrary to his de- 
figne za coming 1ato the world , (as he 
tells us, Matth. 20. 28.) he cagre vot to be 
miniftred unto, but to miniſter, Andto 
correZ the inſoleat pride and ambition 
of his followers, how did he (ſtoop to 
waſh his Diſciples feet! a moſt admirable 
evidence of his lowlineſs of ſpirit. 

And now ſince our great Lord and 
Maſter did ſo wonderfully debaſe himſelf 
to the form of a Servant; ſince in all his 
ations he did manifeſt that he was meek 
and lowly, how prodigioully incongruous 
1s it for thoſe who profeſs themſelves to 
be his Diſciples to be proud and- lof- 
ty 2 

T confeſs, Hum ity 15a prace well be- 
comng our tfate as creatures; we are but 
dependent bciogs,heving life and motion, 
and ail thoſe endowments we are proud 
of, fromthe Father of ſpirits, from whos 
every good gi/t cometh. The treſh com- 
munications of his love we conſtantly | 
participate of,are freely beſtowed ; which. 
he 
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he may therefore; when he thinks fit, with 
an equal freedom and eaſeremove, with- 
6ut being guilty of injuringus. DE 
" Humility is that peculiar. grace that 
cronlifies and fits us to receive: the divine 
aid and aſſiſtance; as.:the'Apoſtle! $t: 
ames tells us, he je ver grace:to the bums 
ble. Upan which account we may. with 
the Wiſe man well conclude : Better is 
it to be of an humble ſpirit with the lows 
ly, than to divide the IAC the on 
Prov. 16: 195 
T7 doubt notbut. every: CON fidering! mart 
will-finde- his'own Reaſon fuggelt a'ſuf- 
ficient ſtore of arguments to-confute the 
imperious -affaults of Pride':and Ambi- 
tion : but methinks tione;can more pow- 
erfully;grevall with ingenuous ſpirits,than 
the: cotifideration” of -Chriſt's humility: 
with this how effeCtually 'may' heirepel e- 


very temptation to pride, by-ſaying, Was 
wy Maſterlowly of ſpirit, and does it do 
-cqme me td be'proude> 


Thirdly, Chriſt is alſo ſet forth as our 


:Pattern' 1 his: ſufferings :' If when ye do 


vell (faith: the Apoſtle) aud ſuffer ſor 


.Ttye take it patiently, this is acceptable 


with God: for even hitherto were ye cal- 


led; for Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us,leaving 
uw an example , that we ſhould fol ow'his 


ſteps, 
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fleps,$&c. 1 Pet. 2.20,21.&c; Heb.12.1,2. 
His patience under hisſ{ufferings was very 
admirable : : far; although he was flouted 
ant} contemned:-by his, vaworthy crea- 
tures , was expoſed to the baſe outrages 
of ſcandalous; ſfinners:', was made a ſpe- 
Facle,ſct at. nooght,ſpit upon, and ſmitten 
by unworthy worms, whom with a wotd 
he could have eaſily daſhed into-nothing 3 
ina word ,:ithetgh he endured all that 
malice could.tnvent , ſuffered the worſt | 
of temporal evils , and became obedient |: 
ta tbe curſed death of the craſs 3. yet not- 
withſtanding, how patiently did he e--Hdure 
the contrediGion of ſinners £ how entirely 
did-be ſubmit to his Fathers Will > Als 
though-he was-extreamly fenſible of the 
weight of  his-ſufterings , yet he did not 
10the leaſt evideace any revengeful mirid 
19 'the-midft of His extream-tortures, but 
ſweetly recommended his faul; into; his | 
Fathers hahds., And now can/any. motive 
more effectually convince-usto ſuffer pa- 
trently;? :2} 23} Gi Budd. ates St, . 
_ -> But Gud knows | how: muth- we ſet At. | 
-nought' this. preſident : -fain would we 
enjoy a continual proſperity, a life ofeaſe, 
without the leaſt mixtureor allay of trou- | 
-ble.. When we meer with any thing that } 
imb'tters our condition, 'ike the murmur- 
19g 
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og Iſraelites , we fret:and repine, and 
bur ſpirits begia to boil with rage and 
diſcontent 5 - we cannot endure to have 
- our ' pleaſures impaired ', but Joxah-like 
we are diſcontented , 'and ready toſay, 
we do well to be angry + we aggravate the 
molt minute trouble with imagined cir- 
cumſtances, and are-ready to ſay, Cove, 
behold and ſee if there be any affli@vorx 
1ike mine. And although we are aflured 
that our repinings: cannot remove or ligh- 
ten our burthen,. caanof give us the Jealt 
eaſe or relief ; yet we never reſt tl thoſe 
puddled ſtreams be-{tirred up. Our-grom- 
blings are almoſt inſepatable concomitants 
of our ſufferings; and if our Father 
ſmite us, we begin to accule his love agd 
tenderneſs, notwithſtanding he hath ua- ? 
; —_ us that whom he loveth be chaſten- | 
FD. p 3-0 
If we meet with reproaches , our _re- 
 venge is on the wing, 3- the leaſt afiront 
kindles this unſanGified fire: No argu- 
ments can tame our Fury ; no preſident 
proves cftequal to form our Souls to true 
patience. If we drink of the waters of 
Marah,we complaia of their bitternelſs,6, 
like fooliſh Children,think we are hardly 
dealt with. 
And although impaticace enflames ra- 
ther 
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ther than allahs: ene nemo; Though n 1t 
wwgments the'degrees of our tronble, and 
difenables us'to bear the ſtroke of Adver- 
fity 5 yet we will not be perſwaded to'a 
calm and quier ſubmiſſion to-the Divine 
Will: Though impatience -\exaſperates 
the pain, yet we think we do well to be 
angry. - If we meet with 1 injures, our ap- 
petite of revenge 1s ſtirred-up 5: fleſþ and 
bloud we (ay cannot endure fuch affrontss, 
we imagine it. ſtains our-Reputation and 
Honour in the world , and 1 1s _—_— 
and ſervile. 

.Thxs:do welew Fig- leaves to cover our 
nakedneks ; but the all-ſeeing God knows 
that all theſe repinings are artows directed 
againſt ' his. Providence 3 otherwiſe we 
_ ſhould with the Royal Pſalmiſt ſay, Twil 

rot. open my month, for thou didſt ite 
To this impregnable Fortreſs he had his 
recourſe, when'caullelly curſed and re- 
vikd by $bimeci : it was this that filenced 
-old'Elz, It isthe Lord , let him do what 
ſeemeth him good ; he durſt not quarrel at 
the meſſage, but quietly he ſubmits. There 
18 & fecret Providence which doth over- 
rule the moſt terrible accidents,and is not 
accountable to/humane Reaſon. All thoſe 
calamities and ſufferings we undergo, are. 
ordered by infinite Co::nſel 3 and inre- 


plaing 
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pining at ſuch diſpenſations, we rndizerts 
ly blame Almighty Goodneſs and Wil: 
dome. 

7s it fit and congruous that God ſhould 
take meaſures from men in lis Oeconomy 
of the World? is'it reaſonable that the 
whole courſe of things ſhouk'be + ut out 
of order, to ſatisficevery private mans hu- 
mor? can there be any greater " Inednefs; 
than to preſcribe rules of Government to 


infinite Wiſdom > Why then are we dif= 


ſatisfied with' our adverſe fate : 2. ove, do 
we repine and complait FO 

If 'we did indeed compire our Mer« 
cies with our Suffetings, *our Receipts 
with our Merits, or our Cbadition with 
that of ſome others, we could not but be 


_ convinced of pur folly :' but 'we (till pore 


upon the ſore ;; all our Fhoights are taken 
up and in exerciſe about'our aftliGton :; 
if we would deal rationally, let us view 
the ſufferings of our bleſſed Redeemer; 
and fee if we dare make a contrary con- 
cluſton to that of the Apoltle, 1 Pet. 4.T. 


x 


Foraſmpych then as chrift hath ſuffered for 


#5 in the fleſh, let 'us arm our ſelves like- 
wiſe with the ſame mind : He ſuffered 
patrently and calmly for us ; and it is but 


 rcaſonable that Servants imitate their 


Maſter, and ſuffer the diſaſters they meet 
- F with, 
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with, with the ſame -ind that he did ; 


that beiog thus made conform to our 


head, we may be allo partakers with. him 


| of his) Joy. 


'T3s indeed an unchild- like behaviour, 
to quarrel at the diſpenfations of our 
Heavenly Father : Alas! all we merit by 
our ſins, is ſtripes and.chaſtiſements ; and 
it is of the Lords mercy that we are not 
conſumed : ſure many who have offended 
leſs, have been juſtly ſent to everlaſting 
burnings, do now dwell with devouring 


| flames; and why ſhould a aliving man com- 


plain ? it were certalnly.,more ratianal 
to be humbled for the, evil that- accaſio- 
ned the rod, that our preſent miſery, may 
not be.the prelude to more laſting tor- 
ments. Nay, there isnothing that more 
oficads God, that is more contrary.to the 
pattern ſct before us, than to murmyr.agd 
Tepiane; let us therefore {tudy to bear the 
reſemblance of our £1deſt Brother, that 
our Heavenly Father may acknowledge 
us for his Children, 

Iz the next place, Chriſt's obedience to 
the Will of his Father, is ſet forth as our 
preſident ; and can any thing moze pow- 
erfully per{wade us to ebediencethan his 
example 2 which not onely diſcovers our 
duty, but allo inſpirits arid enables us to 
perform 
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perform 1t. If the marvelous" Þattern' of 
Chriſt's entire obedience 'does not fort 

our wills to' do 'what God enjoyns ;'I 

ſcarce know any argument that will prove 
 feCtual. 

- And now, how ſerious: was: our Lotd 
Thriſt in diſpatching that buſfaeſs his Fa- 
ther intruſted him with 2” The work'that 
his Father gave him to do he finiſhed it, 
Joh. 17. 4. and he teſtifieth' of himſelf 

That he did always thoſe things that pleas 


ſed his Father,Joh.8.29. and that he might 


more emphatically expreſ this, he tells us; 
Joh. 4. 34. My meat is td'4o the' will of 
bin that Jan a #e, and to finsſh"his work + 


and indeeg,; in that he ſo entitely reſigned 


tlie whole power of his Will to his Father, 
Not my will, bit thy will bedvne, we have 
the moſt anqueſtionable proof of his per- 
fe& obedience. - He was; as the gteat A- 


poſtle tells us, Obedient #5the' death of #ht 
Croſs, ſubmitted to the 'moſt dreadful 
ſufferings, ' thar he might itiſtru&t- us/#Þ 
keep his commandments "ver as be keft 
his Fathers commandments; Joh: P$>I Q. 
and that the ſa ame —_ wy 772 ws. that was 
in bin,” il BUY CIV 


But God: knows bevw lice! we reparl 


either his Precepts'or Exam; les : for a 


though our great Maſter has made his ©- 
” bedience 


aw 
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© bedienge. ous mule, yet. how ready arg we 
to. deſpiſe  it,;-if, ig, the Jeaſt, it crols guy 
humors or carnal intereſt? Alas ! ligtle 
do wecankider, that gbedience is eſſen- 
tially neceſſary in order to our ſupream 


1 happineſs 5, and. that torments, as ſevere 


and intolerable as they are laſting, are the 
lot of the diſobedient. 
1t were to be wiſhed that the rebelli- 


"Qus poſterity of Adaz would but ſeri- 


oufly ponder what 'they. will be able-to 
{ay in the-great day of Audit, Sure I am, 
the whole Contexture and Harmony, of 
the divine Precepts and.Noudrines AIRC- 
quitable and. juſt, and therefore call. for 


our hearty,compliance with them. The 


wiſe God never 1{Jued out, any Command 
which coyldinat;be obeyed 3 He is not 
hke the Z#qyptian T; ask- walters.to require 
Brick while there is na Straw. Nay, 10- 
deed,our.duty and.intereſtare coupled to- 
gether ſo cloſely, that if we diſobey:and 
rebe), we may thank our, ſelves for the 
miſery we. have choſen... .... 

; And As, his, obedience. isſer before ns 


for i imitation, {o 1s his Lgee, Charity, and 


Compaſſion alſo. His whole life was ſpent 
Ag-doing good.to-men; haw'tranſcendent 
1s-his love in-pityiog us-in our degene- 
rateand forlora eſtate? when we were 7 
5307 | odds 
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oddswith Heaven, and incapible to help 
ourſelves, then; even then, dic&he commi- 
ſerate our caſe;: and by his ow Blood re- 
conciled us to the Father, | Tt 1s the grea- 
teſt demonſtration: of love” imaginable, 


derful was the love of our Redeemer +9 
paſſing through ſo many” cruel ſufferings 


for us, who: were but Rebels and Ene- 


mies. O” how ſhould the remembrance 
of his boundleſs' compaſſions- tranſpo 
and raviſh us with love! how ftrange is 
It, thatthe higheſt endearmerits of Love 
have not inflamed our ſpirits, and made 
Love mutual and: reciprocal ! : 

Love 1s a molt excellent affeQion, of El 
noble original, by which we reſemble the 
beſt of beings; the great God being by 
the beloved Diſciple deſcribed to be Love: 
and indeed well does this defcription fate 
with his dealings with men. But alas! 
how unlike are we to God in this!- there 


isſcarceany duty more frequently incul- 


cated by our Saviour than Love, John 15. 
12. This is my commandment; that ye love 
one another as T have loved you : and yet 
how little efficacy has either hisprecept or 
example with us ? 

Bleſſed Redeemer | 'how unworthy do 


F 3 1n- 


er rro——s , 


for aan 'to'lay down his life for his W 
friend, Joh. 15. '13. and yet'tmore wor 
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impure Earth-worms requite thy love > 
thou. haſt ;not, been; wanting to conquer 
our affections, and to inflame our frozen; 
hearts with-:Jove to thee, and to'-our 
Neighbors: alſo : Thy life and Death 
camprehend the moſt erdearing argu- 
meats imaginable; and yet well maiſt thou 
alk. us as oncethou didſt Peter, Love you 
*e 2 but God:knows there are but a very 
few who canunfeigned]y ſay as this Diſci- 
ple-did, Lord;t hon kroweft that Ilove thee. 
We can remember all thy ſorrows with- 
outtears, and look upon thy agontes 
with 2n unconcerned eye : 'We can view 
thee.in the-Garder, when griefand pain 
made thee ſweat drops of blond, and be- 
hold theeas thou ſtood(t accuſed as a Ma- 
lefator-.befoce- Pilate, as thou wert con- 
temaed, ſcourged, and derided by impure 
worms, and molt ſpitefully repreſented in 
a, fools habit ;_ we can aſcend Mount Cat- 
wary, and contemplate thee as enduring 


+ the moſt ſhameful death of the Croſs, and 


hanging. betwixt two Thieves, and 'all 
this time have Adamantine hearts, which 
Teceiveng imprefiiqn. Bleſſed Redeemer! 
come, touch theÞ hearts af ours, that they 
.may be ovgrecome with love;that cur wills 
and afjecions may be-perfeRly manlded 


,according to thy pleaſure. 
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Snre if we had any ſparks of Scnero- 
ſity or common Ingenuity, we could not 


thus deſpiſe ſo much love: The very 


ris (who were reputed the worſt 
of men) yet loved thoſe that loved them : 
And it hath even in the molt degenerate 
times been reckoned the higheſt baſeneſs 
to contemn BenefaCors ; yet more bru- 
tiſh are we become than theſe, and may 
very fitly be ranked in a Category inferior 
to that'of bruits: For the Aſs (as ſacred 
Writ tells vs) knoweth his maſters crib, 

and the Ox his owner, Iſa. 1. 3, The ve- 
ry beaſts in their owg manner expreſs a 


| kinde of love to their Benefafots z and 


yet although our Redeemer hath made 
our peace by his blood on the Croſs, and 


hath reverſed that ſentence of Damnation 


paſſed uporus ; although he hath endu- 
red the greateſt diſhonour and pain ima- 
ginable, that we might be celivered from 
the wrath to come, yet this unparallel'd 
kindneſs, the greateſt endearment of love, 


hath not had the kindly effe& to quicken 


* ourdead and benummed hearts,but like a 


lifeleſs carcaſs we remain inſenſible with- 


out the leaſt return of love. 


And indeed it can ſcarce be well expe- 
Qed that the example cf his love to us 
(hould engage us to love one another, 
= In fiace 
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E| fince 1t h produced ſo'little love 1n us 


to himſelf. But however, I need not take 
much pains to prove that hereby we de- 
monſtrate'our ſelves to be of all men the 
moſt uvgrate, and juſtly liable to the ſeve- 
reſt puniſhment ever inflicted upon the 
greateſt criminal. | 

It would be too prolix to enumerate 
the ſeveral inſtances wherein Chriſt is ſet 
forth as our Pattern : ſure I am, he hath by 
his example taught us the exerciſe of all 
vertuesz and I may ſay (as himfelt ſaid in 
another caſe). If we know theſe things, 
happy are we if we do them. 

To ſum up this Seftion, it will not be 
amiſs to obviate an Obje&ion, which is in- 
deed but very trivial, although it be too 
commoaly urged : tne Objection is, How: 
7s it poſſible for men to conform to Chriſl, 
and be holy as he is holy ? Anſ.l have alrea- 
dy told, that it is not expetted that we 
ſhould 1mitate our bleſled Redeemer in 
all and every of thoſe ations he perfor- 
med; but in ali thoſe moral duties which 
he hath enjoyned by his righteous pre- 
cepts, and encouraged us by his example 
to perform, theſe we muſt by no means 
neglect : and to maniteſt the poſſibility of 
doing theſe, we may ſatisfie our ſelves by 
viewing .the piqus and deyout lives of 
primitive 
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primitive Chriſtians. Tt'is a great miſtake 
to think we are commanded to a rigorous 
and ſtri& converſation which cannot be 
attained z the faithful 1n former ages have 
run the ſame race that 1s ſet before us 3 
they have fully enough cleared the poſſi- 
bility of our duty : Wherefore ſeeing we 
alſo (as the Apoſtle argues) are compaſ- 


ſed about with ſogreat a cloud of witneſ- 
ſes, let us lay aſide every weight, and the 
fin that doth- ſo eaſily beſet ws, and let as 


run with patience the race that is ſet before 
45, Heb. 12. 1. For ſhame, let us rather 
imitate the excellent holineſs of primitive 
Chriſtians, than the impure practices of 
thoſe who are ſtrangers from the ſacred 
Covenant. | 

0 the perfe& love and imitable kind- 
neſs of the firſt profeſſors of the Goſpel ! 
what purity, what integrity and inno- 
cence appeared in their lives? how raviſh- 
ing and ſplendent were their vertues and 


graces; their Patience in ſuffering, their 
Courage and Magnanimity in death, their 


Temperance and Moderation, their Cha- 
rity and Compaſſion, their Equality and 
Juſtice, and their Contempt of this World 
and all earthly cancerns for the ſake and 
honour of their Maſter > Theſe were the 


yertues they were adorned with, which 
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made the Heathen world,” who hated the 
Dodrine they profeſſed, yet eſteem and 
reverence them. - Bonus vir Cajus Sejus, 


viſt Chriſtianus. 


SECT. 2. 
Holineſs the condition pf ſuture Happi- 


neſs. 


' The deſire of Happineſs is ſo natural to 
all that partake of humane nature, that 
it can no more be ſeparate from it than 
heat can be from fire. "Tis true, the mt- 
ſtakes concerning happineſs are as nume- 
rous as dangerous ; every one 1n this cor- 
rupt ſtate 1s apt to frame a happineſs which 
beſt ſuits his inclinations : but yet there 
15 no man ſo devoid of reaſon, who doth 
not deſire to be happy ; although indeed 
there be but a few who make uſe of the 
right means to attaia to true felicity. 

Daily experience puts it beyond doubt, 
that a carnal and fictitious felicity is by 
the unwiſe fons of men purſued with the 
moſt 1ndefatigable pains and induſtry poſ- 
fible. Now how ſtrange;to amazemeat,is 
it tothink, that men (hovld be ſo ſedulous 
10 hunting after a fancied felicity, and yet 
ſonegligent, fo careleſs and unconcerned 
about a real happineſs which is both ſatis- 
fying and laſting ? But 
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Byt not to digreſs; that which I am now 
| to urge, is: fince happineſs is that which 
| excites men to perform any thing chear- 
filly in order to the attaining of it, how 
| mightily.:ſhould the expecation of a fu- 

ture felicity induce them to the practice 
of Holineſs? for betwixt the two our 
bleſſed Saviour has made an inſeparable 
connexion, Matth. 5: 8. Bleſſed are the 
pure in ſpirit, for they ſhall ſee God : and 
indeed it-1s the height of folly and mad- 
| neſs, for impure wretches'to expect they 
ſhall be partakers of theinheritance of the 
Saints of light; for as the 'Apoltle tells 
us, There ſhall in no wiſe enter into it any 
thing that defileth, Rev. 21.27. Holi- 
neſs 1s the eſtabliſhed condition of happi- 
neſs, Heb. 12. 14. Without holineſs no mar 
ſhall ſee God. Hence is 1t that all the pro- 
miſes concerning our future felicity are 
onely made to thoſe men who purifie 


themſelves from all filthineſs of the fleſh 


and ſpirit; and the great deſign of them, 
1s to encourage us to Holineſs;upon which 


account St. Pax/ draws a very preſling in- 
ference, 2\Cor.7. I. Having therefore theſe 
promiſes, (of which he ſpake ia the fore- 
going Chapter ) let us cleanſe our ſelves 
from all filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, 

Pperfeding holineſs in the fear of —_ | 
There 


»- 
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There ts nothing more certain, than that 
onely holy ſouls are in a capacity of par- 
ticipating of - that future felicity 5 and 
theſe may without the lealt charge of pre- 
ſumption claim an intereſt in it : But for 
thoſe. vitious wretches, who are wholly 

polluted, who have devoted themſelves 
' to commit ſin with greedineſs, and take 
pleaſare 1a doing evil ; how utterly in- 
capable are they {if they continue ſuch) 
to dwell in his preſence, who is not 4 God | 
that taketh pleaſnre in wickedneſs £ 
_ And naw ſeeing there is ſuch an inſepa- 
rable connexion between Happineſs and 
Holineſs, it cannot be amiſs if we take a 
ſhort view of the excellency of this cce- 
leſtial felicity, that it may more plainly 
appear what a notable encouragement 
and motive it js to holineſs. 

There be two things that forcibly re- 
commend the excellency of that future 
ſtate of bliſs. - Firſt, A perfe& freedom 
and, immunity from all evils. And $e- 
cond!y,a perpetual enjoyment of the chief 
good. 

Firſt, it 18 a bleſſedneſs wholly exempt 

from evils whether of ſenſe or loſs ; 'tis a 
' happineſs attended with no inconvenien- 
cies, nor diſmal.circumſtances, as the hap- 

plelt ſtate here is : we now walk in the 

| midff 
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midſt of perplexing doubts and fears 
temptations increaſe our.inquietudes, and 
dangers our 'continual fears': our con- 
plaints are by far more-nimerous than 
our joys 3 nay; what is onr whole life, but 
a:ſcene where forrow and fears a&t their 
parts ! Maz that is born of 'a woman i# of 


few days, and full of evil. 


- But our future bleſſedneſs quite ex+ 
clades all thoſe evils ; there .is- nothi 

admitted'to imbitter that pleaſznt tate” 
Rev. 21. 4. And God ſhall wipe away aN 
tears from their eyes, and there ſhall FA 20 
more death, neither ' ſorrow, nor crying, 
either ſhall there be any more pain ;, for 
the former things are paſſed away, 'The 
holy ſoul ſhall then no more complain'dF 
any dolorous hours ; the heavenly Jerss 


fatens 1s a place unacquainted with every 


thing that is uneaſie and troubleſome. - * 

And yet this is but the leaſt part of the 
Saints felicity : for as they ſhall enjoy a_ 
perfect freedom from evil,ſo ſhall-they al- 
ſo--be advanced ta the fulleſt fruition of 
that God, whiere all the ſtreams of good- 
neſs do finally empty themſelves: Bleed 
are the pure iz [pirit, for they ſhall: ſee 
Ged, Matth. 5.8, They ſhall ee him, not 
as.now through a Glaſs darkly, but then 
face to face, 1 Cor. 13, 12, they ſhall, Vn | 
te 
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the Angels in Heaven, always behold the | 
Face of their Father, Matth. 18. 10.'in 
whoſe preſence ( as the Pſalmiſt aſſures 
us) i ſulneſs of joy, and at whoſe right 
hard are pleaſures for. evermore, Plal. | 
16. 14. Othe unſpeakable deleQability 
of the Saints future ſtate | where the moſt 
bleſſed God ſhines forth in his Glory, 
where the beams of beauty raviſh theibe- 
holders, who ſtand continually in his pre- 
| ſence receiving. the manifeſtations of his 
Glory [ \\ | WL 1 Ft 
+ Sxre if the. faint. expectation-of enjoy- 
tag the company of vertuous men in their 
fancied Elyzinm, did inſtigate ſome Hea- 
thens to imitate their vertues 3 how much 
Kore perſwaſive ſhonld the heavenly Je- 
reſalem, and the City of the living God 
be ? where the holy Soul ſhall be admit- 
ted to converſe with an 1nnumerable com- 
pany of holy Angels, and taken into the 
bleſſed Society and Church of the firſt- 
born 3 where all thoſe imperfections: that 
imbitter our communion here,. are remo- 
ved; wherethe holy Soul ſhall fee Jeſus | 
the bleſled Mediator of the new Covenant, 
Heb. 12. who ſuffered ſo much for. fin- 
ners, now fitting in glory and majeſty ; 
not crowned (as once he was)with #horns, 
nor 'wearing a pyrple robe 3 but having-on 
his 
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bis head the moſt zranſplendeng _— 
and cloathed- with Majeſty and Beauty. 
Methinks the thoughts, of. beboldiag-this 
glory, and- participating, of ſo.much feli- 
city, ſhould excite the moſt lazie ta fol- 
low Holineſs, and to walk worthy, of 
him who hath called us to his Ki 

and glory. | 

But | confeſs I am not able to ens 
half of the glory of that. future felicity-: 
The blefled Apoſile ſeems - to jatimate, 
that all H yperbolical expreſſions fall ſhore 
1m deſcribing it, 2 Cor., 4-17. where: he 
ſtiles it, 4-far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory : and 1, Cor. 2. 9.; betells 
us, Eye hath not ſeen, nor. ear heard: te; : 
ther hath it extred into; the heart.of man 
to conceive what God. hath. prepantd for 

thoſe that love him. Fox although. we may 
be aſſured..that the reward is.of infinite 
value, and. that the righteons; ſhall. ſhine 
forth as the ſun in, oh kingdom of their 
Father : yet the molt, glorious part is hid 
from the eyes of viators; 'tis onely thoſe 
who taſte the Honey-comb that can beſt 
diſcover its ſweetneſs. 

Azxd yet it is prodigiouſly ſtrange, that 
the imperfeCt glance of future Glory that 
men may here behold, is ſo ineffectual to 
form them to Holineſs; that men who 

know 
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Khow they may be forever happy; if they 
would ſtudy and endeavour to be holy in 
all manner- of: converſation, yet hve as if 
they thought fach a happy ſtate not wor= | 
thy! to be noticed. _ 

'T confeſs, if the faithful and true God 
had-aot promiſed this ſtate of bleſſedneſs, 
and diſcovered by revelation the truth 
and reality of 1t, we'could never have drea- 
med of partaking of ſo mineh happineſs, 
Fhe Heathen world could/never be aſcer- 
tairied- (by Natures dim hght) that the 
Soul is beyond all - doubt immortal, and 
thatthere is 2 future ftate of rewards and 
puniſhmears. 'Fhe wilſeſt of their Philo- 
ſophers, by their moſt laborious ſearch, 
were \.-exceedingly - confuſed in their 
thoughts aboutiir; and-conld at the moſt. 
only entertain fome probable gueſſes and 
coljeFures,' foinded upon' tnoral argu- 
mens, whict-could never perfeqly con- 
quertheir doubts : They did indeed think 
It was very reafonableto'believe that God 
(who is holy, jaft; and good) would in 
another life (ſince he did it not in this 
reward good men, and pumtſh the bad '; 
but they could not be, beyond all donbr 
aſcertained that it would be fo. The moſt 
celebrated Socrates, who parted with this 
life in expefation of a better, plainly told 
his 
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his Friends, it was God onely who knew 
whether there were a future felicity or 
not 3 much leſs could either he. or any 
other, without revelation , diſcover the 
nature and quality of the bleſſedneſs of 
that future ſtate. And indeed, although 
they entertained ſome imperfect notions 
of a future life of bliſs for the Soul, yet 
they never thonght ofthe reſurrecion-of 
the Body : although 'tis true, the felicity 
they formed, was more congruous by far 
to ſatisfie ſenſual appetites, than rational 
Souls: The Poets Elyziame being much of 
the ſame pature with the Mahometan Pa- 
rediſe, exactly accommodated to their 
fleſh and ſenſes. G6. | 
Tz theſe thick clouds of darkneſs. and 
Ignorance did the wiſeſt of the Heathens 
walk: Exceedingly perplexed they were. 
what to think, their doubts being greater 
than their hopes. But the ariſing of.the 
Sunſbine of Righteouſneſs hath wholly 
diſpelled all that darkneſs; the Goſpel 
hath brought life and immortality to light, 
2 Tim. 1. 10. and hath nndoubtedly afſu- 
red us that there is a reward for the. Righ- 
teous; and that Holineſs ſhall be crowned 
with Happineſs. 
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SECT. 3. 


Holineſs the onely ſafe way to eſcape the 


wrath to come. 


Fear is a paſſion ſo extreamly violent, 
and repugnant to Humane nature, that 
nothing imaginable is of more force to 
conquer the unruly wills of men to duty. 
Hence. is it, that even humane Laws are 
much more ſecured by puniſhments than 
rewards: Therefore if the promiſe of * 
Heaven be not forciþle enough to work | 
upon our rebellious Wills, we have a Map 
of eternal and intolerable torments to 
excite our fear, and to affright us from the | 
commiſiion of thoſe fins that lead down | 
to the chambers of death ; and that drawa # 
ſocxa(ly, that it is the greateſt miracle, | 
that men-will notwithſtanding ſlight Ho- | 
lineſs, which is the onely means to evite | 
theſe laſting tortures. | 

T# ſacred Writ, the torments of the | 
damned are repreſented by ſuch terrify- | 
ing expreſlions, that it is a wonder they * 
Impreſs nor a fear and terrour upon the 
molt daring fianer. The Apoltle St. Jude 
deſcribing Hell, calls it, The vengeance of 
eternal fire, and the blackneſs of darkneſs | 
For ever, Jude 7,13. And the Apoltle 
St. John 
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St. John calls it, A lake of fire and brim- 
fone, Rev. 20. 10, 15, Our Saviour 
more emphatically deſcribes it to be 4 
fire that can never be quenched, and where 
the worm dieth not, Mark 9.46. All which 
phraſes do moſt ſignificantly expreſs the 
ſeverity and intolerableneſs of the tor- 
ments : for what puniſhment is ſo terri- 
ble as that of Fire 2 and how unſpeak- 
- ably does it inhance the miſery, in that it 
Is efernal 2 and that too, as infliqed by an 
offended God, who is executing his ven- 
geance upon ſinners. 

"Would God ſinners would ferioufly 
conſider whether they are able to endure 
the eternal pains of a gnawing Conſci- 
ence? or can patiently dwell with devou- 
riog Flames? Whether the momentary 
pleaſures of fin, are to be balanced with 
thoſe furious refleQions, thoſe horrid 
ſtings and intolerable tortures the damned 
ſuffer day and night, where nothing of 
life remains but the ſenſe of pain? Alas! 
will no argument prevail with men? how 
amazing is it to think that the everlaſting 
God has ufed all the methods of love to 
excite men to Holineſs, and to reclaim 
them from ſin, and all to no purpoſe? 
May I not well fay to ſuch men, as St.Paul 
faid tothe Galatians, Unwiſe ſinners,who 
hath bewitched you 2 G 2 Did 


— — — —— 


$4 The beanty of Holineſs. Cha P<3: 


Did men ſeriouſly believe the threat- 
nings of the Goſpel, I am ſure they would 
not, for the fulleſt enjoyment of carnal | 
felicity, run the hazard of dwelling with- | 
everlaſting burnings, That man that ſo- | 
berly conſiders, that the wrath of God 
is revealed from Heaven againſt all ungod- 
lineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men, will, I 
think, eaſily be ſcared into reformation, 
and be thereby excited to be diligent in 
the purſuit of ſubſtantial Holineſs, which 
1s the ſafe courſe to eſcape that wrath. 

Alas ! that men who are ſo wiſe and 
diligent in their ſecular concerns, ſhould 
prove ſo fooliſh, ſo remiſs and careleſs in 
matters of the greateſt weight, and which *Þ 
require the utmoſt diligence! That ra- ; 
tional creatures ſhould ſo. willingly pur- | 
chaſe their own miſery, and be at fa much *' 
pains to damn themſelves! "Twill ſurely | 
be an aggravating circumſtance of their ! 
miſery, to think that they might have | 


been happy, if they had but taken as much } | 


' pains to. 1tve holily, as they took 1n the ; 
purſuit of ſtaful pleaſures. How aſto- 
niſhing a conſideration will it be to the 
damned, to think of their treading un- 
der foot the Son of God, and their coun- 
ting theblood of the Covenant whereby they | 
were ſandifi d,an unholy thing 2 Heb. 10. 


29. 
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29. to think, that the time was, when they 
enjoyed not onely a poſſibility, but a 
fair probability alſo of eſcaping the fury 
and indignation of God! - 


But men will not believe that a merci- 


! ful God will thus torment his creatures ; 
{ that he who delights not in the death of 
{ ſinners, will execute his vengeance upon 
them. Alas! what deluſcry 1 imaginations 
aretheſe > for although fury is not ir 
God , yet his honour calls for the execu- 
tion of Juſtice upon ungodly ſinners, who 
obey not he Go det of our Lord Jeſus. He 
has waited lo upon finners, and. has 
fully teſtified Ae he is a 'God Jong ſuffe- 


ring, and ſlow to wrath : He has not in- 


ſtantly reſented every injury offered to ' 


him 3 but day from day has been intrea- 
ting ſiagers to turn from the evil of their 
ways: and now ſeeing #hey ſet at nought 
all his counſel, and will not hearken to his 
reproof,, what wonder is it though he 


1 © laugh at their calamity, and mock when 


their fear cometh 2 Prov. 1.25.26, How 
heavy is that threatning, Dex#. 28. 63. 
As the Lord rejoyced over you to do you 
Good: ſo the Lord will rejoyce over you 
to deſtroy you £ 

To compleat the miſery of the damned, 
b:\ides the intolerable and eternal pains 
CG 3 they 
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they endure, we may alſo adde, that ce-. 


leſtial felicity they are for ever. excluded 
from. How tormenting will 1t be. to think. 
of an everlaſting ſeparation, from the di- 
vine Preſence, and inſtead of a holy So- 


ciety, to keep a continual eorreſpoudens;, 


cy with impure Spirits ?. 


Would God that this brief diſcovery of 
the powers of the world to come, might . 


prevail with men to be holy ia all manner 
of converſation. _ 


But methinks I hear the over-zealous 


Profeſſor too ignorantly objeQing, that 
It is ſervile, mercenary, and legal, to be 
holy for love of Heaven, or fear of Hell. 


Truly if it were ſo as theſe men teach, I. 


know not what can be the intent and de- 
ſizne of all the promiſes and threatnings 


of the Goſpel. And althongh I queſtion. 


not but it is a generons and Chriſtian 
principle, to ſerve God out of pure love ; 
yet I can never be1nduced to think, that 
to be holy for love of Heaven and fear of 
Hell, can be ſeparate from that principle 
of love to God. 

God knows how much in need men 
ſtand, both of arguments to work. upon 
their hope and feqr, to excite them ta 


dgety. And lince he who knows our na- 


tures, has uſed promiles to allure us, and 
threat- 
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threatnings to awaken us, we muſt not 
pretend to be wiſer than God, and reject 
thoſe motives he has thought fit to pre- 


ſcribe: and indeed, if it were not for the 
fear of evil, and the hope of good, 'tisto 


be feared, the preſſing of other motives 
ſhould be but a mere beating of the 
Air, 

But that this is not ſervile and merce- 
nary, needs no other argument to prove 
it, but. our Saviour's-eaduring the Groſs, 
and deſpiſing the Shame, for the. joy that 
was ſet before him ; a Scripture ſufficient 
enough to ſtop the mouths of all Oppe- 
nents. ' | 


SECT 4s 


Holineſs the main deſign of the Goſpel, WR" 
the end of all Chriſts ſufferings. 


Subjets who know the intent and 
deſig n ur thoſe Laws i1(Tued forth by their 
Prince, will be loath to contema his Au- 
thority, eſpecially when the whole intent 
of theſe is to make them by their obe- 
dience the more happy ; and ſure 'tis the 
moſt unaecountable thing that can be, if 
they notwithſtanding deſpiſe his Laws, 
and quite counter-att his deſign. 

Now the main deligne of the Chriſtian 
.G 4 precepts, 
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precepts, is the promoting of Holinels, 


and planting a good life in men : This at- 
ſo was'the onely intent of our Soveraign 
and Law-piver; and it 1s certain the whole 
advantage redounds to us. How 1mp1ous 
then is it to deſpiſe the Authority of Hea- 
ven t.1f God had made Holineſs a matter 
of indifferency, the want of ſuch a qualt- 
fication had not been criminal : but fince 
facred Writ has declared, That this is the 
will of God, even our ſanGification, and 
that\we' muſt be boly as be is holy z, if we 
rebel, the indignity and contempt we caſt 
upon him, is 1hſufferable. | = 
T have already ſhewed, that it 1s the great 
defign of the Goſpel-Precepts, Promiſes, && 
Threatings, to exalt Holineſs. Hence the 
Apoſtle very aptly calls it, 4 do@rive ac- 
cording to godlineſs : and he tells us, that 
the delign of it is,fo teach men to deny un- 
godlineſs and worldly laſts, and to live ſo- 
berly, righteoaſly, and godly in this preſent 
world: and the Character of its nature 
Is, to.turn men from darkneſs to light,and 
from the power of Satan to God, that they 
may receive forgiuneſs of ſins,and an inhe- 
rit ance anne thera that are fandified by 
faith in Corifl. | | 
Twiſhthe «<yi-& were anſwerable to the 
gcligne, I Joubt not but the Goſpel wn 
| | hag 
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had a kindly influence upon ſome, to form 


them to Holineſs, I would fain wiſh upon 
all: But alas! the perverſe and corrupt con- 
verſations of men plainly tell us, that 


there are but a few who have anſvered 


its deſign. 

In the next place, it were calle to de- 
monſtrate, that to plant Holineſs amongſt 
men, was the end of Chriſts deſcendin 


from Heaven to Earth, and of all: that he 


ſuffered. This the Apoſtle plainly enough 
holds forth, Tit. 2. 14. He gave himſelf 
for us, that be might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and puriſie unto himſelf a pecu- 
liar people zealous of good works. Now 
what argument ſhould be ſo powerful-and 
prevalent to engage Chriſtians to be uni- 
verſally holy, as the due confideration of 
Chriſts redeeming them for that end ? 
Men who are endu'd with any ſparks of 
1agenuity, cannot but'be inſpirited to be 
ſeparate from the pollutions: of this'world, 
when they refle&t what their-Redeemer 
hath ſuffered in order to the purchaſing of 
their pardon and reconciliation: For 
when poor Man had caſt himſelf headlong 
from Heaven to Earth, had loſt his priſtine 


purity, and ſubjugated| himſelf tothe cru- ' 


el tyranny and dominion of fin; in this 
deplorable ſtate being utterly unable to 
ws. 
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| help himſelf, our bleſſed Lord redeemed 
us from our captivity, by offering up him- 
ſelf a-ranſom to fatisfie divine Juſtice 3 
and all this, that we might walk in new- 
nels of life. And now what ingratitude 
is it todeſpiſe ſo much love ? Sure, If he 
that deſpiſed Moſes law died without mer- 
cy, of how much ſorer puniſhment ſhall he 
| be thought worthy, who hath troddex un- 
der faot- the Son of God, and hath connted 
the Bloud, of the Covenant wherewith he 
wa anGTtified an wnPoly bidag # 2 Heb. 10. 
4G, 295: - 

He muſt certainly be of a. very baſe and 
difiagenous ſpirit, who takes pleaſure in 
fin, wheo he conſiders how dearly Chriſt 
paid for it, Hath he been at fo much 
pains, undergone ſuch diſmal ſufferingfto 

urchaſe our peace, and will we not- 
withſtandiag fruſtrate his deſigne? how 
ſtrange to altoniſhmeat 1s this, that men 
ſhould. prefer captivity to freedom! 

Ala ! is it not enough that our bleſſed 
Maſter was ſo barbaroully and deſpiteful- 
ly uſed by the Jews and omen Soul- 
diers, but muſt we- be allo Adtors in the 
Tragedy, and by our (ins crucifie him a- 
gain ? 

Did he not die*that we might live 2 > 
and ſhall we ſpend our life in offering 
deſpite 
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of life! —_— 

T might herealſo adde, that.it is a con- 
temning, and offering of the greateſt de- 
ſpite to the Holy Spirit, to deſpiſe Holi- 
neſs: for upon this account is the third 
perſon of the bleſſed Trinity called #he 
Holy Ghoſt, becauſe his peculiar office 1s 
to enable us ta perform holy ations : now 
if, we continue in our rebellion, if we 
reje& the offers of grace, and the internal 
motions of the Spirit to Holineſs, we do 
hereby become guilty of quenching the 
Spirit of God, and offering deſpite unto. 
him; which is ſo horrid a piece of villa- 
ny, that Heaven threatens -it-with the fe- 
vereſt tormeants.... ' © - 


SECT. 5. 
Holineſs the moſt proper and effeFual 
means for attaining length of days. 


. Of all outward and temporal bleſſings, 


length of days hath juſtly the precedency, 
ſince without this, all others can afford 
little or no comfort : The poſleflion and 
enjoyment of other mercies, can beſtow 
no ſatisfaction to men lying on their beds 
of 


deſpite unto him ? Strange, that {o.much. 
madnefs (bould lodg 'in the breaſts of any. 
into'whom God hath breathed the breath: 
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of languiſbing : nay, there is no comforr, 
be it never ſo great, but men would wil- 
lingly quit with, to acquire thiss Now 
fiace this is above all things ſo univerſal- 
ly deſired, it cannot but very much en- 
hance the value of Holineſs, to demon-' 
ſtrate that there is nothing ſo proper, nor 
more effeCtual to procure length of days 
than this. 
Tn order to my proving of this, I ſhall 
firſt make it plain from Scripture, that- 
length of days is due to holy men by 'ver- 
tne of the many true and faithful pro- 
miſes 3 and; ſecondly, I ſhall appeal to 
common experience to- determine the 
caſe. > FO SEITTIC 
+ Firſt, there is noching more evidently 
aſſerted ini Scripture, than that Holineſs 
hath the promiſe of length of days an- 
nexed to it, Prov. 3.1, 2. My ſon, forget 
not my law, but let thine heart keep my 
commandments 3 for length of days and 
long life ſhall they adde unto thee, This 
encouraging motive is preſſed very effe- 
aually by Moſes, in his exhortation to 0- 
bedience, Deut. 4. 40. Thon ſhalt keep 
therefore his ſlatutes and his command- 
ments which I command thee this day, 
that it may go well with thee, and with 
thy children after thee, and that thou maiſs 
| prolong 
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prolong thy days upon the earth. Upoa this 
account we alſo finde that there are ma- 
ny promiſes of this nature to obedient 
Children, Exod. 20. 12. Honour thy fa- 
ther and thy mother, that thy days may be 
long upon the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee. | 

And as Righteouſneſs tendeth to life, 
(as the Wiſe man obſerves) ſo he that 
parſueth evil purſueth it to his own death, 
Prov. 11. 19. There is nothing more evi- 
dent from Scripture, than that fin hath 
a natural tendency to ſhorten mens lives; 
nay, the great God, who is ſerions 1n his 
threatnings, bath aſſured us it 1s ſo: upon 
which account we may well conclude 
with the Wiſe man, Prov. 1o. 27. The 
gears of the wicked ſhall be ſhortzed. 

The whole tenour of the Scripture a- 
bounds with many ſuch promiſes and 
threatnings 3 and the thing is ſo plain, 
that I need not (ſtand to tranſcribe many 
texts, - | 

Bat beſides Scripture, this truth is alſo 
plainly atteſted by common experience : 
for if we examine who are the men who 
for ordinary are moſt obnoxious to di- 
ſeaſcs, and live ſhorteſt z we ſhall finde 
1t true enough, that the vitious are the 
men, who live not out half their days, 
Prov. 


a - - .® + 
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Prov. 23. 29, 30. ho hath woe 2 who 
hath ſorrow? who hath wounds without 
cauſe 2 they that tarry long at the wine, 
&c. Holineſs is repugnant and inconfi- 
ſtent with exceſs, which naturally pats a 
period to the lives of men : It forbids all 
manner of vice, which leads down: to the 
chambers of death; and keeps men within 
due bounds in their eating and drink- 
i109. mn 
Tefore mankind had corrupted them- 
ſelves by their notorious and impudent 
vitiouſnefs, we read of their great length 
of days; but the increafe of fin multi- 
plied difeaſes, which hurry men to untime- 


| ly deaths. 


T deny not but the great Lord and Ma- 
ſter of the Univerſe: may, for holy and 
wiſe ends known unto himſelf, cut ſhore 
the lives of the righteous; yet ſurely if we 
conſult either Experience or Reaſon, we 
ſhall frade it certain beyond doubr, that 
vertuous men enjoy, for ordinary, far the 
longeſt lives. 

Some good men may be naturally of a 
brittle conſtitution, yet how ſtrangely has 
their life been protracted by their mode- 
ration and ſobriety? and how many 
ſtrong men have had their days ſhortened 
by their intetaperance and exceſs ? 

Tadeed, 


tl. 
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Tadeed, he that conſiders this well, ſhall 
finde, that Holineſs -is the moſt effeQual 
means to promote long hfe, both;upon a 
moral and natural account. .Upona zwora! 
account, long life is the reward which the 
divine promiſes do ſecure to ſuch men ; 
and'on the contrary, wickedneſs is threat- 
ned with ſhortneſs of days. Upon a n4- 
tural account, the firedoth not more na- 
turally produce heat, than Holineſs does 
procure health and length of days 3 and 
there is nothing moreevident, than that 
the moſt of vices have a phyſical effica- 
cy.in the. ſhortaing of humane life. That 
this is the neceſſary product and genuine 
effe& of intemperaiice and laſciviouſneſs, 
needs.no other argument to prove it, but 
the daily examples of multitudes, whom 
thoſe fins have hurried to their graves. 
And truly there is not any vice which 
does not like fire in mens boſoms torture 
and conſume them 3 and ſo diſorders and 
diſcompoſes them, that they even neg- 
le& the neceſſary means of their health. 
See Period of Humane life, pag. 111, 124, 
Edit, 2. | | 
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SECT. 6. 


Holineſi that which makes men 'honoura- 
ble 5 vice rendering.men mean and ige 
zoble. TEEE 


Honor 1s an Ornament ſo noble and ve- 
nerable, that he 1s but very (ottiſh, if not 
quite bruitiſh, who doth not court and 
careſs it, Upon this account it is no- 
thing ſtrange, - that ancient Philoſophers, 
who wanted the afliſtance of revelation , 
placed mans happinels 1n it. 

How many brave. and pallant ations 
have been performed, which if they had 
wanted the bait of Honour had never 
been attempted! Gallant fouls, who de- 
ſpiſe all other rewards, have been kereby 
excited to undergo the greateſt dangers. 

Now,(iace honour is ſo highly eſteemed, 
eſpecially by thoſe who pretend to gene- 
roſitiez I (hall, to encourage ſuch to be- 
friend Holineſs, endeavour to prove, that 
the molt efieual means to procure Ho- 
nour, and to be ineſteem both with God 
and man, is to /zve ( as the Apoſtle advi- 
ſeth men) ſoberly, righteonſly, and god- 
ly. 

Onely before I proceed to prove this, 
I ſhall premiſe one Caution, namely, that 


by 
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by Honour 1 do: not chiefly underſtand 
one dignified with any. extrinfeca] honour 
arifiog either from his Birth; or: Office; 
though -both' cheſe are: to ibe highly--e- 


/ fteemed; and:maſt not beidenied that ex- 
| Ternal reſpe& -due unto them: but by 
. | .Honour T underſtand thaveſteem and-re- 
- - | patation:that the beſt and 'wifeſt mendo 
| | {give toany whoſe Moral-hofdouris con- 
ſpicuous';/ and under this:notion the Sto- 


ick-Moraliſt hath very well expreſſed it, 
-\('"Nobzl#tas ſola St atque nnica virta4. 


. which upon the matter diſagrees not much 
| from that ſacred poſition of the Wiſe 
man, Prov. 22. Is A good name i rather 
fo be choſex than great riches. 
Having premiſed this, I come now to 
. prove that Holineſs is the -path-way- to 
Honour. And indeed, this is ſo plainly 
afſerted'in Scripture, that it 1sneedleſs to 
| A1nfiſt, The God of Heaven hath aſſured 
{ us, that thoſe that Homonr 'bim, he will bo- 
| monr; and thoſe that deſpiſe him ſhall be 
| lightly eſteemed," 1 Sam; 2..30. Muchlike 
| to this, 1s that inducement..to- Holineſs 
| urged by our Lord Chrilt,.:Job. 125326. 
| Tf any man ſerve me, hinwill my Father 
bonoxr, ' Naw men' cangor honour'God 
| H more 
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more, than by:being holy; ifor.che: word 
Is comprehenſive, nd includes all thoſe 
dutics that:Gad hath eajoyned ; but e- 

very vice is a deſpiſing of his acted. Alt- 
thority. If..then.;haly mba; ate. thoſe 

onely whom : God will hogour , and 
vitious men thoſe wham he will contemn, 
we may eaſily conclade, - who: are ithe 
honourable, and who are-the :baſe and 
ignoble. Sure thoſe men muſt be honou- 
rable, whom 'the Fountain of Honour e- 
ſteems ſuch. 

'Tis upon this account thatthe Saints 
are called (in Scripture) the excelent of 
the earth, and the worthies of the world, 
(how meanly ſoever men elteem them)o 
whom the world is not worthy: And the 
righteous is ſaid to be zrore excelent thar 
his neighbour. And indeed, Holineſs doth 
notonly promote the honour and eſteem 
of private perfons,but of publick Commu. 
nities and Kingdoms alſo, Prov. 14. 34. 
Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation ; but ſir 
7s 4 reproach to any people. 

This 1s a truth which the -wifeſt: of 
the Heathens, -who yet wanted Revela- 
tion, conſtantly taught, namely, That 
Honour is the. reward of vertue. Hence 


the largeLeQares they have written -in the | 
. commendation thereof: it would be too 


tedious 
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tedious to tranſcribe even the Elogies 
that they have written in the praiſe of 
Vertue; and indeed it is well worthy of 
our obſervation, that as they have illu- 
ſtrated Vertue by their large Encomiums 
of it, ſo Vertue ( which they courted ) 


| hath made them venerable to poſterity , 


and tranſmitted to us their memories un- 
der the moſt amiable Encominms imagina- 
ble; And however their birth was but 
mean and almoſt regardleſs, yet their ver- 
tnes have made them more famous than 
Princes and Emperours. The vertues of 
Ariflides, Socrates, Senece, Marcus Re- 
oxle4, and many others, have made their 
reaown glorious z whileas- many Empe- 
rours and great men have had their names 
buried in fileace. 

'Let a man be as rich as ever any of 
Adam's poſterity was, or (that I may 
extend it farther) as high as his ambitious 
thoughts can wiſh; let him be wile as 
Solomon, and endued with all other per- 
fections and advantages ;z yet if he want 
vertue, how inſipid will his Name be to 
poſterity? It is Vertue alone that con- 
duceth to fame. Tis true, ſome wicked 
men (called in Scripture vile, notwith- 
ſtanding their authority ) have been ſet 


' Int high places, and honoured for feat, 
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when alive; yet they never received 
that honour which hath 1n all ages accom- 
panied the. Righteous. They have had 
the external, ({ which 1s indeed due to 
men by vertue of their Deſcent or Office ) 
but wanted that internal reverence and 
honour which is onely due to good men: 
and I doubt not to ſay, that there is no- 
thing more incongruous and unſuitable, 
than to ſee Honour given to ſuch men. 
As ſnow in ſummer, and as rain in har- 
veſt; ſo honour is not ſeemly for 4 fool, 
Prov. 26. I. 

Vice is in the judgement of all confi- 
dering men ſo mean and baſe, that it caſts 
a ſtain and reproach upon. men 3 -makes 
their names unſavory, and ſtink, intheno- 
{trils of after-ages: but Holineſs forces-a 
veneration from men, and makes:poſte- 
rity raiſe Elogies in their memory; but 
the memory of the wicked ſhall be forgot- 

Fen. 

' . Virtue was that alone whereby many 
Kingdoms and Empires have been raifed; 

was that which made them ſo flouriſhing 
and potent, and prevailed more to their 
eltabliſhment and advancement, than 
Strength or Policy. Thus it was with 
the old Romans, (for their virtues are a 
ſhame to the preſcat ſtate of that Em- 


pire ) 
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pire) their Clemencie/ and Juſtice con- 
quered Kingdomes, and-made Rozye re- 


nowned and glorious beyond all other. 


Kingdoms and Commonwealths : and as 
Vertue hath raiſed Kingdoms, fo hathit 
alſo particular Perſors 3 whileas Vice hath 
caſt Emperours from their Thrones, - and 
made them as unfortnnate as they were 
wicked. | | 
Many of the primitive Martyrs, who 
were renowned by Kingdoms and Com- 
monwealths ( who keep Feſtivals in 
honour of their memories ) were but of 
an inferiour degree, and had nothing to 
recommend them: to poſterity but their 
Holineſs and Sandity ; and indeed, any 
man that conſults Reaſon, will eaſily finde 
himſelf conſtrained to. reverence and e- 
ſteem virtuous men. | 
'T3s a wonder that any man who pre- 
tends to generoſity ſhould be vitious, 
. there being nothing lo mean and baſe as 
Vice, which like to cowards always lur- 
keth, and dares not approack the light. 
I doubt not but this preſent age hath ar- 
rived at as high a confidence in proclai- 
miag their fins as Sodoz, as ever any for- 
mer age acquired; and it may (to the 
reproach of it) be faid, as ever any 1s 
like to reach to: yet till men caſt quite 
H 3 oft 
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off humanity, it cannot be Sy that 
Vice ſhall have Advocates to plead in its 
defence. 'Tis a noble ſaying of the great 
Moraliſt Sezeca; Licet Deas neſciret neo 
homo puniret peccatum, non tamen pecca- 
rem ob peccatt vilitatem. 

'Tis no wonder then though Vice ap- 
pear (as the Devil in Samxel's mantle) 
under the cloak of Vertue ; though Luſt 
maſk it felf with the pretence of Love, 
and Cruelty of Zeal : but by this means 
it proclaims its timorouſneſs, not daring 
to own pyblickly what it really 1s. 

It were a large field, to deſcend to the 
conſideration of every particular vertue 
and vice, and to ſhew that there is not a« 
ny vertue but tends to the advancement 
of a mans honour end fame, and no vice 
which is not ungentile, mean, and baſe; 
Bur the brevity I have deſigned will not 
allow me to enlarge; only in brief I ſhall 
demoaſtrate the truth of this by ſome few 
Inſtances. 

Juſtice is ſo gallant : a vertue, thatit ad- 
vanced the renown of thoſe whom it a- 
dorned, beyond what riches or preferment 
could ever beſtow, The Romans were 
more famous, and ( where they were E- 
nemies ) more formidable for their Juſtice 
than their Power: it was this yertue 

which 
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which in a- peculiar manner imade Sce-: ; 
pters- and -Kingdoms ſubmit to their Go? 
vernmeats.' -But- 1»jn/tzce-1s ſo baſe and : 
contemptible'a yice, that it hath made - 
thoſe who are captivated by it, deſpiſed + 
as the unworthielt of mea, , not deſerving 
to be taken into freadſhjp, but to: be ex- 
cluded from humane Societies, How un- 
ſayory hath the name of unjuſt Judges 
been to poſterity, while every one is rea- 
dy to ſtrew ſome Elogies in honour of the 
juſt! | DK 
n To this I may annex Corftlancy in friend- 
ſhip, asa vertue as noble as amiable: For 
who will not admire and celebrate the 
man who remains fixt to his friend, what- 
ever alterations or changes there may 
be in his condition? And ſure whoſoe- 
ver fails in his friendſhip, lays himſelf o- 
pen to the molt mercileſs condition, and 
needs expe 'to beleft ta befriend himſelf 
when the wheel of Providencelaies him 
below thoſe he thought unworthy of his 
favour. SOTEFLLDTA Þ- 20-55 #52 
Of all vertnes, Liberality, Charity, and 
Compaſiion are fo noble ,: that common 
ſpeech adapts this Elogie to: them by way 
of emphaſis;'and indeed, Ithink I need 
not ſay much ta-raiſe an eſtimate of theſe: 
. for no man can be ſo baſe as to deſpiſe 
| H 4 thoſe 
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thoſs who 'beftow' favours upon him. 
Sure- there is no-vertue that' makes men 
more famous,cithat' wins' the hearts and - 
arp nag of people more; than Liberali- - 

: but Awarice 1s ungentile and ſordid 
Ss ſo odious'a. vice, that it ever leſſens 
allother vertues,- and makes thoſe it poſ- 
ſeſſes the moſt hateful of men. 

' Charity 'is.an obliging virtue; and as it 
bath its original from, ſo doth it alſo ne-- 
ceſ{larily produce Love, and eſteem too: 
he who prefers the neceſlities of others: 
before” his | own ſuperfluities, and who 
does ſupply the wants'of others, does fo 
chear the languiſhing hearts of the needy,” 
that. nothing car be more getierous, nor 
generally meets with a greater EEPEVOS 
of honour and eſteem. _ 

>To. compaſtionate the caſe of the Fa- 
therlefs of the Poor and Needy, is ſo no- 
ble a vertue, that the Apoſtle- dre this 
qualification alone the evidence of pare 
and undefiled religion. It is a moſt u _ 
natural. and more than bruitiſh fin, 
_ and'forger ſuch... * 

'Meekneſs and Humility are ſuch aobla 
embelliſhments of humane nature, as'I 
have formerly ſhewed; that none but 
proud and infolent ſpirits, who have been 
always condemned as.mfufferable , durſt 
ever difeſteern Eq. To 
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io theſe I may joyn Afability or Cour- 
eſte, as a vertue near alhed to Humility 


and: Meekneſs 3 which being. noble in'its 


cauſes and effeqs, cannot but denominate 
the perſon it i]luſtrates both noble, and 
amiable, and lovely : "Tis indeed an evi- 


dence of a very baſe and abjed ſpirit, to 


beſallen and moroſe. Perſons of a noble 


education and original; are frequently. 


known by their condeſcending and obli- 
ging behaviour; and I amſure. Reputati- 
on: and Eſteem are the apparent effe&s 
of Courteſle. 14; aps 7 
' Temperance and Moderation are vet- 
tues more noble than that they need elo- 
quence to advance their value, as its. con- 
traries are too mean and beaſtly to be in- 
veighed againſt. How bruitiſh and cons» 
temptible is a drunken man, who. is .ra- 
ther an obje@t of pity, - ( as mad-men are) 
than reproach! who being a more apt re- 
ſemblance of a beaſt than a man, deſerves 
as little Honour, as he is ignorant what 
Honaqur means. 
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SECT. 7. 
Holineſs attended with the moſt ſolid aud 
real pleaſures. 


Tx all things that concern praQice,there 
1s ſcarce any motive more forcible than 
Pleaſure; and of all pleaſures, thoſe that 
entertain the Soul are the moſt excellent. 
We indeed need no argument but expe- 
rience, to demonſtrate how raviſhing ſen- 
ſual pleaſures and delights are, how much 
they are careſſed and courted, till men be 
glatted and filled with them. , But alas! 
how / inconfiderable are all ſenſitive de- 
lights? the enjoyment of theſe cannot 
raiſe 'us above the beaſts that periſh ; but 
thoſe pleaſures which are fitted far the 
rational nature, arenoble and laſting ; and 
ſuch are all choſe delights that ariſe from 
a holy converſation; ao joy, without this, 
being able to make a mans life pleaſant 
and delightful. 

There 1s 1n Holineſs an iaternal deleqa- 
bility, that is better felt, than it can be 
expreſſed; but how loathſome and o- 
dious is Vice? it is compared in Scriptare 
to the moſt ugly and unpleaſant things : 
But Holineſs is ſo comely, ſo delightful, 
_ and raviſhing, that it is very fitly ( ac- 
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cording to the Scripture-Epithet of it ) 
called, the Beauty of Holineff. It.is this 
{ alone that praduces a calm and ſerene 
Conſcience; from which neceſſarily re» 
| ſults acquieſcence and delight: and ins» 
deed, this is nofantaſtick and imaginary 
joy, ( as the Atheiſts of this Age would 
make men believe) but a true andreal 
one, ' affording much more complacency 


and ſatisfaQtion, than all the pleaſures of 


ſenſe. To the truth of which, I doubt 
{ not but thoſe men who queſtion it ſhould 
| aſſent, if they would but make the expe- 
rimentz and till they do this, they give 
us too evident an inſtance of their folly, 
in denying the reality of thoſe raptures 
of joy reſulting from a holy converſa- 
tion. 

But beſides Experience, this truth is 
likewiſe confirmed by Reaſon : For who 
Is 19 more probable circumſtances to par- 
ticipate of Pleaſures, than he who is 
Maſter of his Paſſions, who hath ſubdued 
his appetites, and freed himſelf from thoſe 
imperious Lords, who denied him theli- 
berty of taſting and reliſhing pleaſures ? 
The pious Soul may have no large allow- 
ance of temporal mercies; yet having 


Contentment, he is richer than the wicked 


- Man whole coffers are full. 
But 
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" $#t we need not doubt of the reality 
of 'thoſe pleaſures. the Wiſe:man hath 
long ſince put this out of queſtion, Prov. 
3. 17. Her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs. 
There is here a. concurrence of. all thoſe: 
circumſtances that contribute to make a- 
ny. thing deleQable : 'tis a way pleaſant 
for its plainne(s, and defirable for its end. 
There is not indeed any thing wanting 
init, that uſually draws out mens de- 
light. | 

AL beauty falls inconceivably ſhort of 
this; it being Holineſs alone, that makes 
the righteous ſhine forth as the ſun in the 
Kingdom of their Father : without this, 
all natural comelineſs is imperfeq, and, 
as the Wiſe man expreſles it, ix deceitfil 
and vain, Prov. 31. 30. | 

And yet what an univerſal Empreſs is 
external beauty become? nothing being 
of equal force to attrad& the eye of be- 
holders as it doth. How hath ſhe con- 
quered the mighty, and made the Nobles 
of the Earth Vaſlals to lacquey after her? 
There is an almoſt irreſiſtible power and 
force in her charmings, which conquereth 
the hearts of men iaſenſibly. 

Now if Beauty mixed with ſo much de- 
formity, accompanied with ſo much at- 
tendance and flavery, be fo ——— 
an 
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ana attractive ; how much more pawer- 
fully (hoold the Beauty of Halieſs;;which 
) | js every whit perfe& and unſpotted;vand 
? | attended with no diſmal-ageidents, itaife 
> | ouradmiration, and make us ſay (av Das 
- | vid of Goliah's Sword 2 There is none ths 
t # £ 
MW -/ cnnkls beauty will bn quick: 
» | ly laidin the duſt! a little time will-de- 
face the faireſt face; and make its beauty 
conſume like a Moth : an unexpected ac- 
f | cident may disfigure it,and'marre the:moſt 
lovely features; and-there is no doubt but 
old Age, which draws on apace,rwill make 
wrinkles 1a the ſmootheſt face, 'and-make 
it wither as, a flower: But he Beauty'of 
Holineſs js laſting 3 it fades not with-time, 
nor can it be, impaired by: the moſt loathe 
ſome and nayſeatinggilcaſe. 7s 
- | ©Since then. Pleaſure fs ſo ready to:ex- 
cite our affeftions, and draw.out ourcom- 
-placency., 'tis pity that the nobleſt, the 
moſt ſatisfying,and themott laſting ſhould 
| be ſo much contemned. Eccl. 5. 10. He 
that loveth fulver, ſhall not be ſatisfied with 
ſilver; nor he that loveth nbundance, 
'with increaſe. All the careſles of this 
World are unable to fatisfie the Soul ; 
but how raviſhing are the joys of a holy | 
converſation! ! The pleaſures of this world 
are 
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| are ſhort and momentary, are —_ ( as 


4. 


the Apoſtle phrafeth them ) fora ſeaſon, 
which quickly pafſeth; but the. joy of | 
the HolyGhoftis as laſting as unſpeakablez 
and this joy (faith Chriſt to his Diſci- 
ples wo 224n ſhall take from you. ,Itis 
without the reach of the malice of men 
and Devils too, 8. - 

Alas | how diminutive does it make 
the pleafures of the wicked, to fay they 
are ſhort? how exceedingly does this one 
circumſtance diminiſh them ?- But indeed | 
this were not ſo vety conſiderable, if there | 
were a concurrence. of no worſe circum 
ſtances: but that which moſtly is an al- 
lay and damp to temporal pleafares, is 
the conſequence, a painful and laſting 


eternity of the ſevereſt pumſhments. "Tis 


this life that puts-di period and cofictufion 
to the joys of wicked men'; whileas the 
pious: have Rivers of pleaſures for ever- 
more to delight and raviſh them'; 'tis at 
_ that they enter into the joy of their 
Lord. Lore 

This 18 a (ubjed fo raviſhing and plea- 
{ant, ' that I cannot without reluctancy 
conclude it. O how unſatisfaQory are all 
the delights of Senſe, it compared with 
thoſe Spiritual Joys the holy Soul partakes 
of! The delights that the Drunkard hath 

itt 
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in his Cups and Companions, the Cove. - 
tous in his Rickes, the Ambitious in his 
Preferments , &c. fall all incomparable 
ſhore of that joy that is the lot of the _ 
teous. 

The delights that the holy: man enjoys 
do upon a double account far over- 


-the tranſitory pleaſures of. the wicked. 


Firſt, the preſent ſatisfaCtion that the ho- 


1y: Soul taſtes of in this valley of tears, 
15:incomparably greater than the delights 


that ariſe from ſenſe. The ſoul thathath 
once taſted. of: the love of. God, findes 
more pleaſure inthe very acts of mural 


| love, thanin all the feaſts of delight that 


ſenſ's capable to enjoy. Food is indeed 
ſweet to the hungry, and drink to thoſe 
who are languiſhing with thirſt: the 
taſte does without doubt findeſome meats 
{weet and reliſhing, even where there is 
no extremity 'of hunger, much more 
where it is: for, to the hungry every bitter 
thing is ſweet. Beauteous Sights raviſh 
the Eye, melodious Muſick the Ear, and 
Odoriferous things pleaſe the Smell : But 
alas! how far beyond theſe is the delight 
which the devout ſoul receives in Ordi- 
nances | the antipaſts of joy which therr 
Heavenly Father beſtows upon them, are 


more delightful than the concurrence - 
a 
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all eoſual plcaſures: - The ſoul: thr is 10 
-teouble can ' ferch more conſolation 75s 
the promiſesiof.the Word, .than'the'car- 
rial man. can; from his pleaſures: Unlef 
thy Law had been my delight (ſaith the | 
Pladmiſt ) Thad periſhed in my affiition. 
Other things could not avail him, they 
.conld affard.no reliet : but.to have-a6- 
ceſs to Godt im prayer, and -to-pour out our 
complaints: /to- our willing. God , this;is 
more raviſhing than I can expreſs. And 
J-am ſure there is no man. who hath ta- 
Kedi theſe joys, who would: part with 
them for ſenſual pleaſures; -and no man 
dare inveigh againſt thoſe: ſpiritual de- 
lights, but ſtrangers who intermedale not 
with this joy. 

. The very Heathens hoe caught us, that 
Fertue is a reward to it ſelf”; they expe- 
rimented more real ſatisfaction in mode- 


. ration and temperance,.than.in Drinking 


and Whoring. But Ghriſtianity gives us 
more uncontrolable evidences. of the re- 
ality of that joy that good men even in 
this ſtate of abſence taſte of Into what 
a, rapture and nnexpreflible extaſie [of | 
Joy did the abundance of revelation St. 

Pex! met with put him! and the Apoltle |} 
St. Peter was ſo tranſported with joy 
when he did ſee Chriſt in his Transfigu- 


ration, 
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prepared for them; and to theſe wicked 


raviſhing will it be, to be always in-his 


te 
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ration, that he could not'forbear crying, 
Maſter, it is good being here. How full 
of joy have Martyrs been in the mid(t of 
the flames! what comforts have they e- 
ven then expreſſed! And is not all this 
evidence, that the joy of holy men is — 
more real, more (weet and raviſhing, than ; 
the tranſi itory pleaſures of the wicked, 
which in ſeveral ſeaſons can afford no 
delight? a little pain or diſeaſe is ſuch an 
allay and damp to their. pleaſures, that it 
quite extirps them. 
But beſides thoſe foretaſtes-of joy that 
the holy Soul experiments here, which, 
as I have ſhewed, . infinitely overwhelms 
all trouble and pain; that which con- 
tributes moſt to advance the joy of ' good 
men, are thoie felicities above, which are 


men can lay no.claim, their fartheſt pro- 
ſpe&t "being®- confined to temporal &- 
lights, 

that abundance of delights and unex- 
preſlible pleaſures are laid up for the ho- 
ly Soul above! How delefable will it 
be, to-be conſtant refidents in the Hea- 
venly eruſalem, whole Streets are pure 
Gold, and whoſe Gates are Peat]! how 


preſence, where there are Streams and 
L Rivers 


- 
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Riversof perpetual pleaſures!?; How-ſweet 
Will ic be, tobe a member of 'that bleſ- 
fed; Sociery of the firſt-born 4n Heayen, 
wherethere isa perte& coricord and agree- 
| went? 'Bur'] confeſs, I am [not avleto 
| 'exprefs half the Joy of 'this future felict- 
'ty :' Eyeihath not ſeex, nor ear heard, nei- 
| .ther -hath' it entred: into the hearts of men 
| #3 tpnceive, what a (tore: of happineſs 
| -Go4' hath laid up /1n Heaven for thoſe 
'Who aie holy 3n all: mauner of. conver ſati- 
Lp 


— 


DET CT. B. 
Holineſs accompanied with Peace. 


| There \s nothing more ſuitable to, and a- 
il preeable with Humane natureqthan Peace; 
[ -as thoſe who endure trouble and vexati- 
| on can fully atteſt; Amongſt earthly bleſ- 
fiags it deſerves not the lal[Fplace, it be- 
il  1hga mercy which crowns all others, and 
-*without which, the fulleſt fruition could 
4 not Prove ſatisfactory. EI 
© 'Thoſe langoiſhing, and-much to be pi- 
tied, Kingdoms, which now lie bathed in 
- Blood, can atteſt the evils and [miſchiefs 
of War, much more pathetically than 
words can-expreſs, How ſweet and-ac- 
'" Ceptable would Peace (a word always 
« founding ſweetly ) be to them ? Now 
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"Now the Apbſtle'St. Jfunewghathrgiuen: 
us-a(brief, but unqueſitionabſptrue;y taps! 
eount of the. real caufes'ot: Wars and” 
Fightings, Jaws. 4- I. From whence Come! 
wars and fightings among you? cone they 
not hence, even of your Inſtr that marid 
your members: 2 From theſe ſtiftul- cat) 
fes have all the diforders aod jarsnd Kings: 
doms\ and private Societies 'had-; thtir 
real (I ſpeak. not of their pretendadJ}» 
original. How mnpetuovs are. the:Juſts 
of turbulent ſpirits! like the raging waves. 
ofthe Sea, they are ſtill in motion, , caſting 
forth filth and dirt. Ambition 1s ſorun's 
quiet and reſtleſs a paſſion, that na man! 
1s ignorant what deſolatiohs:1t 'hathy 
wrought in the earth: How' many famous 
Kingdoms hath it ruined and deſtroyed? 
what inquietudes and: diſordcis: are oc4 
caſftoned by diſcontentment's All theſe 
are things ſo evident, that F'need not en« 
large upon them : but how repugnane 
are theſe vices to Holineſs?; and cam it 
be rationally imagined that their genuiag 
and proper effects can ves more: Tecon- 
crlable with it? 2 Ligorfl 
1 confef, Religion hath too frequently 
been prerended as a. Cloak'to. dover the 
greateſt Villantes; Confufions;\and Rebels 
lions : but ſure I am, nothing intaginable 
2 CON» 
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contains a. greater contradiction, than to 
ſay theſe impietics have a warrant from 
the ſacred Lawsof the Goſpel, the com- 
bination of which is the rule of Holineſs, 
as I have formerly explained. Is not 
Chriſt called the Prince of Peace, and the 
Goſpel the Goſpel of Peace ?  Anditis cer- 
tain, if men would be ruled by the Laws 
of ſo peaceable a Prince, they ſhould be 
of a calm and quiet ſpirit: then ſhould 
we indeed ſee Righteruſneſs and Peace 
kiſſuny each other. 
- When ever therefore we read jn an- 
cient propheſics of the great peace that 
ſhall be in the Meſſzahs reign, we muſt 
thereby underſtand, that the nature of the 
Goſpel and its precepts are ſuch, that if 
men would conform their lives to them, 
there ſhould be an univerſal Peace. How 
firifly are all the cauſes of Envy, Con- 
rention, Ambition, and Rebellion, pro- 
hibired? and ſure if theſe cauſes were 
removed. their effe& ſhould have no 
place: Then ſhould the Bow be broker, 
and the Spear cut in ſunder: Swords 
ſhould be turned into Ploxgh-ſhares, and 
the Inftruments of War into more ne- 
ceſlary uſes: War ſhould ceaſe unto theends 
of the earth, and Peace ſhould be within 
each wal. | 
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By this it 1s apparent how. much hali- 
neſs conduceth to the eſtabliſhment :of 
publick peace. But that which I would 
more eſpecially take notice of, is, the in- 
ternal ſerenity, and calmneG. of Con- 
ſcience, which is the onely effect of holi- 
neſs: and truly upan this: account there 
3s no peace to the wicked. 

I might hete: appeal to every mans 
breaſt, whether ; Holineſs does not calm 
and quiet the Confciencesof men; 'while- 
as 4 natural horrour reſults from the com- 
miſſion of vice, more heavy than the 
ſevereſt Jaſhes ever inflicted by Tity- 
4s or Rhadamanthus. What unſpeak- 
able peace and eaſe does attend holineſs 
of life! there is no jar nor contentioh, 
no check of Conſcience, nor wound: of 
ſpirit, to diſturb the inward repoſe of the 
Righteous: but that remorſe that refults 
from the commiſition of fin, even after 
men have acquired what they ftatully-Ju- 
| ſted after, is ike that hand-writing, D#z:. 
5. 5. Which made the ſtout heart ' B/- 
ſhazzer to tremble, and his\knees to-ſayte 
'one againſt another: It troubles the 
thoughts of the:ma(t daring ſinner, ard 
makes him a terrour to. himſe]f, There 
1s no imaginable torment that can equal 
the terrours of an awakened guilty .Gon- 

| 7 ſcience 
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ſcaence 3/it hath put meti't6'chifſe! ſtrang- 
hng: anddath rather thinfite: all which 
is fully verified by: the Word oft eruth': The 
Jpiriof a. watibtn” ſuftdinh bas- mnfirmi#y5 
but 4 woxndet jj ir1rt who cath bear's ' 
1:0. the (ere parigs antiHfears:that poſſeſs 
the! ſpiits>vf «wicked 'men'}? the ſevere 
checks and laſhe&of Cwonſcierice that ſeire 
-upon yrantprefloks379hiewall imaginable 
\divercifemens&atinot huire ſtifle and = 
preſs); Att the-atrendunen of the moft 
dear Relatiois'6s ariot/giveicaſe und con- 
-fort: to them. :' How: difinal and" incun- 
(olable was Spirg's condition'? how'ama- 
Zing are the very thoughts of- thoſe 'ghaw- 
-1ngs and horrours of Conſcience he ſuf- 
.fered? Theifears and- apprehenſions ofa 
future mifery, mar-allith@ joy and mirth 
.of carnal:men;- In thei multfAouriſhing 
-iſtate it. Letinantly haufirs'rhem, and fo 
-fitls them withichorror tandinquietude, 
-.that.they. caanot.quietly:enjoy themſelves. 
Whilſt the 'Soul-atts within the Body, it 
canaot -but preſent thoſe horrid and al- 
> ating reflzQious. Ny. 


Hi ſunt qui trepidant, & ad ommnia yr” 
| gore pallent. 
"Theſe are © th n Re In x the midſt of 
"""M outward 
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outward fuliciny are amazed v with'tormen-' 
ting fears, which cannor be eradicated ba 
by a fiacere repentance,” i 

Bur the holy Soul, in the entremiey by , 
outward.troubles,enjoys an internal calm-- 
neſs and quiet of minde'::'!the very Pa- 
gan, 'who could not be beyond fodbt aſ-: 
ſured of the certainty of a: CIIIEEP 
_ yo ſay, 2 


I 42y | s. 2] 
Nil conſeire \ſibi, nulla pateſsere I 


Bur: the Word of. truth hath made this 
more unqueſtionably ſure'r Pal; 39% 
165; Great peate have they that love thy 
—_ and nonbitg hall offend PMs. \Þ 
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Wiſdom and Coun age having their iſ 
and ſource from nobler. Principles than 
external helps, have therefore in' a}! Ages 
been eſteemed excellent and * venerable 
vertues, and much preferable to-rhofe 
others which depend upon! external 4Q- 
vantages. Wiſdom is ( as the Wiſe man 
ſpeaks ) the PEPE thing, Prov. 4-7 
I 4 EP | + 


120: The beauty of Holineſs Chap. 3+) 


It is that vertue-whichin a peculiar man- 
ner:raiſeth the Humane nature above that 
of Bruits, who a& without confidera- 
tion and. counſel, And Coxrage 1s: that 
which ſubdueth- that ignoble paſiion of 
fear, which hindreth men from attempt- 
10g ations praiſe-worthy. . Hence 1t 1s, 


| that to be: called a Fool, or Coward, 


are ſuch reproachful denominations, | 
that nothing imaginable 1 is more ſhame- 
ful. 

That Holineſs is an infallible evidence 
of true Wiſdom, is more plain than it 


' can be doubted. In ſacred Writ,':W:/- 


dom and Religion are nſed as convertible 
terms, as words expreſſing the ſame thing. 
And unto man he ſaid, Behold, the fear 
of the Lord, that is wiſdom, and to depart 
from evil that is underſtanding, Job 28.28. 
Hence the impious and wicked are fre- 
quently called+ Fools, and men void of 
vaderſtanding and wiſdom. And how- 
ever this prophane Age of ours hath ac- 
counted thoſe men great Wits, who have 
caſt off all Religion, and.who Burleſque 
Scripture who think jt the greateſt folly 
to be kept 1n awe by the fears of future 
danger, and to be kept 1n thraldom by 
the apprehenſion of an inviſible being : 
yet men who conſider things aright, have 
iQ 
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in all ages accounted thoſe Atheiſts both 
fools and mad-men. 

Fools, 1n condemning that which all 
wiſe men have aſſented to. But 'tis no 
wonder, ſince fin is that which overclouds 
and ſtupifies the judgment, and deprives 
them of thoſe intellectual abilities where- 
by men acquire a night judgement of 


things. Alas! why ſhould ſuch be ac- . 


counted wiſe, who caſt themſelves in the 
dirt-and puddle, who contaminate and 
pollute their Souls, who prefer a tempo- 
ral to an eternal felicity, who blindly 
and inconſiderately expoſe themſelves to 
the wrath of a God-revenging fin? Sure 
the greate(t Idiots are not comparably fo 
unwiſe as theſe men, who veature their 
Souls upon ſuch hazards. 

There is nothing that doth ſo much de- 
baſe Humane nature, as (in : the Pſalmiſt, 
who but upon a ſurpriſal vented his im- 
patience and envy,yet charaQerizeth him- 
ſelf a fool for doing ſo, Pſal. 73. 22. 80 
fooliſh was I, and ignorant : Iwas as abeaſt 
before thee. Tis Religion alone that 1s 


the molt certain and uncontrovertable dit- 


ference betwixt men and bruits. The ve- 
ry Pagan Satyriſt could ſay, 
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Reaſon will eaſily convince every Watr 
that will but take pains to confider, that: 


thoſe men who negleC& their oreateſt | in- 
tereſt, can never {hun to be efteemed 
fools. Now to be ſerious and careful a- 
bout the Soul, toi be aſcertained how 1t 


ſhall go with us'in the ather world, this 


1s the greateſt concern of man, about 
which the greateſt care and diligence poſ. 
fible is little enough: and ſure thoſe men 
who deliga happineſs (a thing implan+ 
ted'in the natares of men) muſt either 
make uſeiof the right-means in order to 
their acquiring of It,” otherwiſe they too 
-plainly.proclaim cheir folly: ; but the ho- 
Jy $6ul makes Religion its whole buſineſs; 
-he kavws that it1s his greateſt intereſt to 
be holy, and chat-without this he can ne- 
' ver expect to. be happy hereafter. And 
madecd, whateverimay bethe preſent ap- 
prehenſtons and :thoughts of men, yet 
they ſnall ere long paſs this verdict of cir- 
 cumſpect walkers, That they -were the 
onely wile men: fad the God of wiſdom, 
 Wi9 can eive the bet judgement | 1a the 
+ cale;-does accouit the Saiats to be wiſe 


men 
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men. Ler ts then hearken to'the Apoſtles 
advice, Eph. '5. 15. See that ye walk cir- 
cursſpetly, not gs fools, but as wiſe. _e 
' But as Hotineſs doth thus entitle men 
1 | to wi/ſdoxe, ſo dothit alſo promote true 
t: | waloyr; it mightily conduceth to inſpirit 
- | then with courage and magninimity : The 
1 | -+Hohteous are bold Tike x lyon; but the wir- 
- | 'Red flee whey nv man purſneth. And the 
b | rreaſoh of *bdth'is plain: the one hath 
9 ' | ſecured his future ſtate; but the other 
: expects no better inheritance. And how- 
+ | ever wicked 'men may be very daring, yet 
they cannot be ſaid to be truely valiant ; 
> | for'this1s always rational and deliberate: 
but if wicked men ſhould foberly confi- 
der the unſpeakable hazard they run up- 
on, they durft not be ſo dating; for whe 
conſidering man would thus'expoſe/him- 
ſelt to danger to be eſteemed gallant, 
who knows if he miſcarry he 1s everla- 
ſtingly miſerable? If this merits the En- 
comium of courage, why.may not thoſe. 
mad-men. wa" inconfiderately expoſe 
themlelves to danger, be alſo accounted 
valiant? Nay, the Horſe that undauated- 
ly, but inconſiderately, runs {ſo many 
dangers, encounters ſo many perils in/bat- 
' tle, may be as truly ſaid to be valiant, as 
thoſe men: But this is to miſtake quite the 
| true notion of courage. '  * That 
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That man that isaffrighted with a ſmall 
danger becauſe it is preſent, but nothing 
amazed with a future danger which is 
certain and intolerable, is certainly both 
Fool and Coward. A Pool, in judgin 
ſo badly, and miſtaking his own — 
and well-being: A Coward, in being a- 
fraid for. a danger becauſe it is preſent. 
He who runs from his Colours in time of 
Battle, proclaims himſelf to be a coward, 
although thereby he expoſeth himſelf to 
a greater danger if he be apprehended, 
even the ſevere Sentence of the Martial 
Law juſtly inflicted upon Fugitives. How 
then can thoſe men be accounted valiant, 
who for fear of ſome ſma]l danger. they 
may run the hazard of here for Holineſs, 
.expole themſelves to thoſe vials of fury 
which 1s the portion of ungodly men 
hereafter ? | 


|; 
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' Holineſs univerſally profitable, and above 
' all things moſt advantageous. 


In all ſecular affairs that concera pra- 
"ice, Gain and Advantage is the great ar- 
- gumeat and attracting inducement that 
' prevails upon mens; it is like oyl to the. 
- Wheel, making irs motion more eafie and 
| : ſwift. 
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ſwift. There is no danger ſo terrifying, 
but men have hazarded on, who have 
had this motive to animate them : this is 
it that prompts the Mariner to expoſe 
himſelf to the dangers of the mercileſs 
Ocean, that excites Servants to toil ſo in- 
duſtriouſly, and encourageth Souldiers to 
fight battles. 

That men may allo be inſpirited and al- 
lured to court Holineſs upon the account 
of its utility and profit, I ſhall (abſtra- 
Qing from thoſe advantages I have alrea- 
dy inſtanced ) now briefly diſcover that 
Holineſs is, firſt, pofitable to men in every 
condition and ſtate, Secondly, that it is 
attended with all outward bleflings, and 
wants not a claim to a temporal felicity. 
Thirdly, That without it all other mer- 
cies are uſeleſs, and nnable to quiet the 
Soul. Fourthly, That it is the moſt in- 
comparable blefiing, and frees the Soul 
from the worſt of evils. Fifthly, That 
It is the beſt evidence of our being in 
favour with God, and of our adoption 
to Gods Family. And Laſtly, That it is 
the beſt cordial againſt the fears of death, 
and affords the greateſt ſatisfaftion to 
men lying on their beds of langmſh- 
ing. 

That 
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That ktounels 1s protrable-an'1 advans 
tageous to men, in every condition: and 
ſtate; ſeerns to be clearly enough aſſerted 
by the Apoſtle, when he lays, Godlinefi 
# profitable for all things.  'But beſides 
Scripture, Experience and ; Reaſon do 
zoyatly agree in the proof of this. That 
man that is advanced above others: in 
riches, has no ground to exp<& honour 
and revereace from. men, if he walk not 
according to the rule of Holineſs; that 
is, it he be not moderate and: compaſſio- 
nate, if he reſtrains not his ambition and 
pride : And ſure, without this love and 
reyereace from others, his condition 1s 
not very happy, be lies expaſed to infi- 
nite dangers. 

Hgain, if a man be expoſed; to a mean 
and adverſe eſtate, is eavironed with an 
infiaite number of perplexing difficulties; 
yet.this. caſe js not altogether hopelels ; 
for-if he be not vicious, but on the con- 
trary religious, beſides the divine aid 


that.is.eagaged for his relief, rhe circum- | 


ſtances ke is (tated ia are apt motives ta 
{tic ag bowels of compaſſion towards ſuch 
a perſon. THE8 $- | 
Onleſi the Magiſtrate, who is inveſted 
with"Supream Power and Anathority, imi- 
tate God in goodneſs as well as in great- 
: neſs, 


F 
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J* tieſs; his Authority will produce ſear-a- 


ther than love. The very Moraliſt could 


ſay; Sine bonitate nulla najeſtas. Thoſe 


who will be at the pains to confult Expe: 
rience, ſhall finde that good Princes have 
always been in the greateſt eſteem ; and 
ſure it 1s the moſt unpardonable villany, 


_ to attempt any evil againſt religious 


Kings. 

Holineſs is alfo profitable for Subjects 
to teach them obedience, and to ſubmit, 
not merely upon the account of wrath, but 
for Conſcience fake; which is certainly 
the onely ſafe expedient to ſecure the o- 
bedience of Subje&s: And, I confeſs, I 
know not how that man can be a true 
Subject to his earthly Prince, who ſtands 
not to offend the God of Heaven. I 
know ſome who have pretended tomuch 
Holineſs, have been the greateſt villains 5 
but this proves not that the rule of Ho- 
lineſs gives a Superſedeas or allowance to 
"any to diſubey Authority. 

Art thou 4 Parent 2 theruleof Holineſs 
(to.which holy-men conform) will in- 
firut thee to be:gentle and tender: to 
'thy Children, and not to provoke them 
to 'wrath, which'.is. the onely thing that 


' leflens their afte&1on. Art thou « Childe? 


-ye- will teach thee to reverence and ho- 
b-10 | nour 
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nour thy Parcucsz 1n doing of which, thou 
entitleſt thy ſelf to the promiſe annexed to 
the fifcrh Commandment. In a word, it 1s 
profitable to make all manner of Relations 
live in quietneſs and peace, and to beſtow 
mutual offices of love upon each other. 
It inſtructs men to be faithful ia every 
calling and employment: and certainly 
the good man 1s to be traſted far rather 
than the wicked; for Religion lays an 
awe and reſtraint upon the one, but the 
other pretends no ſuch motive to engage 
him to fidelity, eſpecially if he may de- 
ceive and not be noticed. To this pur- 
- pale Plutarch hath a notable ſaying: Pie- 
tate ( laith he, Nat. Deor. lib. 1.) ſublata, 
fides etiam & Societas humane generis, O- 
xna excellentiſſima virtts juititia tolli- 
far. 

There are ſeveral things uſeful for ſome 
men, but altogether unprofitable for 0- 
thersz but Holineſs is equally profitable 
for all; there are none exempt from taſt- 
ing its utility, but thoſe who exclude 
themlelves by a vitious converſation. = 

Secondly, Holineſs is attended with all 
outward bleſſings, and wants not a claim 
toa temporal felicity, AMatth. 6. 33. Seek 
ye firſt the kingdom of God and his righ- 
teonſnefs, and all other things ſhall be _— 
de 
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uf ded unto you. The promiſeob inheritirig 
oO | the Earth (by which all temporalefclt- 
IS | city is meant). is: made tavthe tneek: 

s | 'Matth. 5.8. Bleſſed: ire the weeks: for 
V | they ſhall inherit the earth; 'Andindeed, 

| we fade this blefling'even promiſed to: the 
yY | polterity of choſe Fa fear:the:Lord, Pal. 
y | 25-13. Andto putthis beyondall doubt, 
r 
1 


we fiade the Plalmiſt repeating'thiis: five 
times in one Pſalm, Pſal. 37-9,.41,:22, 
. 29, 34-: 'And'the great Apoltle tells-us, 
e | that it is':God/izefs that Fes the, promiſe 
- | of the Liſe that now 3s, and of that which 
- | :zxt0come, 1 Tim. 4. 8. The God of Hea- 
- | -ven hath alſo aſſured us, that he will w##h- 
, hold no good thing from them that walk 
b aprightly. Upoa this account well might 
Wiſdom ſay, Prov. 8. 18. Riches and hb- 
nour are with me: a plain: inſtance iof 
2 which, we have 1n Solo#zor, whobecauſe 
- | of his aſking Wiſdom to govern his Jub- 
jets, when he might as freely have n{kid 
- | :Riches and Honour, he receives this an- 
> | ſwerfrom God, 7 hevealſo gruer rhe both 
riches and bomou; 1. king. 3.13. '') 
| | - But: however this diſcriminatingopep- 
| vidence doth not ſo diſcernedly appear 
here, : yet there is no 'man but/can;prreſt 
- Vice-hath impoveriſhed-thouſands3> there 
2 I fins that have a: nataribeen- 
3. K dency 
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bread, Prov. 6 26. The like we may true- 
ly enough ſay of ſeveral other fins. 7 


woman, 4 men is brought to a piece of 


have ſeen ( ſaith the Plalmilt ) #he wicked 
great in power, and ſpreading himſelf like 
a green bay-tree; yet he paſſed away, and 
lo, be was not: yea, I ſought him, but he 
could not be found, Plal. 37. 35, 36. I 
confels, good men may be. reduced to 
great wants, may be deſtitute of neceſſary. 
proviſions ; nay, how frequently is this 
the lot of the moſt excellent and gallant 
Souls ? yet this may be ſafely ſaid, That « 
little that a righteous man hath, is better 
than the riches of many wicked. | 


But then thoſe things that beſt deſerve 


' the name of riches, becauſe of their en- 


riching the Sou], which being more ex- 
cellent than the Body, muſt upon that ac- 
count be of greater value than theſe things 
that onely reſpe& the Body, theſe are 
- onely peculiar to holy men : and ſuch 
are the graces of the Holy Spirit, the 
combination of Chriſtian vertues, the 
price of which is above that of Rubies. 


- Theſe are riches which are of a more Ja- 

: ſting/ nature than thoſe Which the igno- 

- ble of the world call riches; they arc 

- not ſubject to the caſualties which Gold 
3659 ; 


aad 
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and Silver and precious Stones are; which 
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it 


upon that account cannot be called a 
mans own, as Pagan Moraliſts have large- 
ly and excellently confirmed :: And if-we 


will not diſpute with God, and conteſt 


his determination, we ſhall finde one ſin- 
gle vertue receiving a more ample com- 


' mendation than ever riches did;z 1 Pet. 


3-.4+ The ornament of a meek and quiet 


. ſpivit is in the fight of God of great 


price- 

p Altbowgh the holy agd devout Saul may 
be reduced to our Savours (traits, zof fo 
have where to lay his head; yet/how can 
he be ſaid to be poor, fiace he pofleſles 
him who s all? The moſt adverſe chan- 
ces that befal fuch a Soul, cannot degnomi- 
nate it poorz there is a Crown and 
Priacely Inheritance which belopgs to 
it, Nay, beſides that glorious reverfioo, 


we have expreſs promiſes that ſuch Souls 


{hall/not be altogether deſtitute of neceſ- 


aries. to ſuſtain and ſupport ther in this 
their pilgrimage. 


Ihavealready ſhewed,that Honovr and 
Pleaſures are the artendants of Holineſs # 
What in the world is more gtorious, than 
for a-man to conquer thoſe luſts.znd in- 
ordinate appetites that feck the maſtery 


-SYn big? what pleature 15 able t@.con- 
yor® - K 3 telt 


nty of Holineſs. 131 


=— = P % 
a Oo . 
—wf ww 
2h * 1/0” —_ « 
_ "$. R ? 
44's ; dis ; ag 
v "OR } - ! 


a4. Ao <p" 44 en a a ws eaofSHusi.. . 


The de f Holineſe. Chap. P-3 3 


> x 
yo 


teſt with thoſe raviſhing j Joys which re- 
ſalt from a holy converſation? There 1s 
nothing imaginable that ſo exbilarates 
and revives men, as a calm'and quiet Con- 
ſcience. But I paſs this. 

In the next place I come to ſhew, that 
the enjoyment of all other bleſliogs can 
never profit that man that wants Holi- 
neſs. This is' plainly atteſted by our Sa- 
viour, ſaying, What hath a man profited - 
if he ſhould gain the whole world, and loſe 
his own ſoul? To have an aMiuence of 
temporal mercies, cannot ſo much as con- 
tribute to a preſent felicity, where the 
forementioned * qualification 1s lacking. 
Outward favours, not-attended and chai- 
ned wth rea] Holineſs, contribute: onely 
to enhance the miſery of their poſleſlor ; 
they being proper fewel to increaſe the 
flame of inquietude and reſtleſneſs, but 
unfit to allay it, The greateſt plenty of 
riches cannot ſatisfie the covetous minde, 
whichtike the Grave cries Grve,- give. 
The whole world could not ſatisfie A/e- 
xander's-1nfatiable ambirion ; - bur, as the 
- Poet ( ſpeaks, 
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3oy that earthly feliciry he deſigns, 'if he 
want Holineſs : For, ſuppoſe he be poſleſ- 
ſed of it, yet the ſecret acknowledge- 
meant of a+{\uperiour- power, impairs-the 
delights that do ariſe from ſuch a ſtate, 

and makes him in the height of his fanci- 
ed felicity ſtartle and quake; Conſcience; 

upon the apprehenſion of guilt, ahd'the 
vengeance due to. it,: recoils upon the (in- 


ner, and-diſturbs his quiet enjoyment of 


the pleaſures he might otherwiſe freely:e- 
nough delightin. O. how does | it. moleſt 
and rorment him y Ts 


Noe ditque ſhows geftare? in peltore totem, 


to havean inward principle of Fear haur 
ting the ſinner io his moſt retired. enjoy- 
ment of pleaſures, which'cannot 'be 

Alenced by his utmolt endeavours! This, 
| this is it that torments him wich ariguiſh 
and confuſion, that allays the imaginary 
pleaſure of the moſt charming Luſt, :and 
in the midſt of laughter makes his beart 
:beavy: 'which fully verifies the. truth 


-of what I ſaid, that the enjoyment of 


all other bleflings can never free.\a man 

-from torment, nor a whit profit him: thar 

1s deſtitute of Holineſs. 
Fourthly, Holineſs is the moſt incom:- 


K 3 parable 


| 
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| parable blefting, and frees the Soul from 


the worſt of evils What David ſaid 
of Goliahs Sward, I may more ſafely ſay 
of Holineſs, There is one like it 3; nothing 
in the world fo apt to remove thoſe diſa- 


ers and turmoiling. fears that inwardly. 
work upon and damp the minds of men 


with ſevere checks and laſhes, as Holji- 
neſs, which being diametrically oppoſite 
to io, which 1s the worſt of eyils, muſt 
therefore by a neceſlary conſequence be 
the beſt of bleſſings. 

Now \eeing contraries placed near tq 
other-are the more diſcernable, I ſhall 
theretore take 'a ſhort view of the evil 
aad malignity of (ia, that hereby the beau- 
ty aad excellency of Holineſs may ap- 
pear the brighter, and have the greatef 
force to conquer our affeFions. 

_ To expreſs the evil and-imalignjty of 
ſia, Scriptcire repreſents it by the molt ug- 
ly and abominable things, by the mol 
danzerous and terrible Diſeaſes: Nay, 
the great Apoſtle ſeems to want language 
and compariſons too, to expreſs the evil. 
of it, when he calls it exceedingly evil, as 
if he: had ſaid, it taffoitely tranſcends all 
other: evils ; the malignity of which, nq 
Pen can fully delineate and deſcribe either | 
19 1ts nature of Mas es 
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| In its Nature; the Scripture-charaQer 
| of it is, it is a enmity againſt God; a 
; tranſgreſſion and voluntary violation of 
; his moſt holy and righteous Law; a dif- 


obedience of his Authority, and a wicked 
. contempt of all the divine Attributes : 
| 'tis the woful ſtain and blemifh, of our 
; Natures, the diſeaſe of our Souls, aridthe 
| reproach of our Reaſon. 72 
The conſequences of fin are fearful and 
( fatal. So bad a cauſe can never-fail to 
produce the worft effeRs ; for beſides all 
| the temporal calamities and miſchiefs 
that befal Mankinde, thoſe unſpeakable 
| miſeries and. extream torments that ac- 
company men tothe other world, are al- 
ſo the dreadful and ſad effets of fin. T 
have already ſhewed, that every vice is - 
naturally attended with ſome particular 
P puniſhment : but that indeed which is 
moſt terrible, which ſhonld 'mightily a- 
maze and ſtartle the ſinner, are the dread- 
ful miſeries of another world : Alas! how 
diſmal is the condition of thoſe men who 
have loſt the divine Image, and conſe- 
quently his love and favour, and are lia- 
ble to his fury and wrath? who are poſ- 
ſeſs'd with a /egion of impure luſts, which 
lead them captive, and hurry them 
headlong to perditian, where they muſt. 
4 have 
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| bavetheir everlaſting abode with i impure 
(pirits amal devouring flames. 

' How: impallible 1s it to give a, guſt Liſt 
and Caralague of 'the ſad and: dreagful: 
conſequences of fin, or fully deſcribeithe.. 
evi ang-malignity of it! But 'yerthis im- 
perie& glfince may;io part ſatisfie and: in- 
forot-ps, that a holy and} vertuqus life, 
which excludes allthoſe miſchiefs, and:in- 
dagybriignces which both ; 1n-:this and 
the next; Jiferattend-ſin, 15 the belt;bf bleſ:: 
Gags, a0d trees . vs from _ worſt: of &- 
i Ohm D653 @23: 7 

 Fifthty;'b alineſ is the heftevidedce of 
our being :infevour with God, - and: of 
or axdofitrox:toGods Family: How: ſe- 
Julogs and: inquifitive;.abe' many -goad 
Gnmuitiangvto :undetftand; their fpiratual 
ſite and condition, that they.may.know 
into_which-of. the: two Tegions'of the :0- 
ther worldithey ſhalthe ſtated after death? 
Fhis is. cortainly..x matter'of the greateſt 
cooſcquence, and deſerves every: mans 
oalt ſertourcanſideration; a miſtake. here 
Sting rexceedirigiy | dangerous, ' like a 
wound ate vital parts, it proves. mor- 
tal and meurable if continued in.' Now 
the molt! 96 f)libe mark.and character of 
ut zbyng in favour with- God, - and that 

hich comprehends all others, is that 
ved © FE, which 


which the beloved Apoſtle ſets down, 
I 'Job. 3.7, 8, 9, 16. 'Little children, let 
#0 man deceive you: he that doth righteouſ- 
neſs is righteoms. ( Andevery one that doth 
righteouſneſi is born of God, Chap. 2. 29.) 
He that committeth ſin is of the Devil 
ihoſoever is born of God doth not commit 
fen-—-- In: this the children of God are -ma- 
vifeſt, and the children of the Devil - 
Whoſoever doth not righteouſneſs, is not of 
God. Let: men pretend what they will, 
if they be deſtitute of righteouſneſs, they 
are of 'their Father the Devil, and: can 
claim no intereſt in God as their F ather 5 
ſeeing it is pority of: Spirit that gives us 
a title to be the Children of the moſt 
high 5 '2 Cor. 6. 17, 18. Be ye ſeparate, 
and touch not the unclean thing, and I will 
receive you, and will be a Father unto you, 
and ye ſhall be my ſons and daughters, ſaith 
the Lord'Almighty. The whole tenour 
of the. Salkpence Soils with ſo many 
ſuch inſtances, that I ſhall ſuperſede a tedi- 
ous citatton of texts, 

This then being :ſo infallible and cer- 
tatn a charafer, methinks every rational 
man may quickly come tothe knowledge 
of, his ſpiritual eſtate. A bad man may 
. certainly enough know whether he breaks 
rhe divine Lays, and gots in a continued 
courſe 


wy 
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courſe of (in; and a good man may ſuf- 
ficiently know whether he obeys the di- 
vine Laws, and is fincere 1n his actions. 
Fheſe are things ſo plain and undeniable, 
that all doubts of this kinde are ridicu- 
Jous. Now 'tis no difficulty to draw 
theſe plain inferences : I break the divine 
Laws, therefore I a»« not of Gods or, 1 
obey them, therefore I av: a Child of God. 
And thus every confidering man, who im- 
partially conſiders, and exaQtly examines 
his life and aQions, may be fully enough 
aſcertained whether he be a Childe of 
God or not. Alas! how uſeleſs and dange- 
rous 15 it to aſcend unto Heaven to ſearch 
the ſecret and eternal Decrees of God, 
which belong not to us to pry into,that we | 
may know whether ourNames be written 
in the Book of Life or not? He that doth 
righteouſneſs needs not fear any latent 
Decree concerning his reprobation 5 and 
It 15 the vaineſt thing imaginable, for im- 
penitent and obſtinate ſinners to dream 
that God hath from eternity eleqed them 
to life. The pure nature of God is fo 
perfetly oppoſite to (in, that it is quite 
impoſiible there can be any agreement 
betwixt him and' fianers, no more than 
there can be betwixt light and darkneſs. 
The Plalmiſt acquaints us, That he # not 

| 4 
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4 God that hath pleaſure in wickedneſs. 
And the Apoſtle hath told us, That the 
wrath of God 3s revealed from” Heaverr 
againſt all angodlineſs and unrighteonſ- 
neſs of men. But yet the righteous Lord 
loveth the righteozs : Theſe are the 
men whom he eſteems his Children, 
to whom the promiles of eternal life be- 
lon 

h the laſt pace, ghere is nothing i mn the 
world that will prove ſo effteqnal to com- 
fort men at the hour of death, as the 
ſweet thoughts of their being ſeparated 
from the pollutions of the world. How 
unſpeakably comfortable 1s it for men, 
when they are juſt ſtepping into the o- 
ther world, to refle& upon the good life. 
they have led, and that they carry in 
their boſoms Conſciences void of offence 
both towards God and towards man ? 
This is indeed that noble ard Sovereign 
Cordial that revives the ſpirits of good 
men, in their paſſage through the valley 
and ſhadow of death, and makes their com- 
forts abound and overflow. 


Death is nat fo ſmall a matter as ſome; 


men think 3 in Scripture it is yot unfitly 
called the King of terroyrs : Now no- 
thing can freemen from the terrour of it, 
þut 2 good Conſcience; and this cannor 


be 
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be had without Holineſs, which makes all 
calm and ſerene withio. Jt will afford 


, 
oh 


| —_ 


men little pleaſure when they come. to | 


die, to refle& upon theearthly pleaſures 
they. have enjoyed: .theſe things profit 
not zz the. day of wrath; bot the Con- 
ſcience of well doing makes men ſalute 
death without dread and, aſtoniſhment, 
and lift up their heads with joy, becauſe 
_ day of their redemption approach- 
ctD. 

But with the ungodly and. wicked it 1s 
not ſo; then their (ins ſtare.them in their 
face, and ſo terrifie and affright them, that 
no wonder though in the extremity of 
their agony they prefer ſtrangling .and 
death to life. If holy Fob. doth ſo heavi- 
ly complain of .the _ of Gad, how 


much more £errifying ſhall the apprehen- | 


fions of. a ſevere and terrible: judgement 
be to the unſantified-and polluted 2: Fo 
thiak how ſhortly-he mult be everlaſting- 
ly ſeparate from the good things he en- 
Joyed here, and. be caſt into utter dark- 
neſs, to have his portion with the damned 
1a devouring Flawes,,to be an everla- 
{tingreſident in the Lake of fire and brim- 
frone, where he ſhall be continually tor- 
mented with that gnawing worm that ne- 
yerdies: Theſeare the amazing thaughts 


that 


) 
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11 J* chat will ſeize upon-the finner :- his Con- 
d | ſcience then will not ſleep; nothing will | 
o | be able to allay thoſe Storms and Tem- 
2s | peſts that are raiſed by the fearful expe- 
it | cation of the reward due" to fin, At 
\- | death, men are generally wiſer than at o- 
e | ther times; then-they begii to confider 
e, | what, they 'have been doing, and call 
> | themſelves fool a thouſand times for their 
| [diſobedience and wickedneſs. *The ſmoak 

. | of worldly cares that formerly blinded 

gs | their eyes,are now diſpelled;they ſee their 

r | :folly, when it is 'too late to mendits and 

t | if they dono more, yet Balaam-like, they 

f | willcry, 0 that I might diethe death of 

1 | therighteows / | hy 
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CHAP. IV. 


Frivolons Cavils aud OdjeViens rv 


* He former Chapters having duiſco- 
vered the Beauty of Holinefi, aad 
the mighty power and force of 
meats that excite to the practice of itz 
one wha weighs all this s the meaſure 
of equity, cannot ( as any man would 
think ) {bur look upon it as the Grange 
peodighe,. that ſo jull a Cauſe ſhould miſs 
of its \cfte&, and fiade-the ſons of men, 
who pretend to be ſuch Maſters of Rea- 
ſon, ſo monſtrouſly fooliſh in reje@ing 
it upon the account of ſome frivolous 
and very fallacious cavils : But the truth 
is, refoſute Impiety'is ſet upon the Bench 
and made Judge; and no wonder though 
it paſs an unjuſt (entence,and condemnHo- 
lineſs becauſe of its oppoſition to Vice. 
The common imputations and prejudi- 
ces which wicked men load Holineſs with,” 
I ſhall reduce to the four following Heads, 
Firſt, Holineſs lays upon men heavy bur- 
dens, and grievous to be born : which 
makes humane life joytefs and nneafie , 
they being ſo inconſiſtent, firſt, with 
Peace 3 


| 
od . 
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ITY 
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Peace; and ſecondly, with Pleaſure and 


Satisfaction. 


Secondly, Experience informs us, that 


_ wicked mea enjoy pleaſure and ſatisfa- 
Ction in their ways, there being no men 


ſo jovial and merry as they z and that men 
who pretend to Holineſs are ſullen and 
melancholy, and are expoſed to heavy 
ſufferings and trials. 

Thirdly, 'Tis fingularity and ambition 
that prevail more with mea than anyother 
motive to be holy. | 

Foxrthly, 'Tis the greateſt piece of fol 
ly, ignorance, and impudence, for men to 
quit with preſent pleaſures for mere un- 
certaiaties. 

The firſt being the moſt material Obje- 
Qion, I fhall therefore more largely and 


_ diſtinatly examine it; and in doing of 


this, I ſhall deſire theſe ' four things 
may be confidered. ' Firſt, that the di- 
vine Laws are not grievous and uneafie. 
Secondly, that Vice 1s much more trou- 
blefom and difficult than Vertve. Thirdly, 
that Holineſs conduceth both to the Peace 
add Happineſs of humane Societies, and 
to the temporal Advantage of private 
perſons. And Foxrthly, that there is a 
great deal of more pleaſure in theways of 
Holineſs, than11 the commiſiiog of = 

That 
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That the divine Laws are not grievous 
and uneaſie, but extreamly reaſonable 
and wile, is a truth [ have already.made 
plain, when I diſcourſed of the rule of Ho- 
lizeſs. The whole tenour of the Laws of 


Chriſtianity being ſo exceedingly ſuitable 


to the very nature of men, it cannot be ra- 
tionally ſuppoſed thatthey can begrieyous 
to them. St. Paul! to the Philippians, 
gives us a brief and compendious, but 
very full and comprehenſive, account of 
what things the Laws of our Chriſtiani- 
ty enjoyn,vis. Whatſoever things ere true, 
whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever 
things are-juſt, whatſoever things are pure, 
whatſoever things are lovely, and whatſo- 
ever things are of good;report - all which 
are ſo agreeable to. Reaſon, that even the 
light of Nature prompts men to the do- 
iag of them, and fully diſcovers it ſelf to 
be aa irreconcilable Enemy to all kinde of 
vices. | | 

Tis not then Reaſon, but the impe- 
tuous Lults of men, that determines a ho- 
ly Law to be grievous and nneafie: and 
indeed, no wonder: though this unjuſt 
Judge make Holineſs appear formidable, 
and repreſent it as grievous to Mankinde ; 
It bing ſo much the jatereſt of. this-par- 
tial .Judge to condem 1: it as criminal, 
| and 


7 


p py ——_— 
POR. Coty i CATPOTET 


| Chap. FS) The beanty of Holineſs. 145 


ms. 


__—— 


 and'to deerie it as a yoak intolerable.and 
grievous to be:born. *Tis not probable 


that the moſt innoceat ſhall paſs unconde- 


maed; when an Enemy; is ſet, up. in the 
Judgementdeat./to- paſs Sentence::. our 
bleſſed Saviour muſt be pronounced guilty 
by Pilat, although even this unjuſt Judge 
openly; profeſt, he found no. fault in him. 
And ſceingaur great Law-giver met with 
ſo ſevere” a;ſentence, who can expect 
any more:ypright yerdids ſhould paſs up- 
on;his;:Laws?;}; 1 {2 66; 
:oBuf that 'the divine Laws | are nat; w- 


pear from plain Texts of Sceipture (which 
s>the onely anfallible rule.') Our; great 
bord: hath chjoſelf taught his Diſciples, 
That bis: yoak: ir: eaſte, and his burdezr 


dight. -:Aad one of his inſpired Diſciples 


has aſlured:11s; that his. commands are not 


-grzevows:;; two Texts (officient methinks 


to remove all, thoſe prejudices that are 
caſt npan.a holy life, as if it were full of 
fatigue-and trouble. 

© Butt beſides Scripture, Reaſon and Ex- 
perience, too, come 1n to witneſs this 
truth. Firſt, Reaſon bears witneſs that 
the divineCommands are extreamly reafo- 
nable and natural ; and is it not againſt the 


. common vote of Mankince, to ſay, What 


deed grievous: td;be born; may eaſily ap, 


0 res 
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1s natural, 15 tmeaſie and difficult? Men: 
who impoſe hard'and grievous taſks up-' 
on others, ate'by all men condemned as: 
unreaſonable?'s+ which certainly implies; 
that whatever-is reaſonable;-is mot grie+ 
vous and diffiente:1Fis true; finnets, who: 
by "their many-repeated- aRts|of 'diſobe- 
dience have contracted a habit: fin, do 
indeed- comtnit"it-with lefs::trouble than 
thoſe who firſt engagsro! this Tyranny 3 
as' Slaves; who'by” E NGer loojoupon:that 
as eaſie, which at their lir{t'etitrance ups 
ots ſach a {lavery was' very difficult. and 
tevous:  Atd' yet whatever cafe the 
oft daringſlaneromay Hated 4s tbe 
fond 4n the- as cof '{io,-{ durſt appeal 
to'his own breaſt; -whlrheits ht:adt 
with a great dealof more eaſe; and lefs 
fatigue, have kept the divineLaws, that 
he net with in breaking of them”! 
"-Fconfefs, the Laws of Chriſtianity are 
not natural in a (tri& and confined ſence; 
but onely in ſo far as they correſpond 
with, and are ſuitable to, the nature of 
Mankinde: hence ſome {ins are ſaid to 
be 1 ratural; 'not becauſe all fins may 
not adopt to them{elves that title, but 
becauſe upon a more peculiar and ſpe- 
cial accouht, all men are ſerifible that they 
are broiciſh, and unbecoming' any who 
carry 
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carry In their boſom a rational Soul. 
There-is not any vice, but it infeſts and 
prejudges Nature. Arger isa degree of 
Madneſs, that violently tranſports men, 
and quite mars their inward eale and re- 
rm Revenge, a more laſting and deli- 
rate /fury,. preys upon the Soul where 
it reſides, and ſo diſtraqts and. hurries it 
with inquietude and reſtleſnefs, that no- 
thing imaginable can be ſuppoſed a grea- 
ter Enemy to Nature, how ſweet foe- 
ver and luſcious it may ſeem to: depra- 
ved nature. Interperance, and Unclean- 
eſs, are ſins which debaſe Humane na- 
ture- below that of beaſts, and are the 
cauſe of many intolerable pains and Di- 
ſeaſes, which make Humane life but an 
uneaſie burden. But beſides all theſe trou- 
bles, we may adde that horrour of. Cott- 
ſcience that haunts the ſinner with fear 
e | and aſtoniſhment. All which contribute 
5] toclearthe truth of whatlI aſſert. 
dj Again, Reaſon tells a man, that it cati- 
of | got be grievous to him to perform that 
Of which is ſo much his intereſt and advan- 
y] tage. Men in their ſecular concerns 
uth finde no difficulties in any undertaking 
e-l| wherein their intereſt is concerned ; and 
2] ſure it is mans greateſt intereſt to keep 
1} the divine Precepts, as I havealready at 
L 2 fore 
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_. ſome length diſcovered. 'Tis an excel- 


lent ſaying, of as excellent an Author: 
Reaſon (ſays he) wit firit ceaſe to be 
Reaſon, and commente Phrenzie ,- before 
tis poſſible it can ſet it ſelf in defiance 
of thoſe Laws of ChriSt, which are'accom- 
modated to its greatest interef#. GCaules 
of the decay of Chriſtian Piety, Chap. 5. 
But beſides Reaſon, Experience bears 
alſo witneſs to this truth, that the divine 


Laws are not grievous. But before I 


proceed to prove this, ſhall premiſe two 
Cautions : FirsF, when I ſay that Expe- 
rience makes it plain, that the Laws of 
Chriſtianity are not grievous; I do not 
mean that a ſinner when he fir(t forſaketh 
his fins, and betakes himſelf to a holy 
and vertuous life, ſhall encounter with 
no difficulties; no ſure, this cannot rea- 
ſonably be expected : for his former ha- 
bit in fin will at the firſt give him work 
enough; he has an old cuſtom to op- 
pole 2nd {iruggle with, which will colt 
'him no ſmall pains to overcome. Se- 
condly, far leſs muſt we fondly imagine 
that the Law of Chriſtianity is ſo eaſie, 
ss-ſuperſedes and gives a diſcharge to 
bumane induſtry , vigilancy, and care: 
they are but ſtrangers toa holy life, and 


_ never knew what it is to obey Gods 


Com- 
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— Commands, who never were at.any pains, 


nay who are not very induſtrious and 


| careful to obſerve them. When our Sa- 


viour ſays, his yoak is eaſpe, he does not 
hereby intend to perſwade mea to be like 
Solomons (laggard z ſure Heaven was ne- 


_ verdeſigned forloiterres jn Gods Vineyard: 


but his 1ateat there, 1s to remove a_com- 


mon prejudice men were like to enter-' 


tain againſt Chriſtianity, as 1f 1t were an 
intolerable yoak, and inſupportable talk : 
now this Chriſt forewarns his Diſciples 1s 
not true, - 

Theſe .ewo things being premiſed , I 
now appeal to Experience ( which. of- 
tea correds errour in ſpeculation ) whe- 
ther the Laws of Heaven or Hell are moſt 
grievous. And to condcſcend as far as 
poſſible, I ſhall not here call in the Ex- 
periences of good men, who all unani- 


mouſly aſſent that there 1s more eaſe and 
leſs fatigue in obeying; than in breaking 


the divine Laws; bur I ſhall ſubmit to 
the finners own teſtimony, when he 1s 1 
his moſt ſober ſtate; I mean, when he 1s 


under the extremity af ſome pain infit- 


ted by his fins, or when he lies upon his 
death-bed: at other times, when he 1s 1n 
the purſute of ſome Luſt, no wonder 
though he paſs as unjult a {entence as lick 
CE | men 
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men do of taites, who having their pa- 
lates infeted with ſome venomous and 
filthy humor, judge every thing, be it 
really never ſo pleaſant, to be bitter and 
harſh. 

Go then to ſinners when they come 
to themſelves (as it is ſaid of the Prodi- 
gal, He came to himſelf, as1t he had been 


' before mad or. diſtracted) and aſk them 


whether they fiade more trouble in their 
doing or omittiag of fin? Aſk the Drun- 
kard, who by his iatemperance lies ſmar- 
ring under the tormenting pains of the 
Gout, whether he had been wiſer, and 
fuffered les trouble, if he had been tem- 
perate, and abſtained from exceſs? Nay, 
beſides the diſeaſes that many, if not moſt 
of vices bring upon men, there are ſome 
fins that wrs. men ſenſibly 1n the time 
finde pain and trouble. Go to the La- 
ſcivious and Wanton perſon who is tor- 
mented with the Pox, and aſk whether 
his fin be grievous to him or not? There. 
are few (ins which are not attended with 


' grievous concomitants. But I ſhall not 


iofiſt, 

' I confeſs, no mens Experiences are fo 

likely to demonſtrate this truth, nor are 

more pertinently appealed to, as theirs 

#20 have once + experimented the plea- 
| ſures 
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ſores aod pains ; of both ſtates: AK eh K 
1p who were. Once- Drunk ards 
and Adulterers, but are now ſan Ffiec 
aud fettled'1 1n.a.cqurle of, "Holineſs 3; 1d 
I am ſure they; thall venily wh ſtifie, & hat ig 
is. only Satan's, Yoak that 3s Ynea| lie ok 
burthenſome... —- 
Bur granting that there 1 is ſome Air 


by: 1 the exact oblcrygt 92 af, the hogs 
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world for who ſhall be 26d bud if he mz 


have. the liberty to uſe this for a relevant 


excule ? 
This being then (o unreaſonable to ima- 


gine, (and if it ſhould be. admitted, 


ſhould yet never a whit excuſe the ſinner, 
who to his experience findes ſin to be ſo 
uneaſie and troubleſome) yet I ſhall adde_ 
two Conſiderations that demonſtrate , 

the Laws of Chriſtianity are more caſie 
than any other Laws that ever were in- 
vented; and that they are not (as car- 


nal men repreſent them) hard ſayings 
3. 4 whit H 
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PTE none can bedy. © Firſt, the Author 
of the Goſpel-precepts hath offered 'to 
us an afliſtance, able to conquer all the 
difficultics . that can be ſuppoſed to at- 
tend the keeping of his Mandates. 'Tis 
true, if Chirift had enjoyned his follow - | 
ers to obey a Law which could not pof- 
fibly, be kept; I confeſs, in that caſe, his 
Gotiniands hal been grievous, and his 
Yoak inſuppottable : Or if he had been 
ſatisfied with io leſs than perfe& inno- 
cency, and nnfinning obedience, I don't 
ſee how this prejudice and cavil could 
have been, removed. But he who pre- 
ſcribed thoſe Precepts , conſidered. the 
frailties' of our nature, and the weakneſs 
of man in this lapſed eſtate; and there- 
fore he has provided help for us, if we 
will but be at the pains ſeriouſly to im- 
plore it; . For he giveth his Spirit to them 
that a5k it. And upon this account the 
beloved Apoſtle encourageth Ghriſtians 
to obey the precepts of the Goſpel, be- 
cauſe, Greater 7s he that is in Ju, than he 
that is in the world. 
Secondly, The cxcellency of the Re- - 
ward that is promiſed tothe obedient; is 
a moſt noble conſideration to make men 
(as the Pfalmiſt ſpeaks) run the way of 
Gods Commandments. The promiſſory 
part 
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part” of the Goſpel , renders the prece- 
ptiye part eaſte. Methinks the holy Soul 
(ſhould with comfort thus expreſs it ſelf, 
when the greateſt difficulties offer : Good 
God! ſhall I be diſcouraged to obey the 
hardeſt (if any thing proceeding from 
infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs can be 
faid to be difficult ) of thy Command- 
ments, when (o glorious a prize is the re- 
ward thereaf? If a terrene and tempo- 
ral felicity .animates others to encounter 


the moſt Giant-difficolties, how much 
wore unconcernedly ſhould 1 (light all 


hazards, --and contemn by a fearleſs cou- 


_ rageall dangers, for that bleſſed hope that 


3s ſet before me? Can I remember there 
is a Kingdom promiſed, and yet be terri- 
fied from it by ſuppoſed difficulties, or 
complain that the way is inacceſſible > 


Dol really know that it 15 indeed a good 


Land, and am yet diſcouraged to attempt 
the taking of it, becauſe 1t will require 
ſome violence ? Shall I, like the Rexbe- 
rites and Gadites, ſet up my reſt on this 


' fide of Jordan, notwithſtanding this pro- 


poſal of Caraar? No ſure, eternal Life 
1s too noble a prize to be loſt, for fear of 
tighting the Good fight. regard no 
difficulries while Teye the Crown; I can- . 
not think thoſe Precepts grievous, that 
it; | + Þ | ; | : 2re 
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are enforced by ſo many excellent pro- 
miſes. So great a recompence of reward 
ſhould, methinks, inſpire the dulleſt 
Heart, and ſweeten the hardeſt Service 
ſhould make any one willing and content. 
to ſacrifice his moſt beloved luſts, to cut 
off the right Hand , and pluck out the 
right eye, which ſtand in the way, and 
hinder him from entring into Hea- 
Ven. 

Having thus endeavoured to explain 
upon what account the Laws of Chriſti- 
anity are not grievous, I hope I ſhall not 
need to infilt long upon the follow- 
ing particulars. At firſt ſight it ſeems 
plain, that ſince the caſe is Fo Vice muſt 
certainly be more troubleſome than Ver- 
tue; and that, i it is eaſter for men tolive 
holily, than wickedly : and yet, I know 
not by what ſtrange artifice, Holineſs has 
had the bad luck to be repreſented as 
being extreamly difficult. I confeſs, I 
intend not to inveigh againſt the ſacred 
Tribe of Leys, who have repreſented 
Heaven almoſt as unacceſhble, as the If 
raclitiſh Spies did the good Land of Ca- 
#44r ; knowing they thereby onely de- 
ligne t to raiſe mens endeavours : although 
I could have wiſhed that they had con- 
iicered better, how readily men of cor- 
rupt 
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rupt mindes and vitious pradtices lay a- 
fide all care of Gods Commandments, 
upon this ſuggeſtion, that they are prie- 
vous; and are deterred from a holy and 
vertuous life. 

But that Vice is more troubleſome and 
uneafie than Vertue, will ( beſides what 
I have formerly ſaid) appear to be ſo, 
from the following Conſiderations. Firſt, 


| Sacred Records repreſent ſinners as men 


who weary themſelves with' fin; and the 
Prophet 1ſaz4b deſcribes their trouble by 
a very apt {iimilitude, ſa. 57. 20. | The 
wicked xs like the troubled ſea, when it 


' cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt up mire and 


dirt. The ways of ſta are frequently 


called crooked paths, and wicked men are 


ſaid to walk aſtray; whileas the way of 
Holineſs and Vertue is ſaid to be a ftreight 
and high way: All which Phraſes plainly 
enough imply, that the former is full of 
zatricacy and perplexities, and the latter 


' plain and eaſle, 


Experiences to prove this, are every 
day ſo multiplied, that they may abun- 
dantly ſerve to filence all doubts. The 
Drunkard can experimentally tell the 
coltlineſs of his fin, and the tormenting 
diſcaſes that are frequently the effect of 
an overcharged Stomachz the uneafie 
belchings 
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| belchings and overturnings within, the 
grievous pains of Head and Joynts. . The 
Wanjon and Laſcivious can produce his 
ainful boils and ſores, to witneſs the 
uneaſineſ(s of Luſt ; at beſt, he can onely 
produce an heRick Body. But beſides 
thoſe loathſome diſeaſes that are the ef- 
ſets of Laſcivioaſneſs, how reſtleſs and 
uneaſie 1s the condition of ſuch perſons? 
But how impoſſible is it to give a juſt 
liſt of thoſe miſeries that Wantonneſs and 
Intemperance hurry men to? To what a' 
multitude of amazing difficulties does 
Pride expoſe men { what miſchiefs, jarrs 
and conteſts does it raiſe? Exvy and Ree 
venge torment mens ſpirits, and ſo dil- 
quiet and perturb them, that men may 
as well take fire into their boſom, and 
pretend they perceive no- torment , as 
lodge thoſe horrid luſts m their breaſts 
without the ſenſe of their extream miſery 
and pain. The Covetoxs minde is riever 
at reſt, out 1s ever craving and defirous' 
of more. But to ſhew how troubleſome 
the pradice of every fin is, requires a 
larger diſcourſe than I can well allow. 
But how eaſte is Vertue, if compared 
with Vice? At what trouble and pains 
are men, to invent a lie? and when they 


. have contrived it, they cannot but 'be 
afraid 
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afraid leſt it be diſcovered. But how ea- 
fie is it to ſpeak the truth2 With how. 
much art and pains do men tronble ther- 

ſelves to conceal their vices > The Adul- 

terer is wearied with watching conve- 

nient opportunities, and afraid leſt he be 

diſcovered 3 whileas the chaſt perſon en- 

joys himſelf quietly, and is troubled with 

no ſuch attender. The covetows M3ſer is 

cruciate and tormented with a defire of 
what he cannot expeq z 1s extreamly tor- 

mented by an inceſſant care, leſt he loſe 

what he hath, and ever toiling to acquire 

more; whileas the vertuous Soul 1s con- 

tented with what he enjoyeth, and grudg- 

eth not to beſtow a part of what is his to 
others. ” 

There is no man who tis not quite given 
up to commit all manner of ackednefs . 
and whole conſcience is not ſeared as with 
a hot Iron, bug can tell by his experience, 
how perplexing and uneaſfie Vice is. And 
to make this yet more plain, I ſhall adde 
theſe few following Reaſons. Fzr57, the 
nature of Vice is ſo reproachful, that 
men are even troubled to coyn ſhifts to, 
avoid the owning itz aad ſure this can- 


- notbut beuneaſie to men. Secozdly, the 


molt viciouſly inclined perſons, who will 


rot practiſe, yet are forced for their inte- | 
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reſt toſpretend Vertue, and uſually indeed 
become' greater Zealots than thoſe who 
are really vertuous : But this cannot but 
be exceedingly troubleſom to them, it 
being againſt their mclinations, and con- 
tradictory. to the internal ſentiments of 
their mindes. And beſides, at what pains 
are they to make other men believe that 
they are real in what they onely pretend ? 
Thirdly, Viceis very perplexing and diffi- 
cult, 'ypon the account that it requires 
hard, if not impoſlible performances: . the 
Covetous minde 1s prompted to attempt 
many difficulties to obtain what it craves; 

and after all is.diſappointed. Nay, in- 
deed,  Covetouſnelſs is a vice fo uneaſie 
and troubleſome, that it propoſeth what 
can never be acquired: for after it hath 
got what is deſigned, it is reſtleſs, and as 
ready to ſay Give, give, as ever. But 
Laſtly, ' that which contributes moſt to 
render Vice uneafie, are thoſe after-pangs 
of Conſcience which fill the Soul with 
horrour and amazement; the conſciouſneſs 
of guilt ſtings and torments1it, and makes 
the finner a cerrour to himſelf, *Tis im- 
poſlible either to gag or corrupt Con- 
ſcience, that itſhall never give any check. 
But now how quieting and (olacing is 
Vertue? no man ever yet complained that 
terrours 
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terrours hannted him for living bolily. 
O-how do the thoughts of a vertnouslife 
refreſh men in the .midſt of: greateſt dan- 
gers2 Let us go to ſinners on their death- 
bed; and then we ſhall finde this truth 
preached to the fall ; an evidence valid 
enough to condemn fin as the uneaſfieſt 
thing imaginable. 

And thus we have ſeen how many dif: 
ficulties attend fin, , both before,. and after 
it is committed; ' And now what reaſon 
can any man alleadge for the pretended 
eaſineſs of fin? I confeſs, I know not. 
any thing, except it be c»ſ?oz, that can 
be-pertinently-adduced;s but how weak 
is this Plea ? for,although Cuſtom, which 
is a ſecond nature, way contribute very 
much: to ſtupifie. the Judgment, - and 
harden | the Conſcience, and ſo conſe- | 
quently make Vice the more eaſiez yet 
we:can hardly ſuppoſe that ever Humane 
nature\will fo far aſſimilate the nature of 
mere Animals, as to be deprived of Rea- 
ſon and Conſcience: And ſure, ſo long 
as any of theſe remain, Vice muſt necds 
meet with oppoſition. But Secondly, if 
men will compare the eafineſs of Vertue 

and Vice, they muſt put them in equal 
circumſtances: and then I doubt not bat 
Vice ſhall ſtand condemned, as the great 
troubler 
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troubler of peace and quietneſs, For ins 1 
ſtance, let us ſuppoſe that a man 1s ac- 
cuſtomed to a holy life, and 18 habituateto ; 
live ſoberly, righteoully, and godly in: 
this caſe, let'any man make but the expe=. 
riment, and-I am ſure he ſhall ingenu-: 
ouſly acknowledge, that a good life: af-. 
fords more tranquillity and peace, thaw 
Vice dares lay claim to. 

And yet, I know notby what bad kick; 
Holineſs has been repreſented as oppoſite 
to mens preſent welfare, and hurtful to 

.their peace and rranquillity. How groutnid- 
leſs this prejudice 1s, I have already en- 
deavoured to ſhew.” 1- ſhall therefore 
now onely in a few words make it plain; 
that Holineſs is the moſt effetual method 
that can be taken, to exale the» /publick 
peace and happineſ of a Nation.”-/And 
Secondly, that it infinitely conduceth.qo | 
the happineſs, peace, and tranquillity. of 
particular perſons; and that nothing'is fo 
1nconfiſtent with, and hurtful to both, ;as 
Flop EL 
How much Rolineſs tends to the ad- 
vancement of publick peace 1n a King- 
dom and Nation, appears very plainly 
from the Wiſe mans obſervation, Prov. 
14.34. Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation 3 


but ſin is the reproach of «ny people, And 
the 
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tings amongit you? are they not henee,'«- 


-brn rat yoay ladts tha wir ie your wem- 
EA ; 16:nmatande :twe#2riht Gorrapted | 
- their ways nend3 degetiert 
F3(idrpuricypohow peactable and hap- 
pf\ha&illumanerſocietics been 2 but 10 
-a&biz lapſed Rates: Ambition ,'- Pride,” and 
-Injufticevatt theirreragical-parts, and ſo 
5tend ta therdeſtruction of -humaneſocie-. 
ties, that:if there 1d not remain ſome 


Rted:from their 


ſparks and; remainders of Religion, tis 


-not poſlible that humane fociety could 
{evite an- utter ruine. Aud he that well 
 poaders the-ſettled' courſe of divine Pro- 
-vidence, ſhall-eafily aſſeat; that in all A- 


ges Righteouſneſs and Vertue have been 


rewarded: with a temporal tranquility 


and happinefs;.and that 'f#uitful lands 
have beerturned into betrenneſs, for the 


wickedneſs. of them that dwell thereit. 


And indeed-/tis very reaſonable to- think 
that the divine Juſtice willreward a righ- 


-teous Nation, and punifh''a rebellious 
\ People.. . 'Tis true', he-may defer- his 
« Judgements for. a while, yet his-Juftice 
Will nat always give place: to mercy and 


forbearance 3 but a Nation that conti- | 
M nueth | 
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ance and again ſhewed,:thatithere canbe 
no inward. tranquillity and: peace; whete 
of God, whiah/abave all things:are n '* | 
ſweet, are notwithſtanding-troubleſome 


to i wicked; amen. |: ;But :becariſe Hurhaudf - 
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ways are ways of Pleaſantnef,, and all her 
paths peace + That Godlinefs is great gain, 
b- Paving the promiſes of the life that now 
ih 3, as well as of that which is to come. 
jel And indeed, any man, who conſiders the 
sf nature'.and reaſon'of the thing, cannot - 
j;8 but be inclined to think it muſt be fo : 
For how can that man be expoſed to trou- 
ble and difquietmeat, who hath gotten 
the maſtery over his Paſſions ?:And I dare 
appeal' to the' ſinners own experience, 
whether vices have not been prejudicial 
to his health, .macerated his Body, and 
filled him with tortures and pains ? whe- 
wi cher ſome fins. have.not brought him to 
ol poverty and diſgrace, ruined both his e- 
nl ſtate'and fame? Can any man produce 
ue -any good effect that ever fin cauſed? lure, 
2 if men would ſpeak impartially, they 
408] ſhould acknowledge all this to be true. 
ta That there is a great deal of more plea- 
ul (ure inthe, ways of Holineſs than 10 the. 
commiſſion of ſin, ( which is the fourth 
thing propoſed to be conſidered ) needs 
not puzzle any manto prove it. How de- 
lightful are all aQs of Piety and Ver- 
tue? how unexpreſlible is that comfort 
that the devout Soul findes in converſing 
m with God? Well might the Pſalmiſt fay. 
_ Light is ſows for the righteows,” and glad- 
£ M 2 neſs 
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neſs for the upright in heart, Plal. 97. 11. 
he often experienced that ſweetneſs and 
fatisfation that is the-reſult of obedience z 
whileas Solomon, who could paſs the beſt 
verdict of ſenſual pleaſures, yet concludes 
them to be but vanity and vexation of 
ſpirit. 

There be two things that allay the plea- 
ſures of fin: Firſt, the unrolineſs of im- 
moderate paſſions, which fret and-vex the 
mindes of men, and hinder the {inner 
from taſting its pleaſure. Secondly, the 
fear of an inviſible being, armed to pu- 
niſh them for their miſdemeanors : Con- 
ſcience, upon the apprehenſion of guilt, 
recoils upon the ſinner, and mars all the 
pleaſure he promiſed himſelf to enjoy : 
This made Belſhazzer, a King, and envi- 
roned with his Nobles,tremble and quake 
in the midſt of his cups. But ſuppoſing 
vices did bring as much' pleaſure along 


with them as they pretend, yet upon two/ 


accounts they are not half ſo delicious 
as the pleaſures that ſpring from a good 
life. Firſt, the pleaſures of (in are (0 
interrupted, of a ſhort duration, or, as 
the Apoitle expreſſeth them, they are but 
for a ſeajon ; how quickly will a period 


be put to all theſe pleaſures, which now 


make ſo much noiſe? They are very fitly 
| | compared 
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. compared by Solomon, to the crackling of 
thorns under a pot, which are ſcarce ſoo- 
ner in a blaze, than they vaniſh ; but the 
joys that ſpring from a good converſa- 
tion, are at their loweſt ebb here : they 
do' indeed continue, for 70 man taketh 
away this joy; but Heaven is the deſigned 
place for the good Soul to feed upon 
thoſe Rivers of pleaſures that are at God's 
right hand for evermore. Secondly, ſen- 
2 ſual pleaſures do ſoon cloy mens appe- 
- | tites : we cannot enjoy Jong any ſenſual 
" | delight, but weare quickly weary of it: 
- | but it is not ſo with ſpiritual delights 
» | 'c15 onelfy the abſence of them, when fu- 
ſpended for our ſins, that troubles and 
moleſts us. *Tis impoſlible that ſenſual 
pleaſures can ſatisfie the ſoul of man, 
which was never framed for a Mahome- 
tan Paradiſe ; nor can it be rationally ex- 
peed, that he who is conſcious to him- 
felf of guilt, ſhould be fee from fear ; 
which being ſo tormenting, . can never 
permit men to enjoy pleaſure freely. 

But let us deſcend to ſenſual pleaſures, 
and we ſhall finde, that he who is tempe- 
rate and moderate, 1s more likely to re- 
liſh the pleaſantneſs of Meat, Drink, and 
Paſtime, than the intemperate and immo- 
dexate. He who relieves the Poor, and | 
M3 refreſh- 
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retreiheth the Needy, cannot but finide 
more real ſweetne(s and fatifation in do- - 
ing ſo, than he who drinks away his E- 
ſtate. He who ſpeaks the truth, findes 
not thoſe tormenting checks of Conlci- 
ence which ate the juſtreward of lying, 
But all this will more plainly appear, by 
the Solution of the next Objefion. 

The fecondImputarion is brotight from 
Experience; namely, that wicked men" 
are for ordinary very joviaÞ and' cheerful, 
and enjoy a'great deal of fatisfacton in 
their ways; whereas nien who pretend 
to Piety and Holineſs, are very fad and 
diſconſolate. | pe 

To this | anſwer; That the Queſtion is 
not, whether wicked ren have ſome plea- 
fare 1n their fins, or not? butt, whether 
that pleaſure that arifeth' from a' good 
life, benot infimitely preferable to'thelſe }' 
Alas ! the moſt promiſing ſenſual plea-' 
ſure ( ſuppoſiny'it go be lawful ) i8 much 
inferiour to the ſatisfa@ion and comfort 
that ſprings from a good Conſcience. How 
much more inconfiderable muſt finful plea- 
ſures be, which are attended with ſo black 
and diſmal conſequences? Indignation and - 
wrath, tribulation and anguiſh upon every 
| foul of man that doth evil. Sinful plea- 
ſures are at the beſt bat ſhort 5 and ſure 
: this 
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cRjPRings is thepetafublaerniny thatcſaes 
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| --o forever thasl the wicked may appear 
ow and}: 69gITy ct ther: ingrard 
thayghts Gif, we-coul Dy nn) 
4909 gaot beat quiet;and;&aft =)Whateve 
pleaſure: they. may: reap itherpreſertiag, 
| they, .canagt ;afterwardi.Jook2idve 
hepa YE: Withautbortoutjand:athaze 
ment,:.Fhe aiterſtingeofc Ga are fo pain. 
ba, tha he huys choſe, preſent: pledfurts 
f.A.xate no reaſonable 4348 would PUD- 
chaſe them. SOIT TEST ELITES: 
.l > Ew#;that wicked: men:aannct reallycen- 
| joy 2a; pleaſure, and: contentiheht they 
pretend tpyfcems very plata from Reaſon 
Fe fff :\Hopw. can arty man be' fatished 
with thole. actions which ate \fo croſs46 
his ;very nature; and oppoſite-tb: Reafon, 
as. &very .l1a.i6 21. Can, a: mam finde plew- 
fare; im doing: that which»he knows be 
we act: db2; ſure the: homes 
Coaſcienes, upan the appdehecifiba " 
Feb? amil9i wildoomirafebht ay pled. 
(wie rhat; Go affords; -abd adick mammay 
Wore. Hagonally expe& ralt ,Xthravhblt 
MERP (calure and contentment, Secord- 
M 4 ly, 


thre i 
values But! that: which 
and mob worth che 


[to'CoAET pa rar 
5s eachabs kale #dlghres of fools grit 
mad aneny them wreal-pleaſure;” that ſuck 
w#bican pronendico.''!Now'every (inte? 
quite ruines his intereſt and- Happinee 
white: he 'rubneth» hea#lorig to deſtru- 


Gtinng! and for a>preſentipleaſute, which 


isomtly:grateful to the: _ appetite; 
lotmh thoſe lating Rivers bf-pleafate;, 
which,thoughfuture, areFet ceftain; aff 
whbichare calculated 'for the Soul. 'Thi#2: 
iy; What pleature can any /otan enjoy; 
awho © ſure toibe eternally tormented? 
As: there; is: 220 peace, o tio'plealure to Be 
wicked,whoareat oddes wittfGod ; whoſe 
favour is better than life. 

[But what reafon have good men to' be 


ad and diſconſotate,' ſitice'all the cauſes - 


of grief are removed fron them > Eight 
# ſown for the righteous, and gladneſsfor 

the upright in heart ; ſothat the Apoltte 
had good reaſon to double that Exhorth- 
tion, Rejoyce.in the Lord, again Iſay re- 
Jaye. O haw: Garisfying' and'pleaſfant'ls 
4t:for mean to af reaſonably, and to be'3F 


ſuced that they have done their duty, ind 


have .aQted:for:their own intereſt ! Oirr 
rejaxcing #-thisj (faith the Apoſtle) the 
ſrimony uf, our. ————_— es in ab 

6 09050575:  Pmplicity 
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ICIny and. gedly ſincerity we have bad 
py oa intbe world. 


Pp 


\Fure ther if Was. never..any man who: 


het trouble for, living holily, there be- 

gg.0o reaſon why any ſhould : 'Tis true; 
grad, men maybe of a melancholy diſpo- 
Hoh, and naturally inclined to adoefs; 


bur this can; be-no_refletion on Holineſs, 
as if it were the. cauſe of that melan- 
choly temper :_ nay, the beſt of men have 
their ownTailings, and no wender though 


theſe breed ſome trouble. and diſquiet : 


ve this 1s not to be diſconſolate for be-: 


ing good, but for doing evil. And in- 
deed, I may adde,that the great abomina- 


tions 3 and profanity, the contempt of Re-. 
ligiog, and. diſhpnour that i 1s done toGod: 


that abounds, may very rationally make 


good men with the Pſalmiſt ſay, Rivers : 


of tears ryn down my eyes, becauſe men 
obſerve not thy Law. | | 
, And thus has Iimputation caſt upon 
Holineſs, is eaſily wip'd off. | Grief and 
ſadneſs are_not the effe& of a gaod life ; 


but of an 1mpe rfet obedience : And: 


| {th our figs all for mourning and fa- 
ſing, | it were a piece of madneſs for men 
javial and merry, and entertain 
hemnſel ve: with thoſe decentfal melodies, 


which will end iz weeping and gnaſbing | 
af feeth, © And 


—_— "—_— _—_ _— 
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act: - yer the ſortoW Br tvhe! ih "Y 


men is not ſo \obvibtty\&f 6 = 
as it/1s'to'hitn who is tee 5 Per o Phe 
heart '1t 1s rather the ah of th for-. 
mal Peniteat}: and hy po! ficat \Profltr8t 
than' the charatter of ES, s,"to 
dis frewre' their ucts) if 
rriaarhet A p96 br —_ thy r: BY A 
with Deoid, 4 np ret, Yad' 
he: appeats' oY publicle A. ; his BRe. ©, 
than with thole Hy f whom 
1{4iah fpeaks, who on HW Fhei?, i Bee 
[the 4 bul-3uſhi\Whio' have eDoſe F Rs 
rather than Drboeh2, wn 4 ET, 

- The next-itiptcarionc c pl «Hole 
ned is, that iris bit'a pi Fit 50 
3, and a vain; Jeitio' Wy s 

Anſc 1 am heartily ſorry that te whe 
ſal deluge'of- Impiety ts {4 make good 
men” ſay as onee\ EVYZab A! in NS 


cafe, IT am onely left : ” tb [7 "ridmber of 


good men; compared oo vaſt mille 


titude and Armies of trab{fteſfors, m ma | , 
thein'to be eſteemed finfdldÞSnd 'precile 3 : 


and brings uponthemn th e*wriath and | 75 
ry of ungodly faers, Beef they w 

ot" rin with thews to the 7 FE tp af. 
riot, and” wallow in the res As  they_do., 
Bur truely this charge is not more at - 
nat; than if company of mien ay 


_ ww an\.1 4y A 1. A. |} 
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call one 2 ſin gular fool, becauſe he does 
not comply with them 1n all their extra- 
h do really rather 

require pity and compaſſion than imita- 
tion, 
7 doubt not but Sin 
caſes is a very intolerable, temper, and 
unbecoming any man, who pretends, wit- 
dom: but yet, if it be unjyerſally. con- 
demneEd, and in no cale admitted as rea- 
ſonable, I don't ſee but. the charge will 
rebound upon the (inner, who inthis de- 
generate age thinks the worſe-of him- 
ſelf; if he exceed not others in wicked- 


C 


kak 4 oth 


: But 


zularity jo ſome | 
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But this cavil is ſo inſignificant and fil- 
ly, that I need not enlarge. Sure, fince 
Holineſs is the, peculiar. excellency and 


noble embelliſhment of Humane nature; 


fince it 1s ſo venerable and lovely, and of 
all perfe&ions the moſt excellent ; he muſt 
be degenerate to the brutal nature, who 


condemns Singularity in Holineſs; for this | 
is in truth a condemaing a man becauſe 


he is wore exceDent than his neighbour, as 
the righteous 1s faid to be in Scripture. 
The laſt heavy Charge is ,that it isfolly 
and madneſs for 'men to quit with their 
preſent pleaſures, and expoſe themſelves 


to grievous troubles, for a future reward. 
which is uncertain, and which no body e- | 


ver ſaw. To this [ Anſwer,Firlt,i itisapreat 


miſtake to think that Rolineſs expoſeth_ 


men to relinquiſh temporal and ſenſual 
pleaſures; there being no men in the 
world ſo qualified to experiment the 
ſweetneſs of theſe, none who live in ſo 
happy and flouriſhing condition, who 
are more healthful, and enjoy a greater 
meaſure of peace and quietneſs,than good 
men. The onely inconveniency they are 


expoſed to; is affliction upon the account _ 


of Religion ; which when Chriſtianity 


did commence, was no rare thing, but - 


now 1s not fo ordinaty. But ſuppoſing 
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good men were expoſed to greater affli- 
ions than other men, yet'there is a'great 
deal of ſatisfaftion inſubmittingto'them; 
ſince they are but | light 2ffliGions, and 
momentary t00,' whith work, for #4 a' far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glo- 
r5. Theſe/fmall (evils are' rather tobe 
endured, than laſting pains and torments. 
Sure, Of two evils, the leaſt is tobe cho- 
ſen. ETSY 
Secondly, Although the reward of Ho- 
linefs be future, yet'tis not uncertain.' We 
have as-great aſſurance that there will be 
' a reward for the Righteous 'in another 
world, as the nature of the thing is capa- 
bleof : and: fure he is an unwiſe man'that 
alks any other demonſtration or proof. 
Now that there is a reward laid up for 
pood:men, which though unſeen, is yet 
as certain as if it were obvious to ſenſe, 
we have the greateſt rational evidence, 
and the beſt moral arguments to confirm 
it. For fri?, iftherebea God ; Second- 
ly, if the Scriptures be the Word of God, 
then there 1s not any thing more certain, 
than that there is a ſtate of rewards and 
puniſhments after this life. Fzrſ#, if there 
| be a God, then we can have no reaſona- 
ble ſcruple about the future reward : for 
ſince.God iis holy and juſt - 
entia 
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ſentzal40 aDeity.): then certainly he will, 
a5, hg Ro Governor : af: the: World; 
reward, Vertue:s.andpunithiVice. - But 
this dath .ngt. elways:allwit fo: here ; 
thergtaret isteaſ@nable taconglude, that 
hehath reſerved che wicked nll that great 
day.,ot; wrath-;:;and prepared; a:ireward 
forthe xzighteaus.. Secondly,-if the Scri- | 
pture bethe Word, of God, then he who 
runs may read this truth. (7 
#*e þavetben the:greateft .maral. aflu- 
ravce ;Pollthle, thatithere is a: future re: 
ward 5, which:may-fufficiently encourage 
men to: hazard alli they enjoy bere, for 
the expectation:of ate: But I ſhall onely 
luppdſethat thefaururerewardiis:paſhble ; 
( whigh I think;ftew will deny , ar can 
prove it to be impoſſible) yetieven up: 
on this ſuppoſition, good men who! part 
with | the tranſitory : things of this life, 
prove a great deal wiſer than thoſe who 
condemn them : For af there be no life 
after this, all the:los a good man ſuffers, 
15 that of temporal conveniency; he hath 
denjed himfelf the enjoyment of Ienſual 
pleaſures, ſo faras he. judgeth them fin-. 
tul; he is not ſo intemperate as other 
men, and perhaps is expoſed to ſome ha- 
zards for his Religion; at_the moſt, ab 
that he is to hazard is but very ſmall. 
But 
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-But-if-there- be a-furnre-reward; 1 mum 
a diſmal tate are the wicked, xo ſhall 

1 >be. | 4t, and be 

plunged inf int Ga 2 "of Mm 

ſting od yer tormepts ? - 
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reward, and know certainly, _ the 


righteous Wu ſhine orth as the ſt the 
plans "ih e bf ber, "0 bh t the 
| hi atkcr darkne ; 
: is it to be ca 
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' | quently terize the finger a Fool, 2 
) repreſents him'as' Ns lacketh G0 
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$f andin + 57 "And indeed, w e may TIT. 
his 


'ty fay, #heir way is thei folly; their 
Fooliſh choice proclaims, that thoſe 7 wor - 


| -/ kers of iniquity have 0 kromledge 
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E as now FE Las the Excellobey 
agd Beauty of Helineb, have:di(- 
_ covered the' abſolute. Perfettion , afies 
 Nature,agd the Compleatpeſs of its Ray; 
| have taken a_view of its Alluremengs 
and powerful Motives, . and have diſeo- 
votes the weakneſs of thoſe Cavils that 
are urged againſt j it: and what remains, || 
but that we ſet about this work with the | 
greateſt ſeriouſneſs imaginable ; that we 
give no ſleep to onr eges, nor ſiumber $0 or 
ege-lids, till we forſake our (ins, and en- 
ter upon a courſe of Holineſs ? | | 
If God had impoſed upon us a heavy || ' 
- and intolerable yoak; if he had com- |} 
manded us to perform ſome grievous and || 7 
uneaſie ſervice, had we not been obliged }| | 
to -have obeyed ? But ſince he oneiy\|| ! 
commands us to waſh and, be clean, te- || ' 
quires onely our conſent to what is ſo | . 
: 
I 
q 


much our own intereſt, onely exads that 
we ſeparate our ſelves from thoſe luſts 
that pollute and defile us, that vex and 
torment 
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torments our mindes, and which (if 
continued 1n ) will certainly ruine and 
nndo us; what fools and mad-men are we 
if werefoſe to hear his voice? _ 
Almighty God has been drawing us 
with the Cords of Love; has preſented 
to us the moſt charming motives to ex- 
cite our love and eſteem ; has carried us 
( as it were) to the Pinacle of the Tem- 
; | ple, and diſcovered to us al/ the glory 
and beanty of this world; has taken us 
; | toPz/zab, and given us a view of the good 
Land of Canaan, of the City of the 1:- 
ving God, of which glorious things are 
| ſpoken; and promiſed, that a#heſe things 
| ſhall be onrs, if we will but be holy in 
| <UL manner of converſation And to ex- 
| cite our fear, he has opened to our view, 
- | the powers of the world to come; has 
plainly told us of the pains and torments 
7 | that the damned ſuffer day and night, 
- | and that i»dignation and wrath, tribula- 
1 | tion and anguiſh, remains as the due por- 
1 | tionof thoſe that doevil. And now may 
y he not take up that ſame, proteſtation 
- | that he uſed to his ancient People the 
» | Jews 5 What more can Ido for you? But 
t | alas! we havein the moſt infolent man- 
gs | ner deſpiſed all theſe charms of Love, 
and, like the-mad-man in the Gofpel, have 
N broken 
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broken to. pieces the ſtrongeſt Fetters | 
and Chains. Woe are, God knows, as 
deeply ſunk 1nto ſenſuality and bruitiſh- 
neſs, as thoſe to whom 7the Grace of God 
that bringeth ſalvation hath never ap- 
peared. 'Tis not credible, (T may fay 
poſſible) that men could have been more 
wicked than they now are, ſuppoſing 
they had never heard of Heaven or 
Hell. 

'Tis a wonder (as any one would think) 
that thoſe very men who profeſs they be- 
lieve ia Chriſt, ſhould: fo groſly and o- 
peznly contradict his plain Precepts z that 
thoſe who believe, that without holineſs 
0 mau ſhall ſee the Lord, and that the 
wrath of God 3s revealed from Heaven 
againſt all ungoalineſs, yet perſilt 1a their 
abominable wickedneſs, and are neither 
awed with fears, nor animated with 
hopes. What is all this, but for men to 
expoſe themſelves to the contem pt rather 
than pity of diſcerning men ? 

IFe have ſurveyed the ſeveral advan- 
tages which attend Holineſs ; have dif 
covered how mach mans temporal as 
well as his eternal welfare and happineſs 
depends upon it : We have explained 


how in her right hand is length of days, 


and in in left hand are riches and ha: 
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nour + that her Ways are ways of pled- 
ſantneſs, and all her paths peace. And 
now \may we not give the ſame teſtimo- 
ny of it which Joſhua and Caleb did of 
 Canaana,Numb.14.The land which we paſ- 
ſed through to ſearch,it is an exceeding good 
land 2 The Sons of 44k (1 mean the 
pretended difficulties) are not ſo ſtrong 
as ſome men repreſent them to be ;, we 
need not be diſcouraged to encounter 
with them ; greater 7s he that 3s in you ; 
than he that is in the world, Alas! what 
Objection can men poſhibly make agaicſt 
a Duty that is fo excellent, uſeful, and 
neceſſary, that 1s founded upon ſuch 
mighty "motives, as may prevail with any 


who is not quite petrified in deſperate 

+ 8 Impiety ? Good God ! what ſtupid folly 

1s this, that men hide their hands in their 

boſom, and will not fo much as ſtretch 

? them out to this free of Life, "that they 

. may eat of this fruit, which is pleaſant 
to the eye, and profitable both to our pre: 

© | fent and future happineſs. 

- 'Tzx 1adeed pity, that men ſhould be 

: thus permitted to run headlong to deſtru- 


cton., Alas! is perdition fo lovely and 
d deſirable, that, like Rachel, a double ſer- 
vitude 1s' thought light for it £ and ſhall 
. wife and diſcerning men be AE 
N 2 O 
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of the bad bargain thoſe men make, and 
not warn them of their folly? I know 
this is a duty chiefly incumbent to our 
ſpirituzl Watchmen to diſcharge ; I doubt 
not but many of them {tand' upon their 
watch, and warn men of [their danger. ' 
It were to be wiſhed that all and every 
of them were thus faithful; but ſure e- 
very man 1s in ſome manner concerned 
to be his brothers keeper 5 and he 1s high- 
ly criminal, who ſhould fee a mad man_ 
running upon danger, and not ſtop him 
1n his courſe. 

I wiſh (ome new-coined DoGrines had 
not an inauſpicious influence upon the 
bad practices of many, had not too much 
countenancedand authorized vice:but my 
preſent deſigne is ſofar from controverſial, 
that [ ſhall rather think my felt concer- 
ned to tnveigh againlt needlefs diſputes, 
than ſtart any. If I may ſpezk from my 
own experience, l[ ingenuouſly confeſs, 
I finde Diſputes ſo 1nlipid and fruitleſs, 
and 1n the review fo unfatisfaGory, that 
I am reſolved henceforth to bid an eter- 
nal adicu to them, and to condema them 
as the great underminers of Chriſtian 
Piety: And if any ſhall after this fair 
warning aſſault any DoG@rine [ have elfe- 
where owned, I hope diſcerning men 
will 
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will neither eſteem me nor the Cauſe 
the worſe, that draw not my Sword in 
its defence. 

And now what ſhall I ſay more, but 
conclude with Moſes's paſſtonate Exhor- 
tation, Dext. 32. 46. Set your hearts to 
the words which T teſtifie to you this day: 
for it is not a vain thing, becauſe it is 
your life. Let us no longer delay and 
put off this duty ; while it is called to 
day, let ws not harden our hearts through 
the deceitfulneſs of ſin; bat ends 
ſearch and try our ways, and turn to the 
Lord : this 1s the proper ſeaſon for (o 
neceſſary a work; ere long, there will be 
no time left us to conſider our ways? 
O that in this our day we did underſtand 
the things that belong to our peace, before 
they be hid from our eyes ! If men would 
but be induced to imitate the Pl]miſts 
Example, Pſal. 119.59. I thought on wy 
ways, I doubt not but they ſhould alſo 
imitate the courſe he did rake, 7 made 
haſte and dz:layed not to keep thy COM* 
mandments; But men confider not 
what they are doing, and fo no won- 
der though they periſh, no wonder that 
they preter darkne(s to light, and de- 
{piſe Holineſs as a thing of no vale. 
Let us therefore humbly and heartily 
KN! 2 | in- 
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invoke the Fathei of Lights to open the 
Eyes of men, whom the God of this 
world hith blinded, that they may flee 
rom the wreth to come, by cleanſing them- ' 
ſelves from all filthineſs of the fleſh and 
ſpirit, perfeFing holineſs in the fear of 
God. 
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Holy Devotions : 
OR, A 


COLLECTION: 


PRAYERS 


AND 
THANKSGIVINGS, 


Fitted to the main uſes of a 


— Life. 


PHILIP. 4. 6. 


Be careful for nothing . but in every thing by | 
Prayer and $ application, with thankegiving, let 
| 


your requeſts be made kaywn unto God, 
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HOLY DEVOTIONS: 


OR, A 


| Collection of Prayers. 


A Prayer for Families on the Lords day 
in the Morning. 


Moſt holy and eternally bleſ- 
ſed, The heavens and the hea- 
ven of heavens is thine, the 
earth alſo, with all thatthere- 
| in 3s, Thou art everywhere, 
and canſt not be excluded fromany place ; 


but art preſent to the greateſt ſecrets of 


our Souls, and ſeeſt the cloſeſt and moſt 
retired thoughts of our Hearts. Thou 
knowelſt very well with what deſigns 
and Aﬀections we now bow our ſelves 
before thee, and canſt not be deceived 
by any words that we are able to ſpeak 
11. thy praiſe, whilſt our Hearts are far 
from thy fear and love. 

_ Behold, O Lord, our Hearts are full 
with defires to be poſleſſed with a migh- 
ty reverend ſenſe of thee, and all the 
benefits thou haſt beſtowed on us; and 
be lifted up to Heaven in Love to thee, 
and 
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_ arid Joy 1n thee, whilſt we bleſs and | 


praiſe thee, and peak good of thy Name. 

We here remember with all humility 
and thankfulneſs that thou art our Cre- 

ator, and acknowledge thy care and 
providence over thy antient People , 

in bleſſing and Sanctifying a day, where: 
in thou thy ſelf reſtedſt from thy works, 
that they might ceaſe from all other 
employments , and admire thy wonder- 
ful works, exto] thy Power, blets thy 
Goodneſs , and be aſtoniſhed 'at thy 
Wiſdom, in making, preſerving, adorn- 
ing and governing this excellent frame 
of the World. - The Heavens declare thy 
glory, O Gad, and the Firmament ſheweth 
thy handy-work, The Sun, the Moon, 
and all the Hoſt of Heaven, proclaim the 
greatneſs and ſplendour of thy Majeſty : 


' The whole Earth is full of thy rich good: 


neſs, ſo is the great and wide Sea, where- 
in are things moving innumerable, both 
ſmall and great living Creatures. There 
1s nothing but what ſpeaks of thee; 
and above all, the Children of men, 
whom thou haſt wonderfully made, 
curioully wrought, and impreſſed with 
thy own Image; that they might under- 
{tz14 thee, and love thee, in ail, and 
above all things. 
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The variety, the order, the ftedfaſt- 
neſs of all thy works in this great World, 
abundantly utter thy adorable perfe&ti- 
ons. But thou, O Lord, by thy good- 
neſs in giving thy Son for us, and then 
raiting him up from the Dead, and ſet- 


' "ting him at thy right hand, haſt given 


us new matter of ' wonder and praiſe; 
and conſecrated a better reſt,and holy day 
of rejoycing: wherein we ſhould be- 
hold the glories of another World, and 
have before our Eyes the happineſs thou 
1ntendeſt for us there, together with 
all the excellent means which lead unto. 
it. Thou giveſt us occaſion not onely 
to refle& upon all the good things thou 
haſt provided for our bodies; ( which 
we can never acknowledge enough, the 
ery Health and Eaſe of one day deſer- 
ah the thankfuJneſs of many ) but we 
muſt alſo remember, that we are thy 
redeemed ones, and that thou haſt done 
great things for our Souls 1a thy Son 
* Jeſus, who 1s entred into the Heavens 
tor us, and gone to prepare a reſting 
place for all thoſe that follow him. This 
exceeding niches of thy grace infinitely 


| ſurpaſſes all our acknowledgments ; fince 


all "ke praiſes we are , able to render 


thee, are lels than is due for thy tempo- 
ral bleſiia $LED : » To 


ts 
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To this Love we owe the knowledge 
of thee, the true and onely God; our 
freedom from Idolatry,' and a vain Con: 
verſationz the true principles of Holy 
living; the benefit of repentance; the 
promiſe of a pardon; the aſſiſtance of 
thy Holy Spirit; the miniſtry of thy 
Angels ; the hope of immortal Life ; 
and the pledges our Lord hath left us of 
his endleſs love. To this we owe thy 
forbearance 1a the days of our ignorance, 
thy unwearied patience towards us in 
a continued Rebellion, and thy earneſt 
iatreaties of us,when we were paſſtonate- 
ly beat upon our own deſtruction. Thou 
haſt ſent us, 1a much love, many Holy In- 
ſtructors and Guides to bleſledneſs ; we 
have had the benefit of ſundry Pious Ser- 
mons, good Examples, holy Admonaiti- 
ons, and ſerious Councels, of the Power 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and divers reſtraints of 
Fear, and Shame, and Love ; and thou 
ſtill purſueſt us with thy merciful kind- 
neſs, and beſeecheſt us to attend to thy 
gracious invitations, and receive thy bleſ- 
ſings, aad make thee our choice, and be 
Eternally happy 1n thy divine favor and 
likeneſs, What ſhall we render to the 
Lord for all his benefits towards us ? 

O help us to manifeſt our real and un- 
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feigned deſires to make ſome worthy re-- 
turns to thee, by our careful improve- 
ment of the Holy opportunity which thou 
this day putteſt into our hands. 

O that our mindes may be more en- 
lightened to underſtand the Truth as it 
is in Jeſus ; that our wills may be more 
ſtedfaſtly reſolved to cleave unto itz that 
our Afﬀections may be excited to a ſtron- 
ger and more ardent Love to thee, and a 
greater delight in thee; and all the pow- 


ers of our Souls diſpoſed to ſerve thee at 


all other times, more cheerfully and rea- 
dity, 1n all the Duties of Piety, Sober- 
nefs, Righteouſneſs, and Mercy. So that 
every day may become an Holy reſt to 
the Lord, by ceaſing to do Evil, and con- 
ſtantly doing well; that we may Glort- 
fie thee throughout owe whole life, in 
all our ations ſhewing forth thy praiſe, 
who haſt called #5 out of Darkneſs into 
thy marvelloxs Light. Andenlighten,good 
Lord, the whole World with the beams 
of thy Glorious Goſpel, and diſpoſe the 
Hearts of all Chriſtian People, among 
whom the Son of righteouſneſs hath ſhone 
ſo long, to walk as Children of the Light: 
that ſo they may offer unto thee this day 
moſt acceptable Sacrifices for themſelves 


and for all mankind 3 and be fitted and 


pre- 
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prepared by ſerving thee in Righteout- 
neſs and true Holineſs here, to ſhine for 
ever in his Heavenly Kingdom , with 
Chriſt Jeſus our Saviour, by whom thou 
haſt given us good hope ia thee, that ' 
thou will hear our Prayers, aad do for 
us above all that we can aſk or- think ; 
which we humbly beg, in thoſe Holy 
words which he hath taught us, ſaying, 

Onr Father, SC. 


Another for the L ords-day at Night. 
() Moſt bleſſed for evermore , the 


Father of mercies, and the' God of 
all comfort. How precious are thy pro- 
miſes to ws-ward:s, how great is the ſum of | 
ther! Thou renewelt thy favours conti- 
nually, and art ſtil] pouring upoa us 1n- 
numerable benefits ; of which, this is hot 
the leaſt, that thou piveſt us leave to 
come into thy Preſence, to call thee Fa- 
ther, and to make known our requeſts 
to thee, by prayer and ſupplication with 
thanksgiviog. We accept, O Lord, with 
all thankfulneſs this thy great Grace and 
Loving kindneſs to us ; and are here a- 
gatn proſtrate before thee this Evening, 


to acknowledge thy goodneſs 1n making 
us 
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us ſuch excellent Creatures, capable to 
know thee, and acknowledge thee, and 
love thee; and by being made like thee, 
to be Eternally happy with thee. 
Bleſſed be thy Name, that we are now 
alive., and that we have lived fo long 
In health, and ſtrength, and peace, and 
plenty of all good things; whereas our 
Eyes might have been conſumed with 
grief, our Bones ſore vexed, and, we 
might have mingled our Drink with con- 
tinual weeping, We are bound unto thee 
for the free uſe of our underſtandings, 
for the good inclinations we find 1a our 
will, for any devour affections which are 
ſtirring 1n our Hearts ; for all the advan- 
tages we have had by our educations, 
good company, and holy Examples : and 
more eſp=cially, for the Illuminations of 
the Holy Ghoſt, by thy bleſſed Golpel 3 
the breathings of it frequently into our 
Spirits; the importunities thou haſt uſed 
to draw us to thee, and the great and 
precious promiſes whereby thy love in 
Chriſt Jelus conſtrains us to reſign our 


"ſelves entirely to the Obedience of thy 


Precepts. 
We ought likwiſe to ade and praiſe 


thee, for thy Goodneſs to all thy Crea- 


tures, who live daily upon thy bounti- 
| ous 
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ous allowance. The eyes of all wait on 
thee, and thon giveſt them their Food in 
 alue ſeaſon; thou diffuſeſt thy bleſſings 
in ſeveral Streams to every one of them, 
according to their needs. That thou giveſt 
them, they gather : thou openeſt thy hand, 
they are filled with good. We give thee 
the Glory of thy plentiful proviſion thou 
haſt made for them : and more particular- 
ly admire thy great liberality to the Chil- 
dren of men, under whoſe Feet thou 
haſt put in ſubjeftion al/ Sheep and Oxen, 
yea, and the Beaſts of the field, the Fowl 
of the Air, and the Fiſh of the Sea, and 
whatſoever paſſeth through the Paths of 
the Waters. O Lord, we praiſe thee for 
thy Goodneſs to thoſe who praiſe thee 
not themſelves. Be thou adored and ac- 
knowledged in thy bounty, which be- 
ſtows ſo many bleſſings unafked and un-. 
ſought, and continues them notwith- 
ſtanding abundance of provocations, and 
moſt high Offeaces that they have given 
to thy mercifu] kindneſs. And let thy 
Goodneſs to thy Church be never for- 
gotten by us, which thou haſt 1n all Ages 
Prote&ed and defended, 1n a marvelous 
manner propagating the Goſpel of our 
Saviour, confounding its oppoſers, and 
ſpreading it by the power of the Holy 
| Ghoſt 
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Ghoſt over the face of the Earth. We 
thank thee for thy ſingular favor to theſe 


Countries: wherein we live, to wham 


theſe glad tydings of Salvation have reach- 
ed , and who have long enjoyed a more 
plorions Iight than many other places, 
and been delivered from the Darkneſs of 
Popiſh ſuperſtition, and from ſundry at- 
tempts that have been made to bereave 
us of this Happineſs : and are again ſetled 
after” many Confuſions in a peaceable en- 
joyment of thy true Religion; - which 
thou haſt alſo continued tous, though we 
have not brought forth Fruit worthy of 


the Goſpel of thy Grace. 


O that all thy undeſerved Goodneſs 
may have this effect upon us, to make 
us heartily love thee, and devoutly WOr- 
ſhip thee, and zealouſly obey thee, and 
ſtedfaltly truſtand hope in thee for ever. 
Thar” by a careful improvement of the 
knowledge of thee our God, and our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, by whom thou haſt g1Uen "hs 
all things that pertain unto life ant] good- 
neſs, we may ſtill enjoy this'ineſtima- 
ble treaſure, and all thy love*to'us may 
at laſt be. finiſhed in thoſe eternal Joys, 
which he hath promiſed to the Faitbfu]. 
And as we have been taught; exhorted 
and encouraged this day out of thy ho- 


ly 
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ly 'word ,, and have likewiſe publickly 
acknowledged : our obligations to, thee, 
' and made profeſſion, of Love. and Gra- 
titnde, and Dutifulneſs to thy Divine 
Majeſty: 'So help us all the Week fol- 
lowing openly to. teltifie the Truth,and 
Honeity- of our Hearts, in all this, by a 
blameleſs converſation; 1a all Humility, 
Meeknels, Temperance Righteouſneſs, 
Charity and Peace,” with all them that 
call on the Lord out of « pure Heart, 
Bleſs: our Soveraign, the defender of 
the Faith we proteſs, and all imploy'd 
under him, in their .ſeveral Offices-: that | . 
they -may be. Inſizuments,of continuing || -: 
tous theſe Holy opportunities, _ with all | :. 
other- good, things that may make theſe 
Kingdoms happy. RR SERIE 7 
. © that all our. friends may be. thine; Þ :. 
and if we have any Enemies, Father, f«:. 
forgive them.: comfart and ſypport the |. 
 -Sick., the Needy, and all other, diſtrefled Þ-.: 
perſons, with . an. immaveable belief of N-: 
thy wile and good Providence ;,.towhich f--. 
give them Grace patiently and obedient-J-.., 
ly to.rclign themſclves.' And when all. 
-our ſenſes this Night. ſhall be, boand up . . 
with tl:ep,be thou, ©. Lord, our, keeper :{:--, 
and after-the refreſhment of that repoſe, Þ--- 
and this Holy reſt from our Labours,f. f 
raile 
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.Faiſe us 4n'the Morning: to return unto 
"them - with cheerfol -minds, and ready 
Will ; /Praiſtng (till and Magnifying thy 
-multiphed Mercies to us in Chriſt Jeſus, 
by whom we- preſent our ſelves and peti- 

' tians to: thee, - ſaying farther as he hath 

- --tavghtus. Our Father, &c. 


hl 


A Prayer for a Family on any Morni ng. 


Wo -Moſt holy , moſt glorious,.. and e- 
*: 'ternal Lord: God ;. we. thy poor 
--and-unworthy Servants, inall humility of 
'-SouFand Body,- and unfeigned acknow- 
--tedgements-of our duty ,- proſtrate our 
” ſelves: before- the- throne of thy. Mercy, 
--praiſtng &magaifying thy Fatherly good- 
--nefsfor the abundance of thy bleſſings, and 
-fors the multizude of thy: Mercies heap- 
--<d upon us beſeeching thee. for Chrilt 
'-+his ſake; - to- be merciful. to all our ſins 
-- committed againſt thy Divine Majeſtic 3 
"pon: the conſideration. of which, we 
-*cotifels-we :are not worthy to appear 1a 
"- thy preſence, much leſs to aſk a blc{ling 
' at thy hands: for, by reaſon of our cor- 
'-rapt' Nature in us; derived from our 
firſt Parents, our inclinations have been 
F -proge to commit all manner of.. fin and 
| O 2 wick- 
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wickedurk againſt thy Goognels. \Thy 
Laws and Precepts we have broken, both 
1a thought, word, and'deed; out of our 
hearts pfoceed evil and wicked imagi- 
nations which defile the foul and body. 
Yet, O Lord, thou art our. Creator, x 
haſt ſent thy: dear Son Jeſas Chriſt to die 
for us, and thy Holy Spirit to ſanQifie 
us 3 and many are the benefits and bleſ- 
fiags which thou haſt beitowed upon 
us, and which by thy goodneſs we en- 
joy both of ſoul and body ; and there- 
fore by the Teſtimony of our own Gon- 
ſciences, we (tand convicted ; and the 
thou ohts of our great ſins and tranſgreſ: 
ſions do much: altoniſh us. What ſhall 
we ſay therefore, or wherein: ſhall. we 
open our mouths ! who ſhall deliver us 
from the miſery due unto us for our 
tranſpreſſion ! nothing can be _expe&edſ/ 
in this life, but miſery and confuſion 3 and 
in the world to:come, eternal condemna- 
tion. But yet, O Lord, in. obedience, to 
thy command, and in caafident afſu- 
rance of» thy endleſs and unſpeakable 
mercy, promiſed in Jeſas Chriſt to. al 
nners which come unto thee with for- 
row in our hearrs, ſhame in our faces 
and 19 all humility of ſpirit. And .we 
would appeal from thee, a jult Judge 
; = 
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fo. thee a merciful Father; from the 
Throne of thy Juſtice, to the Seat of thy 
Mercy; beſeeching thee, O Lord, to have 
mercy upon. us, and to turn.away thy 
face from all our fins, and. to. blot out all 
our tranſgreſſions, for the onely! merite- 
rious Death and Paſlion of Jefus Chriſt, 
who ſo abundantly ſhed:his Blood on the 
Crofls,' to take away the lin of the world: 
and be pleaſed now to reform our affe- 
Hons, transform us out of fin, into. the 
glorious liberty of thy own Children, to 
livein newnels of Life; ina holy conver- 
ſation, and continual obgalrace to thy 
divine Majeſty. 

And now: we further intreat thee, O 
Lord, for a bleſſing upon the Church u- 
niverſab::more eſpecially we beſeech thee, 
to continue the peace and proſperity of 
theſe Churches wherein we:live, and eve- 
ry member thereof; and in a more eſpe- 


_ cial manner, bleſs, with'the' chiefelt of thy 


bleflings,. our King; -Quieen, Duke, and 


the reſt of the Royal Family ; bleſs our 


CounſclJours, Miniſters, and Magtltrates;z 
bleſs our. Friends : : Kindred and Ac- 
quaintance; bleſs the whale Church,6: e- 
very afflicted member of it ; accept of our _ 
morning-facrifice of praiſe and thanksgi- 
ving, for all themercis aad favours, com- 
0-3 torts 
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forts and deliverances,' which from-time! 


”- to time'thou haft! afforded and/continus 


ed tous: Wethank thee for thy laſt'mercy,' 
in 'preferving'us from the dangers of- this 
night paſts for refreſhing our bodtes with 
{eaſonable'reft, and bringing us ſafeto the. 
beginning'of this day. Lord, what: 1s: 
man, that thouarr'ſo mmdful of him; and 
the Son of man, that thou ſkouldſbthus 
viſit and remember him >. Give» us grace, 
O Lord, to remember: thee, and: to: be 
mindful ' of thy mercies, that we may” 
praiſe thee for all' the truth and-faithful- 
neſs which thou ſheweſt to' us in: the 
land cf the living; that as thou haſt. 
brought us to the comforts of: this day, 
ſo thou' mayſt: go along with us in the 
ſame, toenable usfor the Duties ofthoſe 
callings wherein we are placed, and: to 
deliver us from thoſe dangers to which 
we areexpofed, even for Jefus Chriſt his 
ſake 3 1a whoſe moſt blefied name and 
words, we conchide theſe our weak. and 
imperfe& prayers, ſaying as he himſelf 


hath taught us in his holy Goſpel, 


Orr Father, &C. 
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.- A Prayer for a Family at Night. 


Oſt glorious, and everlaſting Lord 

I God, which inhabiteſt eternitie, 

and” Uwelleſt 'in that light which no 
mortal \Eye can attain unto'; the God in 
whom' we live, and move, -and have our 
being; we thine unworthy Servants do 

here in all: Jowlineſs and humility pre- 

ſent 'our Perſons and Prayers before thy 
Divine Majeſty ; confefiing and acknow- 
ledging,! that we were conceived in fin, 
and-brought forth in iniquitjez and as if 

that had been but a ſmall matter, we have 
heaped 'up'our Actual tranſgreſſions, as 

the ſand upon the Sea-ſhore, and as the 
Stats ''in the - Firmament for number : 

we have broken 'thy Commandmeats, we 

have prophaned thy Sabbaths, we have 

diſhonour'd''thy Name, we have- abuſed 

| thy Creatures, we have negleCtted the 

- | day of onr Viſitation, and turned thy 

| Grace into wantnnneſs, whereby we have 

moſt-* juſtly. provoked thy wrath and 

everlaſting diſpleaſure 5 we have 'woun- 

ded our own conſciences, weakned our 

aſfurance of Salvatian, and grieved thy 

good "Spirit, which fealeth us up unto 
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the day of our Redemption. And now, 
O Lord, if thou ſhouldſt deal with us 
after our deſervings, thou migheſt pour 
upon us the deJuge of thy wrath and 
fury, to {weep us out of the Land of the 
living, into that place of torment'pre- 
pared for the Devil and his Angels. 
But thou haſt revealed thy ſelf to the 
Sons of men, to be the Lord, the Lord 
merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering, 
and of great goodneſs, who pardons 
fins, and paſleſt by the tranſgreſſions of 
thy People; this 1s thy Name for ever, 
and thy Memorial throughout all Gene- 
rations. We beſeech therefore, for Jeſus 
Chriſt this ſake, to be merciful unto us, 
in the free pardon and forgiveneſs of all 
our fins, that we have ever committed 
againſt thee : Accept of his obedience, 
for our difobedience; of his righteouf- 
nels, for our unrighteouſneſs; of his 
{ufferiogs, for ail our (ins: waſh them a- 
way 1a his blood, nail them to his Croſs, 
hide them 1n his Wounds, and bury them 
in his Grave, that they may never riſe 
up for our confuſion here, or for our 
condemnation hereafter. O Lord, be' 
untous a Father of mercy, and a God of 
coalolationz ſpeak peace unto our Souls 
and conſciences, and ſay unto us, that 
thou 


give us Grace, for the time to come, to 


Gentry of the Land : Be merciful to all 


- quaintance, - andall others whom we are 
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thou art the God of our Salvation. . And 


dye daily unto fin, by vertue of thy 
Sons death, and to riſe upto newneſs of 
life, by the power of his refurreQion. 
Wean our Hearts, and take off our Aﬀed@i- 
ons from the things of this world, which 
endure but for a ſeaſon; and raiſe them 
up unto: thoſe things which are at thy 
right hand for evermore. Enlighten the 
darkneſs of our underſtanding, ſubdue 
the ſtubbornneſs of our wills, reCtify the 
diſorder of our aftections, and bring in- | 
to obedience whatſoever exalteth it ſelf = 
againſt thy will ; that at laſt we may be- 
come ſuch as'thou would'ſt have us to 
be. | 

Continue and enlarge thy bleſſings 
upon the Church and Land wherein we 
live, upon the Perſon and Government 
of our King : bleſs all the Royal family, 
together with his Majeſties Councels; 
the Nobilitie, Magiſtracy, Clergy, and 


thoſe who are afflifted with any croſs 


or calamitie, all our relations and a- 


bound to pray for, 

. O Lord accept onr thankſgivings this 
Evening, for all the mercies and favors 
| | | which 
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which thou haſt afforded for our Souls 
or Bodies, for this Life ; or a better; 
more eſpecially , that thou haſt = 
ved us and our Family this day, 

health and happineſs. Now, holy F her, 
ſceing the Night is upon us, atid we are 
ready to take our reſt, in thy hands we 
commit our Souls, and Bodict, 'and all 
that we have ; beſeeching thee,” who art 
the keeper of [rae], that neither ſleepeſt 
nor {lumbereſt, to take care of us; ' for 
if thou protect us not, Satan will de- 
vour us 3 yea, we ſhal] ſleep a perpetual 
fleep, and n-ver ariſe up to. praiſe thee : 
we pray thee therefore 'to be good to us 
this night, defend us from 'danger, re- 
freſh us with comfortable'reſt,*and raife 
us up to glorifie thee in the duties of 
the day following 5 that thou mayſt 
{til} be our God, and we may be thy Peo- 
ple. Hear us and gratiouſly anſwer us in 
theſe. our requeſts, ''and what 'elſe thou 
knoweſt needfu! and exp edient for us, 
and that for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, in whoſe 
moſt bleſſed Name and words, we' con- 
clude theſe our imperfe& prayers, ſaying 
as he _— hath taughit us, 
Onr Father, &Y 


A 
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"if Morning- prayer for a private perjon. 


2: Lord. my. God, merciful. and lo- 
*h  ving to all thy ſervants, pitiful and.. 
patient: to ;me thy: child, graciaus and- 
fayourable:to all thoſe-thatmeckly.come. 
_ theez. I dare: not- with the. proud: 
riſee juſtifie: my-ſelf; or ſay, 1, Tons 
not- finned;: TI: dare: not preſs into. thy 
preſence:with hope or confidence through 
mine own merits to; be: ſaved; but, with. 
the: poor Pablicar, laying my Sovliupon 
the work of Repentance, and;wuith an. 
unſeigned: ſorrow caſting my. ſelf down. 
at the footſtool ot thy Majelty, Lcry, and: 
| fay, O Lord, oe merciful to. me. a. fit- 
ner. 
O my God, the hora of my Salvation, 
and my refuge, my ſtony Rock, and my 
defence, in whom onely } truſt, and ta 
| whom alone I flee-for ſuccaur ; ; miſerable; 
wretch that I am, how have | proyoked 


thee! I have done evil in hy fight, I 
have ſtirred up thine anger, I have de- 
ſerved thy diſpleaſare. | have fianed, | 
hive offended, yet thou beareſt' with me. 
One deep caleth to another, the depth of | 
miſcry tothe depth of _ 
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I feel ,O Lord, (but 1 it is thy Spirit that 
giveth me this feeling) that mine Under- 
ſtanding is darkned, Conſcience ſeared, 
Memory decayed, Will bewitched, Heart 
hardned, Aﬀections diſordered, Conver- 
_ ſation corrupted ; ; my thoughts, defires,8: 
beſt ations are abominable in thy 'ſ{ight. 
Mine eyes cannot ſce thee in thy Crea- 
tures, mine'ears cannot hear thee 1n thy 
Word, 'my mouth cannot praiſe thee in 
thy Works, my hands and feet cannot 
ſerve thee in my Calling : deſtruction 
and calamity 'arein all my ways, and the 
way of peace I have not known. Unto 
whom now:ſhal[l 'L come for comfort, un- 
to whom now ſhall I fue for ſuccour, but 
tothee, O Lord, whom I will look up 
to, as unto the Brazer Serpent! If I re- 
pent, thou ſpareſt ; if I return, thou em- 
braceſt:*yet'beſide all this, though I de- 
fer, thou waiteſt.. Thou ceacheſt the i Ig- 
norant, thou comforteſt the penfive, thou 
lifteſt up:from* deſtruQion after a fall, 
thou viveſt to him that aſketh, thou re- 
claimeſt him' which wandereth, thou 1n- 
viteſt him hat-refilteth, thou lookeſt for 
him that {leepeth, and bim thou embra- 
celt which-returneth. *. 

'1; Now, O' Lord, what to anfirer for 
my diſobedience I'am ignorantz for what 
F am 
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am. L not. ſubject to, by reaſon of my ſins! 
I cannot hide my ſelf from thy preſence : 
I could not abide it, if thou ſhouldſt en- 
ter into Judgment, . 

O Father of mercies, and God of all 
comfort, pierce my fleſh with thy fear, ſo 
that. by fearing 1 may. eſcape ſuch things 
as thou.doſt threaten ; and reſtore to me 
the Joy of thy Salvation, that by loving 
I may taſte the felicity which thou haſt 
promiſed. Put thou into my remem- 


| brance, OLord, the things I ſhould, con» 
ceive of thee ; teach me by what words 


I may..call upon thee, inftrut me with 
what good, works I may , pleaſe thee. 


Cover thou mine head j in the day of. bat- 
_ tle : Let me not be of that number which 
for. a time believe, but, when temptation 


cometh, go back. 

- Grant me, 1 beſeech thee, the gifts of 
regeneration, to become thy child of 
Faith, to believe.thy promiſe ; of obedi- 


.,epace, to do thy will ; of prayer, to ſeek 


thy preſence ; of comfort, to endure thy 
trials; and of ſtrength, to continue thy 
ſervant to my life'send. 

Open my blind eyes, to ſee the ſins 1 
am moſt given to: give me grace to ſigh 


__ and groan under the burthen of them : 


and give me ſpiritual underſtanding to 
diſcern 


Y Holy Devotions :- or, 


diſcern and” judge betwixt- pood-and e- 
"vil. | 


' Thou haſt been govd untome, OEord, 


many ways, in my creation, redemption, 
© vocation, ſantification, in preferving me 
' all the days of 'my life hithernnto, and in 
©pening thy -hand continually;and filling 
© my mouth with'good things. Thou haſt 
\ preſerved me from 'all dangers" of this 
- night paſt, and brought me ſafe to the be- 
ginning of 'this' day : whereas* "thou 
© mightelt have" made my bed*tny grave 3 
"thou mighteſt have turned-my fleep-into 
* deatli'ufito me,” but. thou” tendeſt me a 


" Tonger and 41itger tinie'to repent. Eord, 


*iicreaſe' my" zeal, further my repentance, 


make me ſincerely to* fmbrace thy mer- | 


"cies. © Twill take the Cap 'of "Salvation, 
and call upon thy Name. | Receiye, *'O 
'Lord, this early facritice both of my ſoul 
and body. I Q 
*hands'ts be diſpoſed at thy ptteafare; nd 
© with © thent unfeigried\ fighs for offen- 
- ding thee, 'Go on with thy favours to- 
* 'wards me' thy "humble ſervant 3 go'along 
by me and with me all this day, and'all 
the days of my life, that 'T'way not ſtep 
into the' path of ſin, but thar thy Law 
may be my delight all the daylong. 

' Thob, O Lord Chriſt, 'art riſen from 


the 


RR 


affer them' up into? thy - 
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| the dead. Let the, power of thy reſur- 


# £1 » 


retion ,make me, riſe unto _newneſs 'of 
life : And that which is .itnpoſfible 'to 


fleſh and bloud, make it*poftible by the 
. | virtue ofthy blood. And ſg inthy Name 
| | T hut up my imperfed prayers, both for 
, | my ſelf and others, in that manner and' . 
. | form of prayer which thou haſt taught 
ns. I | 
; Our Father, &c. 
7, . 
An Evening-prayer for a private perſon. 
' | FF Lord my God, who aboundeſt in 
9 i: bo gi df TTTYTO , . "4 

\_J all 'good thipgs, and art a liberal 
| beſtower of the dainties of heavenly ſafe- 

. tyI praiſe and glorifie thee for thy love 

| | and; bounty towards me this day paſt, 
| | . haying, beſtowed upon me all things ne- 
. | . celfary for the day, with-holding nothing 
1 | from me that might be beneficial to me. 
. |.. The night now ſtealeth upon me like a 
_ |, thief, and I am nearer to old age than | 
- | was in the morning, though not nearer to 
I \ goodneſs. . I know not whether thou 
) | wilt this aight make my bed in the dark, 
, |}; and the hour of, my viſitation be this 


. preſent evening. Awake me then out 
of that ſlumber of fin, remove from me 
| that 
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that ſloth that hath all this while hin- 
dred thy, Grace : Forgive me my fins, 
which are more 1nfinite than the ſtars, 
and more heavy than if mountains lay up- 
on my boſome : but thy mercy and the 
merits of my Redeemer do [ truſt in; in 
his Name do I ſue for-a pardon. . 

Let my mind, O Lord, flie from the 
parching heat of worldly cares , unger 
the ſhadow ofthy wings 3 | that being hid 
ia temperate coldneſs, it may joyfully 
ſing and ſay, I will lay me down, and alſo 
ſleep in peace, Let my memory ſleep, O 
Lord my God; let it fleep from all evil. 
Sutfer not unclean thoughts this night to 
| pollute my body and ſoul; but keep my 
cogitations chalt. Let not the Sun go 
down upon my wrath 3 but if any man 
this day have doneme wrong, grant that 


I may freely and heartily forgive him, as | 


I deſire at thy hands to be forgiven. Keep 
me from the adverſary, who (epert not, 

but ſceketh how he may devour me. A- 
noint me, O Lord, with the Oyl of thy 
Spirit, that of thy fulneſs I may be filled 
with Grace, even that Grace, which may 
further my Salvation. Keep me, O Lord, 

12 my old age, forſake me not when I am 


gray-headed. And whenſoever it ſhall |: 


pleaſe thee to caſt me upon my lick bed, 
grant 
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grant that I may take my ſickneſs patient- 
ly; and at the laſt gaſp let not either 


fin or Satan take ſuch hold apon me, that 


I depart this life with cryings, and 
ſcreechings, and words of deſpair; but 
that, believing thy word, and yielding 
to thine ordinance, my laſt hour may, be 
my beſt hour, and I may fay with, the 
Pſalmiſt, Lord into thy hands I commend 
my Spirit ; for thou baſ redeemed me, be 
Lord God of Truth. | 
Pardon, O Lord, my miſſpending the 
time, my unprofitableneſ, my unthagk« 


 fulneſs for thy goodneſs. Supply what, 


is wanting in. me; through. the fire of, 
compunGion_ make meat all hours: to 
ſeem aliving ſacrificein thy fi ight. Con- 
tinue towards me thy love, and make, 
me to love thee again, Without thee, 


 alasl I die; but when [ think on thee, 1 
revive again. To thee therefore be a- 


ſcribed all honour and glory world with - 
out end. 
Onur Father, XCc.. 
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A Prayer before PR receiving of the $4- 
Cerament. 


* Moſt gracious and merciful Lord 
God, thou haſt called all thoſe 

that are weaty and heavy laden with 
their ſins to come unto thee, and haſt 
promiſed to eaſe and refreſh them: z thou 
haſt invited all thoſe that hunger and 
thirſt after thy Kingdom and the righte- 
ouſneſs thereof,to come to thy Table, to 
caſt of thy ſupper, and haſt promiſed that 
thou wilt ſatisfy them : in alſurance 
therefore of theſe promiſes I come to thee, 
bleſſed Lord ſeſas, beſeeching thee to 
eaſe me, to refreſh me, to ſatisfy me with . 
thy mercy; for my Soul hingers and 
thirſts after thee and thy Salvation. [ 
confeſs and acknowledge that my daily 
ſins have made me 'unw cthy of my dai- 
ly Bread, much more of this Manna: this 
Bread of Life that came down from Ba. 
ven. I confefs, O Lord, I am not prepared 
according to the preparation of thy ſan- 
Ctuary ; yet for as much as this day I have 
ſet my Heart to ſeck to thee, thou, O 
God, be merciful unto me : and though 


I cannot bring with me a clean Heart , 
( for 
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( for who can ſay his Heart is clean? yet 
behold, O Lord, 1 bring with me a con- 
trire Heart and a broken Spirit 3 deſpiſe 
not, O Gad, this Sacrifice. As for: the 
fins that I have committed againſt thee, 
biride them up in one bundle, and caſt 
them mto the bottomleſs Sea of thy 
mercy 3 bury them in thy Wounds, and 
waſh them away in the blood of that 
immaculate Lamb: Chriſt Jeſus: and for 
the time to come Iprinkle my conſcience 
with the ſame bloud, that being clean- 
ſed from dead works, T may ſerve thee 
the Living God in righteouſheſs and true 
holineſs all the days of my life. That fo 
this blefſed Sacrament may be a means 

to quiet my conſcience, to increaſe my 

Faith, tojnflame my Charity, to amend 

my lite, to fave my Soul, and-to aflure 

me that T am of "the number of thoſe 
blefled ones who'{hall'eat at thy Table, 

and -be' cafled to the Marriage-ſupper of 
the Latnb. Grant this, O Lord, for Je- 

ſus Chriſt his ſake,” ia whoſe Name and 

words T conclude rheſe my imperfect 

prayers, ſaying as he himſelf hath raught 

me. 


Our Father, &c. 
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4 [Prayer ofter their receiving f the Sacra 
ment. d+:*.4 


| Moſt gracious God, "from whoſe 
'T} bountic every good and. perfect 
giſt js derived; I and all that is within 
me praiſe and magnify thy, boly Name 
for: all thy mercies, and favours which 
Yom time to time. thou haſt beſtowed 
'ppan me. But eſpecially , I thank thee 

Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, the fountain 
" It undation of all blelngs; and be- 


$$ &@8 SE R 


an to die. for us -& and that thou haſt 
ed me, who, am unworthy of the leaſt 
of thy favours, with.the precious merits 
of his. death and paſſion, Bleſled Lord 
Gady thou haſt been pleaſed thi day to 
ſet thy Seal to the Pardon and po: give- 
neſs af all my, ogy Dh. let me or oe: 
again by unthankfa lacks, Of re pling in- 
to.,my, old fins, fo which joy haſt 
pirged me, leſt my my laſt if, d-be. worſe 
than my beginnitg.. But if keteafter I 
{hall be tempted by the Devil, allured 
by the World, or provoked by my own 
Heſh, then ſer before. mine eyes, by the 
re- 


—_ 


—_ oo oo eyom@G Ie. 1m #9 


a'ColleHion of Prayers. - 213 3 


WS * 


remembrance of tliy Spirit, /how'dear the © 
expiation of' my'fins coſt my Lord and 
Saviour i-Jeſus Chriſt, - even" the effufion 
of his moſt - precious -and holy blood: ; 
that in the contemplation of * his:death, 
and application of his-moſt bitter paſſion, 
I may die daily unto fin, and: ſo-may*ſhew 
forth the Lords death til] he come' and 
. briag bis reward with him; I may receive 
the Crown of Righteouſneſs which he 
hath purchaſed and prepared for all 
thoſe. that, love. and expe. the. day. of 
his appearing, with the precious price 
of his mcorruptible blood. And where- 
as I have this day renewed my covenant 
with thee my God in. vows and purpo- 
ſes of better obedienice, aſlift me by thy 
grace, and'{trengthen. me by thy power, 
that I may pay the. Vows which-I have 
made unto thee, and that by vertue. of 
' thy- heavenly nouriſhment I may grow 
up- in grace and godlineſs, till at \laſt 
I-come to be a perfe&' man in Chriſt 
Jeſus. KA: ELL 

. Preſerve and \maintain - always this 
thine Ordinance, that it may. be 'a note 
and:z'badge of my publick profeſiton : 
and give unto all of us that have: been 
partakers: of. thy body -ahd (blood, one 
heart and one mind-itf the ttnity of Spi- 
| F-2 rit 


214 "Hy Þ Dewatins': 


——_— 


ritfor.the worthy and revercad receiving 
of the ſame whenſoever- we ſhall come 
to thy holy Table again. And+for this 
thy mercy towards me, do | yield unto 
thee all /praiſe, and glory, arid power, 
and might, and majeſty, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, in whoſe molt bleffed 
Name and words [ farther pray, . 

Our Father, Kc. 


———C 
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Another Prayer before the Sacrament. 


Epart from me, for I am 
a ſinful man, O Lord. 1 
am not worthy that thon ſhouldft come 
under my roof. For the houſe of my 
Soul, which thou : haſt made a fit 
Temple for thy holy 3pirit to: inhabit 
10, I have defaced and defiled with all 
manner of pollutions and abominations. 
It 1s become a den of ravenous Reaſts, 
and a cage of unclean Birds, and every 
corner ſo crowded with filthineſs, that 
thou wilt _ find where to lay thy 
head, Lak. g 

But way 7. —p8r? which deſpiſeſt not 
a penitent ſinner, but haſt promiſed to 
dwell with the humble and. contrite 
Spirit, I beſecch thee Caſt me not away 
from 
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from thy preſence, but caſt our all pro- 
| Faneneſs and uncleanneſs out of my Heart, 
and remove every thing that may offend 
the pure Eyes cf thy glory, and the ho- 
lineſs of thy preſence : and then, .O 
Lord, vouchſafe to come and enter in, 
and dwell there, and abide with me for 
ever. | | a 

Behold, O Lord, I am before thee in 


&# % © * 
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opened for Fra and Jeruſalem to pu- 
rifie, in; and then cloth me with that 
white robe of thy Son's righteouſneſs, 
' the Wedding-garmeant requiſite at this 
feaſt, and admit. me to thy Table which 
| thou haſt prepared for thy Children. 
| And g rant, O Lord, that when I have 
"taſted & theſe thy Heavealy dainties, 
I may na more return like the Dog to 
his vomit, or the; Sow that was -waſh- 
ed to: her* wallowiog in the mire ; but 
I may keep my, ſelf unſpotted from the 
World, and walk before thee. 1n all. pu- 
ritie and holineſs, | 
And now. We) Lord, thou inviteſt 
and. exhortelt me. to come ta thy holy 
Table. 
' O my.God, F know mine own : un- 
worthine(s, yet 1a the multitude of thy 
mercies I will humbly approach to thine 
Altar, beſeeching thee tn behold me not 
| with a ſevere, bot a gracious eye. _ 
Thou knoweſt the earneſt deſire of 
my 'Soul ; be thou pleaſed to pals by 
the weakneſs of the fleſh, and accept 
the willingneſs of the Spirit, and grant 
that I may now receive this holy Sacra- 
ment to the hongur and glory of thy 
Name, and the: gaod and comfort and 
Silvariog of n my. awn Soul, 


The 
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The Good Lord pardon every one that 
prepareth his heart 'toſeek God, 2 Chrox. 30. 
the Lord God of: his Fathers, 5 "5 
though he be not purified : according to 
the purification of the SanQuary. Amer. 


After the Sacrament. 


\F. Ord, what is man that thou , ? 
| , art mindful of him, or'the Us 
ſon-6f man that - thou viſiteſthim'?* * 

What is thy ſervant, that thou _ _ ” _ . 
ſhouldeſt look upon ſuch a dead * OP 
Dera. 12:7: 2 HH 5 Bs 

'The Dogs eat of the crums that fall 
from their Maſters Table, but, - 
thou haſt fed me with the © 7 
bread of thy Children, and given'me to 
drink of thine owa cup. Þ | 

Thou haſt fed mein a'green ,,. 
Paſture, and leadeſt- me: forth jt 23-2: 
beſide the waters'of comfort. | 

O taſte and ſee: how gracious, , 
the Lord is: bleſied is the man?" 3 © 
- that truſteth 1n him. 

What reward ſhall I render 
unto the Lord for all his be- 
gefits toward me ? 


* 


Pſal. 116. 12+. 


Lord, | 
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| Lord, I offer up uato' thee my ſelf, 
Pal. 8 my ſaul and body, and all that 
** Lam and have; beſecching thee 
graciouſly to receive me for thy ſervant, 
to. dwell in: thy Houſe, and praiſe thy 
Name for evermore. 

Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
Glory, and Honour, and Pow- 
er; for thou haſt created all 
things, agd for thy pleaſure they are and 
werecteated. 

Thoy art worthy to take the Book, 

and to open the. ſeals thereof : 
' for thou waſt ſlain, and haſt re- 
deemed us to our God, out ofevery Kin- 
dred,and Tongue, and People, and Na- 
tion, and. haſt made us unto our God 
Kings and Prieſts, 

Salvation to our God which fitterh 
upon the Throne, and to the 
Lamb... Amer. 

Bleffing, and Glory, and Wiſdom, and 
Thankſgiving, and-Honour, and Power, 
and Might, be unto God for ever arid « E- 


ver. Amen. 


Revel. 4. 11. 


Revel. s. 9. 


Rev. 7.10,12. 


— 
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An Admonition after Receiving. 


; Nd now you have thus ſolemnly de- 
A voted and. conſecrated your felf 
to God and his Service, beware that 
you do not fall back, and: return to your 
former courſe of ſio, like the 
dog to his own vomit Emap 
the Serpent, which caſts up his Poyſon 

wheti he" goes" to Urink, and when he 
' hath quenched" his chirf, "returns and 
ſacks'it up-again; - And thvs ſdine' are 
content to leave their fingat the Church- 
door, but with tn intent to take” them 
up agein'when they come ont, | 

But God will notbefo mocked, 

And: know this, that if you have well 
and - worthily performed this. Duty to 
day, yet if you do not perſevere in Piety, 
as you have promiſed and begun, not 
onely your former fins, but even; the 
Prety of this day ſhall one day rife up in 
Judgment againſt you. | 

But a diigent watching and warineſs 
over Fout ways after this, will be the beſt 
6 4 eration wognuaſt” the next time, | 


"4 
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A Prayer for one that is troubled in mind. 


() Lord, the Father: of mercies, andthe 
'God. of all comfort, 1 acknowledge 
and "adore thy eternal Power, and 
Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, -I rerider thee my 
fmnoſt hearty. thanks forall the benefits thou 
haſt beſtowed. on me,from my firſt coming 
into. the world until this. time. Mary, 

O Lord my God, are the. wonderful _ 
which 3 6 haſt dope, \and thy thoughts 
which a wre ta. us-werd ; they cannot bevec- 
honed up in order unto. thee if I would 
declare and ſpeak of them, they are more 
than can be numbered. Above all, I 
bleſs thee for that..great: demoaſtration 
656k thy Love and Good:will to Mankind 

Chriſt Jeſus, whom.thou halt ſeat in - 
y the. Bi to ſave. ſinners; and for 
bringing. me ;to, the clear knowledge. of 

ad unfeigned affetion-to thy-holy 
Wi declared tO-US iN his bleſſed Goſ- 
pel. 

.O God, thou haſt taught me from my 
youth, up, and, hitherto, been, marvel- 
loully gracious to me.':, Hide not, . I be- 
ſeech thee, thy face now from me, and 


put not thy Servant away 1n diſpleaſure. 
Thong 
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Thou haſt, been. my! help, -leave:me not 3 
neither forſake me,zQ-God of my :Salva- 
tion,, But for. :Je Chriſt his. ſake, T 
humbly 1atreat: thee to pardon and paſs 
by all, my negle&s-of thee, and unthank- 
\ fulneſs to thee, and offences againſt thee. 
And as There ſincerely devote and de- 
dicate my whole ſelf, ſoul and: body to 
thy ſervice; ſo help me, O my God, 
and-further me in the performance of my 
duty, by the grace of thy holy Spirit.: To 
theeall hearts are, open, and from thee 
na;Mrets are hid :. deal with me'accor- 
ding to the earneſt defireandtall-purpoſe 
of my ſou}, to conform my ſelf in all things 
to: thy | holy Will, 
.Settle. in. me; an "MIR Ys fork; 10 
thy:infinite Mercies, a conſtant love and 
 cheartful affe&tion. to. my duty, and a 
readineſs of heart to obey. thee, and to 
 ſybmittothy wiſe appointments in every 
-condition. The whole Earth 1s full af 
thy Mercies. That I may rejoyce and be 
glad all my days, compoſe my. broken 
and. diſturbed thoughts, quiet my trou- 
bled and. diſordered ſpirit , and: -appeaſe 
all the ragings and: tumults there;./by.'a 
ſweet..ſenſe of thy moſt tender mercies, 
which: have beea eyer of old, and-endure 
SOpelonglly. 


Baniſh 
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 Baviſh from-me all cauſeleſs fears and 
fies 3 deliver/me from all {Oey zrofi- 
cable ſadneſs and dejections : 
keep me from! char vis thee' Toolihty 
Beſtow upon me a abcarful ſpirit, by an 
hamble hope in thee, and by referring 
my felf wholly to thee. Endue the with 
ſach wiſdom and-uprightnefs, that I may 
acither neglett my duty, nor ſuſpect thy 
gracious'acceptance of 'me. Give mean 
hearty zeal to do thebeſt that T am able ; 
and a feotled perſwaſton that thou re- 
quireſt "no more of me. 

Defend me, O my gractous God, from 
difhonouting- thee, and my Religion, 
by diſtruſting thy goodneſs, and cafling 
thy loving kindneſs in queſtion towards 
boſe that are fincerely bent to pleaſe 
thee. Remove all troubleſome jimagina- 
tions from me, and give mea clear under- 
ftanding of thee, and of my Telf; or 
when 1am in darkneſs and confalion of 
thoughts, grant me fo much light and 
judgment, as not to- conclude 'my felf 
forſaken by thee, but to refle& upon thy 
Jong-continued favours to me, andmaiy 
deliverances of me; that ſo I may reſolve 
ftillto hope in thee, to bear my preſent 
trouble patiently, and to reſign my will 


abſolutely to thy good pleaſure. And 
good 
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good Lord, enable me to look beyond 


theſe clouds, to-that bleffed ftate whi- 
ther my Saviour is gone, in which there 
is no darkneſs at all : and in an humble 
hope of coming{tto, the ſame place. where 
he is, to content my ſelf with any con- 
dition. whilſt Iam here, ſo. far remote 
from that Region of light and. glorie. 


'Hear me moſt loving and merciful | 


Father, I moſt humbly beſecch thee; ; 


Pity my great dulneſs and deadneſs of 


heart. Strengrlien my weak and. feeble 
endeavouts , ſupport my fainting ſpirit, 
and cauſe it humbly to hope.1n thee: for 
ever. Confirm and eſtabliſh every good 


thought, deſire and purpoſe which thou 


haft wrought in. me 3 perfect that which 
thou haſt begun 3 make me: to; grow in 
wiſdom, faith, love, and willing obe- 
dience : coaduQ me hereaſter fo evenly 
and ſteadily, ſo peaceably and: quietly; 
ſo cheerfully and. ſincerely in. thy ways, 
that TI may Glorifie thee whillt I live, by 
encouraging others to accompany :/me in 
thy ſervicez and when I come. to die, 
may reſign my Soul unto thee. with an 
undiſturbed miad, and. in an holy. hope 
alſo.of a joyful reſurreQion of the body, 
at the great day of the Lord Jeſus, to 
whom be glory and dominion, for ever. 
Amen. The 


f 
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The Prayer for a Woman with Child. 


Oſt merciful and gracious God, 
M who wilt not torn away thine 
ear from thoſe: that call upon thee in 
ſincerity and truth ;' look down with 
an'Eye of pity and 'compaſſion upon 
thy unworthy Servant, 'T muſt confels, 
my” ſins-are, very great”, and ſo is my 
danger' which is at hand; my pains to 
come will be grievous, and my life is now 
molt uncertain. Aſſure me, I beſeech 
thee, of the forgiveneſs of all my fias, 
mitigate my fearand ſorrows, ſtrengthen 
me'with the comforts of thy Spirit, con- 
firm mein the faith of my Saviour, and 
bleſs all good means appointed for my 
comfort; that in due time I may be a 
joyful Mother, and fee the fruit of, my 
Body, ſafe, found, and perfeft, without 
blemiſh or deformitie. 

O Lord, I know not how foon my 
travel will ſteal on 'me,” when I muſt 
fight that battle of Life and Death: one 
drop of - thy mercy hath faveraign power 
to cure all the Wounds of thoſeſorrg\ws; 
ſhed therefore, O holy Father, that drop 
of grace upon me, it! that minute when / 

| [ 
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T am to encounter with fo ſtern an' ad- 
verſary ; ſtrengthen me with patience; 
bleſs me that I periſh not ; bleſs the work 
| of my Midwife; let not the Child yet 
unborn, the Babe in.my womb, be pu- 
niſbed for mine offences; but give _it 
growth, give it flouriſhing, and form; 
and when the time is come, that thou 
wilt call it out of this cloſe Houſe of 
fleſh, where it now'iohabiteth; to dwell 
in the open World, ſanGtifie thy Crea- 
ture, make it by Baptiſm, a member 
of thy Church, a Lamb of thy flock, and 
direct it in the ways of Godlinelſs to its 
lives end. Andall through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, in whoſe bleſſed words I con- 
tinue to pray, 


Our Father, Kc, 


————_—_ 
_——_— 
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A Thanksegiving by the Woman after ſafe 
deliverance, to be uſed when ſhe is able. 


4 T voul duth magnify the Lord, and 

Vi #y Spirit rejoyceth in God my 

Saviour. He hath giben me my Hearts 

defire,. and not denied . me the requeſt of 

my lips. Children are his beritage, and 
 Giory of the Womb is his reward, 


ory be to thee, O Lord God eter- 
Q | nal 


__— 
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nal, who haſt now delivered me from 
the great pains and peril of Child-birth, 
who haſt taken away my reproach, and 
made. me an inſtrument to increaſe thy 
Kingdom. It is in thy power to ſtrike 
death into my Womb, but thou haſt 
given me a double life : all mine an- 

uiſhes thou haſt ſweetned with gladneſs. 
Saorioue thy mercies and favours ta me 
thy ſervant ; put ſtrength into my bloud, 
bloud inta my Veins, and courage into 
mine Heart ; that my lips may render 
thee deſerved thanks. 

Thou that art the Father of love and 
life, look gapon this migne Infant, which 
thou haſt given me; preſerve it in health, 
quicken it with grace, crown it with 
Jong lite, that it may grow up to be a 
ſervant 1a thy houſhold. Send the Fa- 
ther of it and me much comfort by it, 
that it may be a ſtaff to our old age. 
Bleſs" it with ftore of friends in this 
World; and be thou the chief friend to it 
for evermore : and for the better growth 
io go3linefs, feed it with the Milk of thy 
Word, defend it; from all dangers, and 
all enemics Bodily and Ghoſtly. 4 
'' And whereas it is written, #hak the 
great red Dragon ſtood. before the We- 
man which was ready to bs delivered, 

| that 
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that he mig zobt devour "i Child. when 
be had brought it forth; ſo guard me, and 
regard this my birth, that, Satan rule not 
nor re gn within us but deliver. us ſtill 
out of his Jaws, as a Bird out of the 
Snare of the Fowler. Let thy bleſiigg, 
O Lord, be upon me and my Children, 
ſtrongly to help, keep and defend us, 
from this time forth for evermore. Amen. 
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A Prayer to be uſed by one that 5 ſeek. 


Eternal and moſt merciful Father, 

look dowa + belcech thee upon 
thy poor ſervant, who. is puniſhed and 
= Inoy in Body 'with the ſmart of m 
pain and. floſs: z and who is alſo 
cronbled with the fear of thy heavy diſ- 
pleaſure for my many fias and iniquities, 
wherewith [ have provoked thy holy 
Majeſty io the time of my health. I con- 
fe that'of very faithfulneſs and good- 
neſs to me, thou haſt Iaid this ſcourge up- 
on me, to the end that by the ſtripes of 
my fleſh; my Spirit might be healed, and 
ſaved in the day of the Lord Jefus. 1 va- 
laed not the benefit of health as I ſhould 
have done, and th-refore thou haſt 
made me ſenſible of it by the want of 
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it,: in proſperitie I remembred not the 
offlictions of my Brethrea,.and therefore 
thou haſt afliFed me like unto: them. I 
was in a kind of Spiritual lethargy, till 
thou didſt awake me with the ſtroke of 
thy hand. And becauſe I know that it 1s 
good for me to be thus diſciplined by 
thee, I humble my (elf under thy mightie 
| hand, and kiſs this thy rod, which I 
truſt through thy grace ſhall make my 
Soul appear fair and beautifal in thine 
Eyes. Comfort OLord, my fainting 
| Spirit, and ſtrengthen my feeble knees, 
and ſupport my weak hands, and revive 
my deaded heart; and ſo powerfully affiſt 
me with the Spiric of ſtrength, that I 
may with confidence call upon thee, 
with patience endure this trial, with 
hope expe thy good pleaſure, with 
w:ildom make uſe of this thy viſitation, 
and with thankfulneſs ever praiſe thy 
gaodneſs and mercy for my. ſafe recove- 
ry, if it may be, with thy ſacred will, 
whereunto I ſubmic and wholy reſiga 
now and for ever, through Jeſus Chriſt 
my bletfled Lord and Saviour, in whoſe 
molt holy words I further pray, 
Our Father, &c. 


— 


4 
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a'Colletion of Prayers. 


A Prayer fo ihe ſaid by them that oft tbe 


f Icks | 


"Eternal God, who in thy hol 
word by the Apoſtle haſt p 
miled, that the Prayer of faith ful j Tabs 
the 'fick, and thou wilt raiſe him up; and 
if be have committed ſins, they ſhall be 
forgiven him; We come unto thee ih the 
behalf of "our diſeaſed 'and diftrefſed 
friend, viſited under'thine hand. : Speak 
comfortably, O Lord, unto his'Soul 3 ſeal 


pi iveneſ of'all his flos:” Have mercie'np- 
on him; and according to the 'mu'titude 
of thy wercies'do away all his offences ; 
blot all bis ſins out of thy remembrance. 
'Grarit*him thy grace to bear willing- 
ly.this Croſs, the Croſs of ſickneſs; 'to 
drink | heattily of this'Cxp, the Cup of 
affliction 4, to endure patiently this Youk, 
the Yoak- of tribulation; and to ſuffer 
meekly this Rod, the Rod of corre@ton. 
He hath received good things of thee, 
make him- willing to receive evil alſo: 
2s heretofore he rejoyced 1n his health, ſo 
teach him now to rejoyce 1n his ſickneſs : 
and as he was not aſhamed to live, fo let 


I S- _ him 
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him not be afraid to die, becauſe his life 
'is hid with Chrift in Heaven. © 
Let the fweet feeling and.taſt of. a 
lively faith diſtaſt-all the filthy corrup- 
tions that are 1n him; and after the ex- 
ample. of the good Samaritan, alter the 
ſharp; wine of grievous tribulggiop, inftfl 
alſo.the ſuppling Qil of comfors, where- 
by he. way be . able ta. endure. thoſe 
troubles which otherwiſe would: be in- 
tolerable unto bim,.. Strengthen his. .me- 
mory, whereby torcall upanhy.glorious 
Name. Settle his Spirits, [that; $hgy; may 
ngt wander and;fly.out into any unruly 
mot10ns., Lay thy finger .ypen.bis dips, 
that; they, may; not fall jato} curling; of 
blaſpheming thy Deitie, or jnto any vain 
language. ,; Take.,fsom! his; Eyes all-de- 
light of this frajl world, -and;Jet;his Soul 
make ready, ogely for a; ygiage;to \Hea- 
ven. "Set thy ſaving-mark upon his Soul, 


md give order to the delſtrayer.that the 


hurt-it not... But having fought: a good 
fight, let: him naw. triumphantly. exult 
and fay, O Death;: where is thy'fling 5 0 
Hell, where is thy viGory & Ttharnk thee, 
O Lord, who haſt given me vidory by Je- 
{#4 Chriſt. Be merciful uuto us here pre- 
ſcat, who as feeling:members of one bo- 
dy, adore thy holy. Name, and implore 


thy 
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grant hitn affiſtance of thy Spirit to the 
alt gaſp, and us aſſurance tobe heard of 
thee for him, and all others ? "_— the 
| like occaſion Weicould wiſh that'thou 
 ſhouldſt ſpeak to this our friend, as thou 
did{t unto thy ſervant, when thou ſaid(t, 
Ariſe, take up thy bed; and walk : but yet 
alas.! we know not'whether we'aſk a- 

right or not; thy will be 'fulſilled'; we 

know that he ſhall:but: change this life 

-tranſitory for Eternitie,calt off mortalicie, 

.and be clothed with | immortalitie 5 and 

this ligbt affliction; which is but for a 

moment, ſhall cauſe unto him a fat mote 

excellent and eternal weight of -plofy. 

Wherefore make us all wile to ſalvation ; 

ard teach us ſo go number our days aright, 

that me may apply onr hearts ants wiſ- 

dow. ' Give both this thy ſervant andall 

of us grace, willingly to forſake this pre- 

ſent evil world; and fo to live'in' thy 

fear, that we may diein thy favour, 'and 

ſo reign with thee for ever hereafter. 

Grant this for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, our 

onely Lord and Saviour. Amen, 


thy Divine help, (oe. FhNs thy {ſervant 
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Moſt merciful Lord God, Ithy late 
 ftek and ſorrowful ervanc Po with 
bended knees,” and a thankful heart, 


proſtrate my kif before thee at this time, 


acknowledging- that -thou': haſt been a 
loviag Father unto\me, not onely before 
I was. yet bora;wbut ever-{ince [:'hung 
upon my Mothers hreaſt. 
Manifeſt experience -bave b had of thy 


manifold mercies,many times, but never 


more than-10:my: Jate and laſt viſieation. 
I offer now utttothee-a ſacrifice of. praiſe. 
Recauſe Iemployed: not the faculties of 


-mF'$oul and:members of my Body as! 


ſh »yld have done; thou did bereave me 
of 'the. ſtrength, 2nd: vigor,. and. uſe of 
them for a ſeaſon; but . now. becauſe 


thy, .compaſlions fail not ,: thow haſt re- 
tyrned: them to me again: wherefore [ 
.confecrate aud devote ther perpetually 
to thy ſervice; and as I 3m in the ſtate of 


my: Body, fo by the power of thy renew- 


- Ing grace I will become in. the eſtate of 


my ſoul. a new man, My broken heart 
which thou haſt healed, Gal now entirely 
love thee ; my feeble knees and weak 


bones which thou haſt ſetled, ſhall night 


3nd day bow to thee 3 my weak hands 


which 
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which thou haſt ſrengthned, ſhall con- 
| tinivally be'lifted'up unto thee; T'confeſs 
uito'thee, O Lord; that in my health I 


often read and heard that' worldly de- 
lightsand comforts were vain, and much 
like Flags and Bulruſhes, which men in 
danger-of drowning catch to bear them 
up, but they fink down under water 
with them yet did 1 not learn till I ſuf- 
fered, til! thy rod had imprinted it even 
tn-my fleſh. Now O Lord I befeech thee 


_ toknit'my heart unto thee, + that I'may 


fear:thy Name: create in mea new heart, 
and'-revew a right Spirit within me. ' I 
aſked: life of thee, and thou gavelt it me. 
I now deſire and <rave thy falvationz 'O 


my Gad;'with-hahkd'it not : make 'me to 


repent of my fins-('the cauſe of my fick- 
neſs) and to depend upon thee, the gt- 
ver of all good things; and make me in 
the-time of profperitie to think of 
adverſity, in health to think of fick- 
neſs, in ſickneſs to think of death, and 


_ at all times ſo to think of judgmenr, 


that whether I wake or ſleep, eat or 
drink, or whatſoever I do elſe, I may 
ever have this ſounding in mine ears, 
Ariſe ye dead and come to judgment 
Give me grace, O Lord, to make this uſe 
of mine affliction paſt , and to _ 
an 
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and ſticky faſt umogbe i ia all-holineſs for 
-the time to.come,- throngh my Lord aad 
; Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, in whoſe Name and 


pri farther Pays! 
Leer, -. +. Onr Father, &c. 


- 


Of DEATH. 


Ndpow I caquot,thiok any.conclu- 
; flion more fi and; proper fora 'de- 
vaut life, ,than a ſhort - meditation on 
that which:ſhall betheconcluſion of life 
itſelf; Firſt therefore, confider-theſbors- 
neſc and. miſcrics of ;this-life.s Thet owr 
days conſume in vanity; and our years in 
be iT hat our; whole life+ 1s : but a 
 Drearp, and. when Death awakes us, we 
find, our hands.cmptie of all that which 
hath:coſt us ſo much Jebqur, and travail, 
and ſorrow, and ſin. 

Remember the ſwiſineſs and foddew- 
»eſ5 of Death 3 That, our days ere but a 
ſpan-long, aud our flouriſhing but a flower 
of the field, which, though it, be not 
plucked .up, yet foon withers of it ſelt, 
and. falls :away. 

The young may die ſoon, but the old 
cannat live long, 20114 

Re- 
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"Remember that in this ſhort Ae; we 
are yet to provide for gn Erertityy either 
'of® wah or woe; and therefore Eaminat 
be £66 careful how we ſperid'every mi- 
mute of that upory which depends 'a mat- 
ter of ſo great, ſo laſting impoftance,” * 

' i There'is but- one way: of 'Birth, but 
many-ways and'means of Death : and 
our life hangs by ſo ſmall a thread, that 
every little chance is rezdy to breakit off. 

After. Death we are immediately cal- 
led to judgment before the high Court of 
Heaveti; to give'a' {ſevere accotint how 
wohave perfornitd 'that'diity t which 

we:were; Created and accorditigly tb 
receive an ##revordble ſentefice 6F' eriial 
happineſs ormilſery,- "INF 

"The! Judge , "before whom we ſhall 
ſeand, 4s infraite both in Knowledge and 
Power; ſo that it is impoſſible either to 
hide any thing from his all-ſeeing'Eye, or 
to eſcape out of the reach "of fi Al- 
mighty hand, ” 

' The'Lord cometh itt a day when we look 
not for him, and in an hour when we are 
ot aware. Let us therefore watch, and 
wait for his coming, that when he knock: 
eth, we may open unto him immediately, 

How dangerous and deplorable a con- 
dition would it be, to be found and 
taken 
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tokew,; away. in the mid(t of any fare; or in 
a contigned courſe of finfal life. --. 

 ..,, On, the contrary, how happy, -and _ 
bleſſed, and joyful a thing would it be, 
to be found pradtiſing and perſeyering i iQ 
that which is good |. 

,. Bleſſed is ok forvaat, whomhis Lord 
when he : cope lh ſhall fiad fo A 
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| Ecergal Lord Gd. who haſt Crea: 
- #,,ted the world jand all Time, -who 
haſt. mage my days as #iwere a ſpan-long, 
and. mine. Age eveh as nothing jn-Te+ 
ſpe of thee: Teach, me ſo to. number 
my; days,.[thatI may.'apply. my. heart 
to thy. Heavenly wiſdom, . and fo care- 
fully imploy this ſhort time which:thou 
haſt 3ppainted: me 'to-{pend . here, fo 
make up: my recknings before that.great 
day come,that whenſoever thou ſhalt call 
me hence, | may give ſuch an account of 
the Talent wherewith thou haſt intruſted 
me, that I. may receive that joyful.ſen- 
tence; H*l done, $008 and: faithful ſer- 
varl. 

'Grant that 1 may. be always provided 
with Oyl in ay Lamp; and ready toen- 
ter 
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ter in with the wiſe Virgins whenſoever 
the Bridegroom ſhall come, and receive a 
blefſing among thoſe which watch and 
wait for thy coming : ſo come Lord Jeſu, 
come quickly. Amen, 


— — —— 
tm 


Grace before Meat. 


Umble our- Souls before thee, O 

Lord, and cauſe us to ſee the ſmal- 

neſs. of our deſert, even in reſpect of the 

leaſt of thy mercies z; and bleſs theſe thy 

Creatures to us at this time, to the re- 

joycing of the Soul of thy EE, 
through Jeſus Chriſt. Amer. 


Grace after Meat. 


Lord, we return thee moſtheartie 

"thanks for the mercy we have en- 
joyed in receiving theſe thy Creatures 
for our Bodily relief, and let us allo 
labonr [for the meat that periſheth 
not, for the ſake of our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, Amen. 


. a. 
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Grace befort Meat. | 
WW E look up unto thee, Q Lord, 


who giveſt us life and: breath, 
and all things; beſeeching thee to for- 
give us all our ſins, and to make ns ſuch 
thankful partakers. of.. theſe thy good 
Creatures, that by a moderate uſe of them 
our Bodies may-be refreſhed, and made 
mare fit to accampany our Souls in hear- 
ty endeavours to dothee faithful ſervice, 
through Jefus Chriſtour Lord. Amer. 


Grace after Meat. 


E return unto thee, O Lord, our 
hearty thanks for theſe and all 
other the like mercies beſtowed upon us, 
_ even lince we had a being ; eſpecially for 
the promiſes thou haſt given us of eter- 
nal life, by thy Son Chriſt. Enable us, 
we befeech thee, to continue fo patiently 
m all good works, that at laſt we may at- 
tan it, And blefs thine Univerſal 
Church, theſe Realms, the King, the 
Queen, aad all the Royal Family ; and 
grant us thy grace, mercy and peace, 
through Ghriſt Jelus. Amer. | 


FINIS, 
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Cn preached. upon overal acoefions 
before the King at Whitehal. . = 
Right rene Father in - God. 
Wilkins late Lord-Biſhap of Cheſter c - 
whach is added; 4 diſcourſe concerning the 
beanty of Providence, bythe fame-Author, 
Rome a-la-made:; or the Sentiments of 
' the Caurt and Cardinals there, concer- 
ning Religian and the Gofpel,.as they are 
delivered by Cardinal Palqniczai ig his 
Ay * the Cquyacil of Trea..' _. 
criſis, or the maſt:natural and calie 
Ws of learning Latine by coampariag 
it with Eogliſh. Tagether. with the ho- 
ly Hiſtory af Scipsture-war : Or, the ſa- 
cred Art Military, Huſtrated in fourteen 
Copper- plates z, with the rude. Franfla- 
tion oppolite, for the exerciſe of thoſe 
that begin to make Latin. By E. Coles. 

Cocker's Arithmetick : the ſecond Im- 
preſfion. 

Cocker's Morals, fitted for the uſe of 
all Grammar and Writing-ſchools : For 
the Scholars of the firſt to turn into La- 
tine, and for thoſe of the other to tran- 
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ſcribe into all their various and curious 
Hands. 'Þ 
Nuge venales cor, the complaifant | ' 
Companion ; being new Jeſts Domeſtick 
and F. orrain Bulls, Rhodomontado' $,plea- | 
fant Novels and Miſcellanies. | 2 
Aſteria and Temberlain; or,the Diſtreſ- ' | 
ſed Lovers: 'a Novel, © 
| Madam Wheadle : or, the faſhionable 
Miſs diſcovered : with all her modeſt Pre- 
tences; and ſubtile Stratagems. 
Scaramonch, a PROS r, &c. Ated 
at the Theatre Royal: Comedy, writ- 
ten by Edward Revenſcroſt, Gent. 
4 Treatiſe of the nature of a Miniſter 
in all his Offices. To which is annexed, 
an Anſwer to Dr. Forbes, concerning 
the neceſſity of Biſhops to ordain;z which | 
is an Anſwer to a Queſtion propoſed in | 
theſe late unhappy times to the Author, 
What is a Miniſter? By #i[/iam Lacy 
Lord Biſhop of St. Davids. _ 


